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Residecne :

Dr. Rajendra Nath Sarma,

: House No. -14
M:A. Ph.D. D.Litt. . Jibankrishna Fath
Mimarhsa-Vyakarana Shastri Hegrabari
Dip. in French Language Guwahati-781036
Pratestor Assam, India
" Ph. No. (0361)2570532 (O)
Department of Sanskrit Mobile : 94351-13513

GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

Date : 21-08.2015

Message

I have the utmost pleasure to know that the Deptt. of
Sanskrit, Dibru College, Dibrugarh is bringing out the 9*
issue of the “SAMSKRITA-SAMSKRTIH” the research
journal which contains research articles based on Sanskrit and
Indian culture. As rightly observed by Swami Vivekananda,
Sanskrit and culture go together. Sanskrit is the store-house
of Indian philosophy and culture. I appreciate the noble venture
of the Deptt. of Sanskrit and congratulate the faculty members
of the Deptt. and the college authorities as well.

I hope, the contribution of the learned contributors to
this issue of the journal will enlighten the student and
researchers of Indian wisdom.

I wish all success of the 9" issue of the journal.

“Sivaste panthanah santu”
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' PORTRAYAL OF MARRIAGE

CEREMONIES IN THE WORKS
OF KALIDASA
Mandakini Mahanta
Research Scholar
Deptt. of Sanskrit,
Gauhati University
INTRODUCTION

1.1 THE POET KALIDASA AND HIS DATE
Nikhilakavicakraciidamagi, kavikulaguru Kalidasa is
the brightest star in the firmament of Sanskrit poetry.
Valmiki, Vyasa and Kiliddsa are the representators of the
inner soul of the ancient Indian history. In reality, all those
gems are assembled in the writings of Kalidasa that is gained
through the investigation of Satyam, Si.vam an.d Sundaram.
Determination of the date of Kalidasa involves an
insurmountable difficulty, viz., the age of the poet. So many
things have been associated wit.h the name of the poet that
it becomes difficult to determine l.ns da}e: For .example,
Kalidasa is associated with one Vlkral.nadltya since time
immemorial. But as a matter of fact, history reveals many
Vikramadityas and there is no certainty whet.he.r a king
Vikramaditya actually ever ruled on earth.. Evetl 1?’ it actually
denoted the name of a king, so many Vlkr?madntya appear
before us resulting confusion regardmg the actual

Vikramaditya.-
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There are divergence of views regarding the date of
kalidasa among the scholars. The date of Kaliddsa can be
precisely discussed under the following four heads:

There is no certain evidence regarding the date of
Kalidasa, nor can we surely know about his life as in any
historical work the life history of Kalidasa has been
depicted. In such conditions different scholars have offered
their divergent views regarding the birth of the poet. It has
been ascertained that Kalidasa flourished in between 8
century to 12" century B.C.

Famous French scholar Hippolyte Fouche opines that

Kalidasa was the contemporary of the son of Agnivarsa, the
last king of the Ra

_ ghu dynasty as found in the
Raghuvamsam. In this way his time falls before 8 century.

But this fact can not be accepted due to the lack of any
theoretical ground. In this regard we find the another saying
that Kalidasa was the poet of king Bhoja which is also
rejected.

Two limitations have been fixed regarding the date of
Kalidasa. The hero of drama the Malavikagnimitram was
the Sunga king Agnimitra who was the son of Pusyamitra.
This signifies that Kalidasa could no ,

t flourished before this
era. Again, the name of Kalidasa has been mentioned in the
Prelude of the Harsacaritam composed by Béna. From this,
it can be assured that Kalidasa flourished not after 7% A.D.

Examining all the opinions the scholars have come to
the conclusion that Kalidasa composed his magnificent

poetry in the reign of Chandragupta II.

