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Indian Higher Education Scenarig :
Some Changing Aspects

Dr. Mahesh Kr. Jain
Deptt. of' Qommerce

Introduction:

Some beliefs that higher education is purely an educafi : -
degree, at least an associate’s degree. Otherls) beli)e,:ve it isctalllt:eo;utr}';axfi:v:fl‘gsultc;n a C?llege
levels where attendance is voluntary. This doesn’t typically mean high sch 31' ¢ UCa‘uon. at
the US, although there are voluntary high school dropouts, It us wall 0ol in plf:lces like
a school that offers post-secondary education. ymeans education from

It should be noted that the definition of higher e, i
country. Not all countries have compulsory educa%::m eggfj;gg&g‘&i;’?y from country to
in an American high school. Some countries have litle to no puplic sch 4 Person might get
any education is for the privileged few instead of for almost all. Studyi Oohn.g available and
may not be compulsory in many countries, and some limit public scho);ll?lgl 2 highschool level
age. ' 8t0amuchyounger
Essentially, the term higher education can be broadly d.
it is viewed as post-secondary school education undzn:kﬁ;egj: “"::;St ofthe Western world,
mean studying at a university, taking a certificate class at 5 comm untary basis. This could
a vocational or trade school. Whether people want to become ljc unity college, or attending
college professors of mathematics, they usually undertake hi ensed vocational nurses or
of these institutions. Some trade schools may fiot even require € education training at one
or diplomas. Secondary school completion
The Current Scenario of Higher Education § stem in Indiq

Now-a-days it is very frequently observed that students sj '
: Signup for higher studie v
tudies with less

v QKHOJ O An Annual Journal of Dibru Collegeq

interest or take is casually. Moreover, there
are very few institutions in India who are
giving quality inputs so as to inculcate the
learning skills amongst students.

Higher Education System in India compare
to developing / developed countries needs
substantial improvement. The percentage of
students taking higher education is hardly
about 13 % whereas the same is varying
between 28 to 90 %, across the world. The
lowest % being 28 % and the same is as
high as 90 % in developed countries.

At one end we claim that India would rank
3™ among all countries by 2020 in education.
If we observe overall ranking of relevant
institutions it’s seen that in the year 2000,
out of 500 there were 2 Indian Universities /
Institutes were featured in the list, and 1
institution from China.

Now almost after a decade in 2010 the tables
have changed with only 1 institution from
India being featured and 32 institutions are

featured from China!! ¢

It categorically spells out, how much we are
lagging behind in terms of overall % of higher
educational institutions, number of students
pursuing higher education. We are not only
beaten in by the developing and developed
countries in terms of GDP, Exchange of
foreign currency but also in terms of number
of students pursuing higher education..

Budget allocation by Govt. of India as per
2012 plan is about 6 % which is not going to
be adequate, and therefore allocation must

be made appropriately, i.e. minimum 10%
, in order to improve the scenario. Basic
education must reach to maximum number
of children from different strata of the society

so that they are eligible to pursue higher
education.

Over and above, institutions must also
concentrate on giving away quality inputs to
the students. Institutions must look into
constantly updating the syllabus in order to
help students adapt with the changing market
scenario. To start with they can look at
making education liberal, introduce new
practices & applied research work; updating
the course curriculum frequently. If such
developments take shape in its true sense in
our country students would be attracted to

- pursue highereducation which will in turn fulfil

corporate expectations. Efforts should also
be taken to guide, mentor students and
parents to develop and retain interest
amongst students.