1.2 WORKS OF KALIDASA

In the preceding paragraphs we have discussed the
difficulties in tracing the exact date of Kalidssa. As the poet
was silent about his biography so was abouyt his works. As
a result some inferior poets took the opportunities to father

TS weges O o

their own works upon him. There are as many as 41 books
which are ascribed to Kalidasa. Among these the seven
works that are undoubtedly composed by the poet are: 2
mahakavyas, viz., the Kumarasambhavam (KS) and the
Raghuvainsam (RV) 3 dramas, viz., the Abh{'ﬁ&rfa.faszm.azam
(4S), the Vikramorvasiyam:(VV) and the Ma_lawkagmmztram,
(MG) and khandakavya, viz.,the Meghadiitam (MD)..The
Kuntesvaradautya is not yet discovered. The authors{np of
the Rtusamhara is some what doubtful while tl.;e remainings
are 'certainly to be dismissed as t'he productions of otper
poets. The most convenient and rehab{e mctho.d.of studymg
the method of a poets mind and its relation to l}xs p;oducnons
would be to read his works in the chronological orde.r. But
as we have no external evidence we have to asc.ertam the
chronology of Kalidasa’s works. The chronological order
of the works is found to be as follows: The KS, the MG, the

. VV, the MD, the AS and the RV.

STYLE OF KALIDASA .
L3.Tlll(§lidﬁsa is indisputably the greatest master mind of

) is genius has been recognized in India
Sanskrit p ozrtrly. :;I,l:eg eHe has been and will be ever been
from .ver3(/i eas ythe prince of Indian poets. Most of the
acclaime have expressed their admiration towards this great
successors oetic genius has brought the Sanskrit poetry to
poet..Hls f legance and refinement. His style is peculiarly
the highes hzstg It does not bear the laxity of the PuraGas
pure and 'Cb ;he extravagant colouring of the later poems.
no.r does 1t earal The unartificial description of the poet is
It s very.naglfby' brevity consistent with perspicuity. The
c.harac.:t?rlzef expression is another remarkable style'of: t.he
simplicity 0 xgowing language embellished with similies
poet. Thel 16?81?;1‘ their beauty and appropriateness. Absences
1sfulnpagrac :mpounds’ involved constructions, overwrought
of lon
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thetoric are the features of style of this great poet. Kalidasa
excels other poets in the description of nature. He is
eéssentially a poet of nature. The other elements of poetry

such as rasa, alarmkara, riti, gupa, etc. are employed by the
poet in very befitting manner, :

2. Marriage ceremonies in the works of Kalidisa

Marriage is a rite that is solemnized with high respect
in India. It is a religious and social celebration. There are
different kinds of marriage as prescribed in the $astras. Like
in other scriptures we find lucid description of marriage
ceremonies in the works of Mahakavi Kalidasa also.
Kalidasa has described three types of marriage : typical,

svayambara and gandharva types of marriage. Typical Indian

wedding is found in the X, Svayambara in the RV while
gandharva marriage is depicted in the 4§

2.1.Marriage in the KS

In the XS we find the description of the marriage of
Lord Siva' and Parvati. There is the first mutual attraction
resulted upon marriage.
ndian tradition Parvati asked
Mmountain Himalaya to get the
1. Thus we see that the hero and

; ed their love to have its final
fulfillment without the consent of the parents. Kilidasa hag
described the marriage ceremonies a

t : ccording to the rules of
the sastras: Here negotiations in the family leve] has been
the determining factor in the settlement of the marriage. Byt

only the negotiations are not only the determining factor
We must look ?nto the other considerations also. The prestige:
and the behaviour of the mempers of the family also mean
a lot. It is found that in order 1o give the

. final promise of
giving the hand of his daughter mountain Himalaya had to
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seek the grant of the saptarsis who were described as highly
souls removing the internal darkness of I:.he mountain L_o.rd.
The seven sages again praises moun.ta‘un Lord as hav1.ng
excelled even the Lord Visnu in its s?ablhty and all pervasive
character. The introduction of the bndegroc?mlby theSe' sages
to the mountain Lord is indeec% splendid.'According to
Kalidasa there must be the ,intlma.te .knowledge o.f the
qualities of the bridegroom first. Similarly the. family c:f
the bride and its prestige must be known tf’ !mdegroom s
family. The person who conducts the negotiations n}ust l?e
of a reliable nature. The poet has secured all the:‘se thjr%gs in
the betrothal ceremony of Ux.néi. The poet says: I.Jr.n.a is the
bride, you, her giver in marriage, here.are we 5911c1'f1ng her%
and Siva is the bridegroom : this comt.nnatlon (o
circumstances) is enough for. the exaltat'lon of your
family.”2Therefore, this combin.atlon has assocflated a certain
splendour with the whole marriage and .has given a for.ecast
of the splendour with which th1§ marriage couple'wﬂl b;
associated. Moreover, nothing in th.lS whole process o
negotiations is concealed from th§ view of knowledge (ff
anybody concerned with this marriage. thn thg saptar,s.zs
make a final request for the hand of .Urrsla, the. mountain
Lord takes the consent of M?l"lﬁ, his wxfe. In this Kalidasa
has followed the Indian tradltlo.n. In this way, we ﬁn.d the
Vagdana ceremony in a befitting manner which will be
discussed below in brief:

{ CEREMONY
VAGDVé'lIIei the Lord is pleased with the austeritieswof
Parvati, He places Himself at her disposal. Thereupon,‘
Parvati informs Him that her father is her sole giver.
Therefore, he is to be requested on this account. The lqrd
then entrusts the seven sages, who have come there Wfth
Arundhati on the mere thinking on them by the Lord, with
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the task of requesting Himilaya for the hand of ‘Uma with
the following words: “That I have been solicited for progeny

" (i.e., to beget a son) by the gods tormented by their enemies

as” the (lighting —bearing) cloud is (solicited) for a shower
by the cataka birds oppressed by thirst. For this reason, [
wish to take (for wife) Parvati for (begetting )-a son, as a
sacrifice secures arani for the generating of a holy fire.
Himalaya should be requested by you to bestow her (in
marriage) on me (for)the connections (relationship) brought
about by the good do not lead to bad results, ‘Being thus
commissioned by the Almighty Lord, the seven sages
‘alighted from the sky, with the seniors preceding in due
order, shone like a series of reflections of

: the sun in
water.The Lord of mountains receives

the sages with words

. that are expressive of high tributes of respect that bespeak

of the extreme purity and djvine character of the sages .
Then. the sc.zptar.sis presented the purpose of their visit.
Heafmg their great sayings Lord Mountain happily agreed
to give her daughter’s hands to $iva. He sajq : “Come on,
dear daughter, thou art made alms to $jva (the soul of the
universe).The sages are the petitioners, | obtained the fruit
of a householder’s married.® The mountain Lord then asked
Uma to bow down in front of the sages who then blessed
her. Arundhati places her girl on her lap and dilates upon
the virtues of the bridegroom to her mother.

This is the Vagdang céremony that Kilidisa has

described in the XS. All the Sdstras have laid d
. . t
importance to this ceremony. ations the fathe

. - After the negotiations the father
of the bridegroom makes the formal request for the betrothal

of the bride. However, this System does not seem to be of
very e.arly antiquity. In the Rgvedic times it was seen that
the friends of the bridegroom were sent to secure the
approval of the father of the bride.” There s not any definite
evidence regarding such ceremony in the Siitra period.

S Ao O 0

Regarding the fixation of the marriage day nothing is
found in the writing of Kalidasa. After the finishing of the
betrothal ceremony Himalaya inquires about the marriage
day from the seven sages. They said that it would fall seven
days after they depart.This reliance on the sacred sages can -
be interpreted as Kalidasa’s faith on the vision of the most
developed minds. C

Kalidasa has referred to the ceremonies preliminary
to the marriage. Though he has not specifically mentio.ned
about those ceremonies he has clearly mentioned of the tm}e
for them.- “Then in the waxing fortnight of the moon (lit.
Lord of herbs) and the day of endowed vyith }he v1ftue
(auspiciousness) of the Jamitra , Himalaya with hfs gelatxvgs
performed the ceremonies preliminary to wedd-mg of his
daughter. There is the reference to the morning of fhe
marriage day which fall in the glowmg.moon in conjunction
with Uttaraphalguni (its twelfth mansion)such of her kins-
women as had their husbands and male chlldre.n living put
decorations of her body.’The selection of a c.lay in tt.le bright
fortnight of her moon in conjunction - with the