Private Higher Education Development
of India: ’

There are four main types of private
institutions, including of grant-in-aid colleges
or aided private colleges, self-financed
colleges, self-financed deem-universities and
private universities. These private institutions
are different in the shape, discipline, scale
and independence. The number of private
institutions and their student enrolment are
1/3 of those in the whole system of Indian
higher education, especially in some

aKHOJ Q An Annual Journal of Dibru Collegen ¢



professional fields. Though the total quality
of private higher education in India is not very
high, some have achieved success through
market competition. Given the inseparable
relation between the national policy and law
and regulations, the laws and regulations are
included in the national policies in the study.
Through exploring the access policy, the state
funding policy, the fee policy, the admission
policy and the quality assurance policy, it is
noted that the government has a strict control
in respect of the access, the fee charge and
the admission. However, there are some blind
spots in the policies of state funding policy
and quality assurance policy. It isinferred that
the administration of private higher education
of the government is strict in some aspects
- and neglect the others. Because of the
imperfect policy, judicial intervention on
private higher education is frequent, through
which the importance of private higher
education issue is strengthened, and the role
of private higher education is clarified to
some extent. The influence of market is
mainly conveyed through three market
mechanisms of supply-demand balance,
price and competition. The gap between the
quantity and structure of demand and supply
has provided for the scope of development
for private higher education in India.

Key Players in the Higher Education
System in India:

The University Grant Commission of
. India is not only the lone grant giving agency
in the country, but also responsible for

inafing, deferminingand maintzining e

Rajiv Gap,

standards in institutions of higher education.
Apart from the UGC here are various
professional councils that are responsible for
recogqizingcomses, promoting professional
institutes and providing grants to
undergraduate programmes.

Leadership Role in Higher Education:

A leader is regarded as the key
success factor for efficiency and effectiveness
in any context, be it industry, business,
military, govemment or educational institution.
The role of leadership in social, political and
economic contexts is well establishes. It is
recognized that some are born leaders but
everyone carries within him/her the potential
to bea leader. It is often seen that the role of
leadership has become one of the fastest
growing academic fields in higher education,
There are several features of leadership but
one who has a vision, looks for challenge,
fosters collaboration, encourages and has the
capability to lead can be called a leader. In
today’s higher education, leadership
competencies are most essential to develop
abetter highereducation scenario. Academic
leaders, who has the potential to create anqd
develop multi-dimensjona] perspectives to

face challenges ofa Constant changing hj
education environment : glnghlgher

Chal, ]
< ,Z' al:mges Before Higher Education in

. ’Ihere. were needed lots of changes
in that educatozlon System led by Nehru and
dhi who has contributed a lot to

o QKHOJ
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establish a good education system. Time to
time system influenced with new challenges
and government taken a major role to build
the system. But there are certain challenges

always faced by the government:

1. Improving access and quality of
education atall levels

2. Increasing Funding for higher level of
education

3. Increasingthe Literacy rate

4. Removing secularism from education

5. Modemization of Education system
These are just some challenges

which should cover all the aspect in the

present scenario of education and we have

to implement hard on them.

Improving Access and Quality of
Education at All Levels:

First and foremost challenge is to
build an education system which can be
influenced to increase the access and quality
of education in all parts of country and at all
levels. There are so many people in various
parts of country which are still illiterate. This
is when we have emphasize more on our
education programs and made our system
reachable to all villages and far flung areas.

The main need in such circumstances
is of globally recognized syllabus and
curricula. For getting utmost utilization of
education there are several international

. public schools which gives their best to teach

a student with global syllabus.

Increasing Funding for higher level of
education:

- QKHOJ O An Annual Journal of Dibru College O

Take a look on our constitution
which says that this is the responsibility of
central and state government to build good
education system. For that we need to have

funds. But despite there was a large

expenditure on the funds every year on
Education where the fund goes. And our
system remains intact.

Increasing the Literacy rate:

Central government prepares
policies and plan while responsibility of State
government is run those policies on ground. -
The standard education facilities are higher
in the states which are much rich and in poor
states like Bihar and Jharkhand everyone
know the literacy rate. Government has to
rethink its plan on those states which has less
literacy rate. Even we have majority of IAS
and IPS from Bihar and Jharkhand even
though literacy rate is very less which is a
subject of concern .

There is a need to change such
defects from the country education system
which only can be influenced by increasing
funding and providing better facilities to
students. But we know there is always
increase in the fund for the education system
but never implemented in that area. So we
have to work in this area.

Removing Secularism from Education:

Secularism plays a very vital role to
harm our education system. You can take any
state where there are so many children which
never go to schools as they come from lower

1




castes. They are poor and has no need to be
educated. There are divisions on the basis
of religion we need to improve on such areas
which prevent children not to educate. Child
labor is also one of these.