halguni. o .
Uttar‘%’miﬁz described as taking her nuptial bath in a four
pillared saloon .The saloon is furnished with a pavement
made of costly stones and variegated with ornamental rows
of pearls. The bath is preceded by the application of certain
oil, a kind of powder made from the lodhra pollens and
some sort of unguent called Kaleya. The bath is performed
in accompaniment of music with drum beating and with
waters from golden pitchers. New garments have been put
on after this bath .This has been described by Kalidasa.!”
~ After the ceremonial bath is over there is the ceremony
of the decoration of the bride and the bridegroom .Though
this is not a proper religious rite Kalidasa has given it a
proper place just before the commencement of the nuptial
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ceremonies. All the families of the mountain and the friends
of Uma'"! sit before her for this purpose and the customary
decoration are made. All these decorations have enhanced
the beauty of Uma. Kalidasa describes it as :

“While the ornaments are being put on (her person)
she shone like a.creeper with flowers springing up or like
the night with stars rising therein, or like a river with the
Cakravaka birds resorting thereto./’These decorations have
imparted a magnificence npon the person of the bride which
has psychologically prepared her to her lord cf. ‘observing
in a mirror her form looking magnificent (by that dress),
she with hér long eyes steady became eager to approach
Siva surely the dressing of a woman has for its fruit (..,
object)the sight of their husbands then her mother Mena
makes the tilaka required for marries rite over daughter
giving shape thereby to the desire which rose in her mind
+ for the first time and which attained growth after the
development of Uma’s bosom'. Then the marriage string is
played round the hand, Likewise, similar decorations are
placed on the person on the Lord. After this the poet has
beautifully depicted the marriage procession. The decorated
‘Lord reclines on Nandi’s arms and mounts upon the bull
provided with a cover of tiger of a skin upon its back he is
followed by the mother with goddess Kali. The ganas
marching in front of the Lord set fort of auspicious music
. that bacons fort to the gods for services to be rendered unto
the almighty at this opportune moment. The Sun god hold
the umbrella over His head. Gangs and Yamuni assumed
visible forms. Brahma and Vigsu have come over there in
person and wish him victory at this moment of the Lord’s
life. The protectors of the world led by Indra arrive on the
spot to join' the marriage procession. The Lord begins to

start ih the procession . The poet says : $iva who can not
be i‘o_v?r' pgwered by dark passions and whose glory of his
L R S L X L B T
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destruction of the three cities was sung by celestial lute
bearers with Visvavasu as their leader crossed the way.”!
The bull bears him on and arrives as if in a moment at the
city of the Himalaya. - v )
~ As a matter of fact, in other scriptures we meet with
a second bath before the actual procession. But Kalidasa
has omitted this part as he has inserted an elabor.ate process
of decoration in the person of the bridegrf)om in be’tween
the nuptial bath and the marriage procession. The Sastras
have merely referred to this process of decoratlon§ after the
second bath before the procession along with other
festwlgfﬁén the Lord arrives at Osadhiprastha, he ifs assisted
by Visnu to get down from the bull. The.reaﬁer,. He is offered
a seat and made due worship with offerings of jewels, honey,
etc. To quote the text- “There the I.,ord .sea.ted on a seat,
duly accepted the offering of wors‘hlp with ]e}vels, honey,
curds and clarified butter and a pair of new silk garments
all of them presented by the mountain with the recitation of
16
hdynl?;l;;ssa; speaks of the offer of the hand of the bride
made by her father Himalaya and its acceptance b?' the Lord.
This formal acceptance of the ha}nd of .the bride by Ehe
bridegroom is nothing but the reciprocation of the feeling
of love as it were. The poet says - “Swa received her hand
the fingers which were red and which was offered by her
father, the mountain as if it were the first sprout of the god
of love, whose form was concealed in the body of Uma
through his fear of him. By the joining of their hands the
hair.on Uma’s body stood on end, while Siva had his fingers
pérspired it was as though the action of the Mind- born one
was equally divided between the two.”!? :
The Sastras have spoken of a kanyddana ceremony.
This is a ceremony of formally giving away of the pride to
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the bridegroom. Only certain recognized persons could, make
a gift of the bride in the vedic period probably the father of
the family or of the bride was entitled to make such gift.
But in the later days certain relaxations were made to this
strict rules 4and a list of persons who could make such a gift
was prescribed in the Sastras. The kanyadanag ceremony, as
the name itself suggests, is-connected with the evolution of
marriage as the highest form of gift. This gift not only
purifies the self of the giver but also is believed to procure
absolute happiness for the forefathers,
The Kanyadana ceremony as prescribed by Kalidasa
is not similar with those prescribed in the $astras. The bride
is a trust deposited by the father. It is on this account that
Kalidasa has not spoken the Kanyadang as a gift.
After finally taking the charge of the bride was
described in the Panigrahana ceremony, certain number of
" homas is performed and the pair is made to ‘go round the
fire.In the process of movement sthe fire is kept on the right
and the ceremony is known as Pradaksina ceremony. In this
process the bride is offering fried grains on the fire. The
smoke rising up. from it purifies the pair- “ The priest having
conducted the bride and the bridegroom round the fire with
their eyes closed owing to mutua] contact made the bride
offer fried rice into the kindled fire, She following the
instruction of the priest bent her face towards the smoke of
z{greeable smell arising from the burning handful of the fried
rice, the smoke touching her cheek with its fore part, attains
fqr 2 moment the state- of the ear lotus. By receiving the
smoke, as required by the religious custom, the face of the
bride had the orb of its cheek a little moistened and ruddy,
had the tint of the black collyrium: flushed- in the’ eyes and
had the burley sprout worn as ear.ornaiient withered away.'®

" The Brahmin priest then advices U '— “Déar child,
this’fire is the witness: to ‘the conclusion iof your ‘marriage

s
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rite; practise righteous with Siva, your husband, giving up
argum ion.”"? .

;[1'11?: rhe bride is shown the pol? star by her husband-
“Directed by her eternal lord, cha.rmn.ng to look at ,;? ;e;
the pole star ,she raising her face‘ with her throat cho t;
with bashfulness.?? With the showing of the P9le star the
nuptial ceremonies have come to an end. The.‘ pair then goe;
down to the Creator seated on a lotus. The bride was gree:le‘
by the creator with the words: “blessed one, be you the
mother of hero.”Though the master of speech, he bgcafne
slow to think (i.e. was ata loss't.o kfxow) as to what b{e.szing
to pronounce in the case of Slva.. 21n this way, Kte;,lh [acS;
has described a typical Indian marriage ceremony in the KS.

The constant reference to the religious duties establish the
praj&paii form of marriage in the KS.

) i monies in the RV

22 M&E&;ﬁ:'g mostly spoken of svayambara type of

:a0e in the RV. When the open selection is over l}e
mal:[l(aggof the performance of these nuptial ceremonies in
fg: presents of the holy fire. The union of Aja and Indumati
s brought about in the customary marriage cel.ebranon
- d by a priest.?The religious ceremonies have
Per?:tl:; a very sacred character to an otherwise secular
;rlnl:t’itution and a spiritual sanctity to the qbligations b9m by
such ar‘ﬁremt)‘:;ins of marriages found both in the XS and the
RV bring two things into light. The first is the spiritualization
of the whole institution of marriage. The second is the desire
of the poet to familiarize with all 'cqnc;e.:m.ed norms of
‘marriage and to secure the necessary permissions from the
parents and guardians of the bride and the bridegroom. An
eamest attempt is iade to give an opportunity to both the
biide and the bridegroom for making themselves conversant
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with 'the virtues and vices of each other so that nothi
remains a close secret. in case of Parvati we see that lﬁg
makes the brilliant exposition of the qualities of the Almi ?1 e’
Lord and the knowledge of the virtues of the Lord i l;gtt}
na.tural approach .Even in the svayambara ceremon Sof‘—lth::1
gfmcessl Indurr}atT ;the king Raghu is a willing part;/ in the
V1':*:iposa230f his son Aja to the capital: of the king of
1darva.* In the actual svayamabarqg ceremony it is found

that the nurse Sunand
a dwells at
whereabouts of each prince to Indum:ti oFREHR, ppon, the