Modernisation of Education System:

The time now is to modernize our
education system so that our country can get
much more technically graduated people
which can help our country to developed
state. Today’s youth always try to go foreign
for his higher education as they have much
better facilities and quality of their system.
Can’t we get that quality here itself? We have
to stop this brain drainage so as avoid
students to run away from country.

Our governments trying for various
challenges faced but no one is doing well for
that. Government came and goes but system
remains intact.

Conclusion:

India is today one of the fastest

References:
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developing countries of the world with the
annual growth rate going above 9%. In order
to sustain that rate of growth, there is need
to increase the number of institutes and also
the quality of higher education in India.
Therefore the Prime Minister of India has
announced the establishment of 8 IITs, seven

Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) and

five Indian Institutes of Science, Education -

and Research (IISERs) and 30 Central
Universities in his speech to the nation on
the 60th Independence Day. The outlay for
education during the 11th Five Year Plan,
which runs from the current fisca] t02012-
13, represents a four-fold increase over the
previous plan and stands at Rs 2500 billion.
Since we have got independence we are
facing challenges to establish a great and
strong education system Presently we have

we need such
make interest
of country.

.education System which can
neducation to the rural areas

ist, Februgry 26th-March 4th,

16th, 200s,
ree parts), Indian Express, New

also posted online in
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National Food Security Scheme
An Appraisal

Dr. Kamalendu Saikia
Dept. of Economics

What is Food Security? . . :

Food security is basically when a family has enough food in the household for all the
persons that live in that household. Everyone in the household is basically taken care of and
does not go hungry.

How food security is ensured in India? |

1. InIndia food is ensured with a carefully designed food security system by the
govermnment. - .

2. This system has two components-Buffer stock and public distribution system.

3. Bufferstock is the stock of food grains, namely wheat and rice procured.

The summary of the Food Security Bill :
1. Preliminaries

The Bill seeks “to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle approa.ch,
by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live
a life with dignity and for matters connected therewith and incidental thereto”.

It extends to the whole of India and “shall come into force on such date as the Central
Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette appfoint, and different dates may be
appointed for different States and different provisions of this Act”.

“QGKHOJ 0 An Annual Journal of Dibru College 9N



2. Entitlements

Public Distribution System
(TPDS)

Priority households are entitled
to 5 kgs of foodgrains per person per
month, and Antyodaya households to
35 kgs per houschold per month. The
combined coverage of Priority and
Antyodaya households (called
“eligible households™) shall extend
“up to 75% of the rural population
and up to 50% of the urban
population”. '

The PDS issue prices are given
in Schedule I: Rs 3/2/1 for rice/
wheat/millets (actually called “coarse
grains” in the Bill). These may be
revised after three years.

Children’s Entitlements :
For children in the age group of

6 months to 6 years, the Bill’

guarantees an age-appropriate meal,
free of charge, through the local
anganwadi. For children aged 6-14

malnutrition will be identified through the

local anganwadiand meals will be provided to them

free of charge “through the local anganwady™.
Entitlements of Pregnant and Lactating
Women L '
Every pregnant and lactating motheris entitled
to a free meal at the local anganwadi(during
pregnancy and six months after child birth) as well

‘as maternity benefits of Rs 6,000, in installments,

[Notes: (1) “Meal”is defined in the Bill as “hot
cooked meal or ready to eat meal or take home
ration, as may be prescribed by the Central
Government”. All “meals” have to meet nutritional
norms specified in Schedule I, (2) The entitlements
of women and children are to be delivered by state
govemments through schemes “;;; accordance with
the guidelines, including cost sharing” to be
prescribed by the Centra] Government, (3)Every
school and anganwadi is to haye “facilities for
cooking meals, drinking water anq sanitation”. (4)
For purposes of issuing ration cards, the eldest
woman in the household (not Jess than 18 years of
age) shall be considered head of the household.)