2.3. Marriage ceremony in the A

King gliyf;g?a ;il:s Eandh.‘"va type of marriage in the AS.
of love to Sakuntalﬁe e%fll;iﬁ;;?irgssive i it
rac ' ¢ says: “King of Puru
ma:;eli)efprrtlosglef(‘: : rl}im’ though smitten with 10V€,g I ffm not
one, away e the Xing then has replied to it : “ O timid
the ,revered Patriym}l: tears of the elders. On knowing this,
faults with this alixcl A RO the holy law, will not find
are heard as m.a.rri Oéegver’ many daughters of royal sages
and were ap rovedeb y the Gandharva form of marriage
in the A4S ispthe out Y thelt fathers The marriage described
the mutual inclinlzitf:ome of extire love. It happened due to
without ceremon lon of a youth and maiden concluded
i erra ¥ Snd €ven without the consent of the
grown. Even in 0 Gl_lgyanta and Sakuntala love has rapidly
primary instinct c:m;nggg';r:ei‘;m (?f marriage love as a
king Dus ression so rapidly. Though
regagrding.}éﬁinltzs-ev‘?ry tactfully elicited allpint)formatifn
that little opport i identity, the whole process is so quick
marriage w pportunity had left for mutual love. In this
: € §e¢ no attempt is made to secure the approval

from i
Sage Kanva by the king Ducyanta nor has Sakuntala

directe arvati
d as we find Parvati directed Lord Siva for securing
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the permission of Himalaya. Dusyanta imparted no attempt
to get the formal requirement of conducting marriage. A part
from this the king concealed everything regarding the
marriage and also his identity. He told a lie to his mother
and to his friends. He talked about this whole affair as a
jest to his friend Vidasaka. Therefore, when there is extreme

necessity for a witness to this marriage at the time of dire

need, there is none.
In the AS, we find no open and frank discussion

between the two parties concerned. There is the attempt
made for a proper understanding of one party by the other
including the bride and the bridegroom. There one should
form a union only after a careful investigation. Friendship
turns into enmity in those whose hearts are unknown to each
other as in the present drama.

Kalidasa has laid utmost emphasis upon the
performance of the religious rites and thereby has imparted
to marriage the highest spiritual value. He has insisted even
in a svayamvara type of marriage that after the open
selection, the nuptial sacraments are to be performe.d. so that
the selection may be bound up with the chain of spirituality.
It means that the union is witnessed not only by those .ﬂ?at
are present on the occasion but also by 2 number of. deities
supposed to be present at that moment. Therefore, this bond
of union is not very loose. The sacra{nents have !joug‘ht out
the permanent character of the. union. But this kmc.i of
religious performance is not -m. the form of marriage
- the AS. Therefore, 1t 15 more than natural that

this type of union will not last for long. The union soon

came to be separated.

USION::
3.CONCL have discussed in brief the portrayal of

Above W€ = , )
marriage ceremonies in the works of Kalidasa with particular
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reference to the XS, RV and the 4S. Due regards to the Indian
tradition in the solemnization of the marriage ceremonies is
the distinguishing accountability of Kilidasa. He describes
marriage as a $dstric rite alone. According to Kalidasa
marriage is something determinate, a settled fact. Though
Kalidasa has quite in accord with the Indian belief tied down
marriages to the law of karma he has taken much care to
see that all hurry and haste betraying restlessness for the
union in a flame of passion are avoided. The mutual
adjustment in marriage is much needed that will occur in
the emotional level. It involves the sacrifice of one’s personal
likes and dislikes. The emotional sacrifice is one of the most
important things for a couple to be married. It begins from
even before the marriage and continues throughout life.
Marriage is a process where earth transforms into heaven,
heaven into bliss in which the soul finds a calm repose.
]
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wall magazine

launched
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, Aug 13 -As
part of the nationwide observ-
ance of the ‘Sanskrit Week', the
Sanskrit department of Dibru
College here launched a wall
magazine titled Gyanatma on
Monday.

The wall magazme 1S ex-
pected to provide space for the
students of the college to ex-
press their views, thoughts
and ideas about.the subject.
The magazine will be written,
edited and produced by the
students of the department of
Sanskrit, but they will be guid-
ed in their endeavour by their
respective teachers, arelease
stated.

Paresh Baruah, principal of
the college inaugurated the
wall magazine and congratu-
lated the students and teach-
ers of the Sanskrit depart-
ment. The inaugural function
was also attended by students
and teachers of other depart- .
ments.