3. Identification of Eligib]e Households ;

years, one free mid-day meal shallbe The Bill does not specify criteria for th
provided every day (exceptonschool  identification ofhouseholds (Priority or Ap i e
holidays) inall schools runbylocal  eligible for PDS enitlemengs. 7y, téo ya)
bodies, government and govemnment ~ Govemment is to determine the Stat(.a-wi entral
aided schools, up to Class VIIl. For  ofthe PDS, in termg of proportion o S¢ coverage
children belowsix months, “exclusive  population. Thep, numbers ofefigip) € rural/urban
breastfeeding shall be promoted”. be calculated frop, ensus pOpulilu € persons will
Children who suffer from identification of eligible househOId:l;sﬁli;rtes "t[:t:
0s
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governments, subject to the scheme’s
guidelines for Antyodaya, and subject to
guidelines to be “specified” by the state
govemnment for Priority households. The lists
of eligible households are to be placed in the
public domain and “displayed prominently”
by state governments.

4.Food Commissions
The Bill provides for the creation of
State Food Commissions. Each Commission
shall consist of a chairperson, five other
members and a member-secretary (including
atleasttwo women and one member each from
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes).
The main function of the State
Commission is to monitor and evaluate the
implementation of the act, give advice to the
states governments and their agencies, and
inquire into violations of entitlements
(either suo motu or onreceipt of acomplaint,
and with “all the powers of a civil court while
trying a suit under the Code of Civil
Procedure 1908”). State Commissions also
have to hear appeals against orders of the
District Grievance Redressal Officer and
prepare annual reports to be laid before the
state legislature.
The State Commission may forward
“any case” to a Magistrate having jurisdiction,
who shall proceed as if the case has been
forwarded under Section 346 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure 1973.

_ 5. Transparency and Grievance
- Redressal : :

The Bill provides for a two-tier
grievance redressal structure, involving the
District GrievanceRedmsalOﬂicer(DGRO)
and State Food Commission. State
govemments mustalso put in place an internal
grievance redressal mechanism which may
include call centres, help lines, designation
of nodal officers, “or such other mechanisms
as may be prescribed”.

Transparency Provisions :

Mandatory transparency provisions
include: (1) placing all PDS-related records
in the public domain and keeping them open
for inspection to the public; (2) conducting
periodic social audits of the PDS and other
welfare schemes; (3) using information and
communication technology (including end-to-
end computerisation of the PDS) “to ensure
transparent recording of transactions at all
levels”; (4) setting up vigilance committees
at state, district, block and fair price shop
levels to supervise all schemes under the act.

District Grievance Redressal

" Officers :

DGROS shall be appointed by state
governments for each district to hear
complaints and take necessary action
according to norms to be prescribed by state
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governments. Ifa complainant (or the officer
or authority against whom an order has been
passed by the DGRO) is not satisfied, he or
she may file an appeal before the State Food
Commission.

Penalties and Compensation :

~ The Food Commissions have powers
to impose penalties. Ifan order of the DGRO
isnot complied with, the concerned authority
or officer can be fined up to Rs. 5,000. The
Commission can authorise “any of its
members” to act as an adjudicating officer
for this purpose.

In case of “non-supply of the entitled
quantities of food grains or meals to entitled
persons”, such persons will be entitled to a
food security allowance from the state
government, as prescribed by the central
government.

6. Other Provisions :

PDS Reforms

In Chapter VII, the Bill states that
central and state governments “shall
endeavour to progressively undertake”
various PDS reforms, including: doorstep
delivery of foodgrains; ICT applications and
end-to-end computerization; leveraging
“aadhaar” (UID) for unique identification of
entitled beneficiaries; full transparency of
records; preference to public institutions op
bodies in licensing of fajr price shops;

©d QKHOJ

management of fair price shops by women
or their collectives; diversification of
commodities distributed under the PDS; full
transparency of records; and “introducing
schemes such as cash transfer, food coupons
orother schemes to the targeted beneficiaries
in lieu of their food grain entitlements” as
prescribed by the centra] government,

Obligations of Government ang
Local Authorities .

The main obligation of the Central
G?Yemment isto provide food grains (or.
faflmg that, funds) to state governments a;
prices specified in Schedyle Lto implem;nt

the main entitlements. It also hag 1, “provide
assistance” to state gove

The main obligation of State
governments is to implement the relevant
:c,chemes, 1naccordance with the guidelines

Lo?al Authorities and Panchayatj Raj
tutlons. are responsible for proper
“mentation of the act in theirrespective

Instj
impl,
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areas, and may be given additional
responsibilities by notification.

7. Schedules :
The Bill has three schedules (these can
be amended “by notification™). Schedule 1
prescribes issue prices for the PDS.
Schedule 2 prescribes “nutritional standards”
for midday meals, take-home rations and
related entitlements. For instance, take-home
rations for children aged 6 months to 3 years
should provide at least 500 calories and 12-
15 grams of protein. Schedule 3 lists various
“provisions for advancing food security”,
under three broad headings: (1)
revitalization of agriculture (e.g. agrarian
reforms, research and development,
remunerative prices), (2) procurement,
storage and movement of food grains (e.g.
decentralized procurement), and (3) other
provisions (e.g. drinking water, sanitation,
health care, and “adequate pensions” for
“senior citizens, persons with disability and
single women”). The Food Security Bill was
tabled during the Budget Session of
Parliament, but could not be taken up for
discussion. Although the Bill is yet to be
passed by the Parliament, an Ordinance was
signed by President Pranab Mukherjee on
July 5. Every State of the country would have
to implement the provisions of the Scheme in

the next 180 days.
The Programme aims to provide

subsidized wheat and rice to 70 percent of
India’s population. When implemented, the
scheme will massively broaden an existing
programme of providing cheap food to 218
million people.

Critics say beneficiaries do not stand to
gain as about 40 percent of rice and wheat
earmarked for the poor gets siphoned off due
to corruption. An inefficient distribution
channel also leads to waste. The Food
Security Bill possesses the capacity to lift
millions out of poverty, or conversely push
the entire nation into debt and financial ruin,
The conservative estimates (of course these
shall continue to rise like the blood pressure
of a student as exams approach) of the funds
required to get the FSB rolling is Rs 131,000
crores. This is almost the size of the annual
financial budget of a decently large Indian
state. Today, despite being one of the biggest
producers of food supplies, India is home to
25 percent of the world’s hungry poor,
according toa U.N. agency.

Here are some of the highlights of
thisbill:

Up to three-quarters of people in the
rural areas and up to half of the urban
population would get five kilograms of grains
per month at subsidized prices (3 rupees per
kilo for rice, 2 rupees per kilo for wheat and
1 rupee perkilo for coarse grains).

The poorest households would continue
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to receive 35 Kilograms of grains per month
under the “Antyodaya Anna Yojana” at
subsidized prices.

Pregnant women and lactating mothers
would receive a maternity benefit of at least
6,000 rupees.

Children aged six months to 14 years
would get take-home ration or hot cooked
food.

The central government also would
provide money to states and union territories
if it runs low on grain.

The central government also would
provide “assistance” towards the cost of
intra-state transportation, handling of grains.

In abid to give women more authority in
running their households, the oldest adult
woman in each house would be considered the
* head ofthat household for issue of ration card.
The complete process of the

implementation of the scheme requires .

tremendous planning and execution at all
levels. However, it appears to be a Herculean
task, if not impossible, taking in to
consideration the prevailing state of
corruption at all levels in the country.
Majority of the schemes at the national leve]
are failures due to the lack of transparency,
improper implementation, iack of supervision
and monitoring, handling by corrupt people '
and above all, the disregard to the nationa]
interest. It is indeed a bizarre situation for
the nation where the FSB is stated to be

implemented by a few states (congress-ruled
states) only and the adverse reactions of the
general public of the remaining states who
will be deprived of the privileges of the bill in
the form of subsidized rations for the poor.
It is only rational to think that food
security as such should be planned for the
country’s poor only. Though India’s current
poverty ratio is not yet published, the 1ast
Economic Survey put poverty at 29.85% in
2009-10 and the rate of annual average
decline at 2%. We may therefore, safely put

the poverty ratio figure for 2012-13at25% -

or 300 million people. However, the FSB
has planned subsidy coverage for 679 of
Fndia’s population. Thus fooq security
includes an additional 4294, of country’s nop-
poor middle income class, ‘

. Apart from this, the engine through
YVthh the food security is to reach the
Intended beneficiaries i the government
med Public Distribution System. The
anges't Wweakness of the PDg is, perhaps
ltsmbﬂitytooonclusively define poverty, due;

to which the nop Poor section infiltrates in to

the category of iari
Poor benefic
the PDS ha o 1aries. Secondly,

led to serve the BPL
Sopulatfc?n a5 most of subsidized
Ommodities get leakages in to the open
marketthroughdi

shonest retajlers and the
corrupt officials, which made the system

:n_ih?'ourable to the society. The Jjsts ofthe
Xisting BPL beneficiaries of the central and
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state governments subsidized food schemes
are far from authentic.

Assam has consistently been among the
worst performing states in regard to food
adequacy among the rural poor. The
periodical assessments by the National
Sample Survey Organization reveal Assam
to be accounting for a very high percentage
of rural households not getting enough food
throughout the year. Assam government has
said it would roll out Food Security scheme
from November 19, to cover about 2.25
crore people from around 40 lakh families in

References:

the state. The government will announce the
names of the beneficiaries on August 1 and
all the disputes regarding inclusion and
exclusion of families will be completed by
October 2. From the rural areas, around 75
per cent of the people will get the benefit,
while it will be about 50 per cent in urban
locations. To monitor proper implementation
of the scheme, the government has formed a
Group of Ministers. As per the scheme, rice
will be available at Rs 3 perkg, while wheat
and coarse cereals will be offered at Rs 2
and Re 1 respectively for each kg.
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Circular Statistics Approach In Studying
Reporting Behaviour Of Road
TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS

Jogesh Baruah, Department of Statistics
Dr. Jiten Hazarika, Department of Statistics, DU

Introduction:
Data points distributed on a circle are analysed by Circular Statistics. Such data

points occur in many diverse scientific fields, includes Biology, Medicine, Geology,
Meteorology, Physics and many other behavioral and social sciences, Observations of
directions on a plane and of cyclic phenomenon can he interpreted as circular observations.
Data measured in the form of angles or two dimensional orientations is unlike the linear data
and it cannot be treated in the same way as linear data. Further more, most of the methods
used in Statistical analysis of linear data can not be applied in circular datadue to different
topology between circle and straight line. Thus the need of analyzing circular datg
indispensable. Classical statistical analysis does not work for Circular variabl
entire field of Circular Statistics has been developed. Circular or Directional data oceurin
many scientific studies and calls for the use of specialized statistical tools ang techniques
which are not yet widely known and appreciated. Becauge ofthe unfamiliarity, applied
scientists including Biologists, Geologists, So?ial and behaviora| Scientists dealing with such
data have sometimes fallen into the trap of using the more commgp, but inappropriate linear

methods like computing the sample mean, the sample variance ang applying the t-test or
doing a simple analysis of variance.

isreally
e, hence an
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Circular data can be measured by
the two circular measurement scales:
)} The Compass direction,
) The clock direction.

NO°

W 270° E 90°

L

S 180°

The Compress Direction

12.00hr
09.00 / \ 03.00
06.00 hr |
The Clock Direction .
Road Traffic Accidents (RTA) are

recorded daily, weekly or monthly. So this

type of data is categorized as Circular data.
Now-a-days road accidents and road
mishaps increases in such a way that India
holds the dubious distinction of registering
the highest number of road accidents in the
world. Incidentally, the fatality rate growing
high. Thus it is important to study the nature

- and various characteristics of RTA in our

country to made an appropriate conclusion,

Although some studies have been
undertaken in our country and abroad to
study Road Traffic Accidents using traditional
statistical techniques. But no attempt has been’
made to study RTA data using Circular
statistics approach in Dibrugarh as well as
North Eastern India. _

The aim of this study are to analyse
RTA cases reported at Assam Medical
College and Hospital, Dibrugarh in a
specified period of time and to test whether
the number of RTA cases are uniformly
distributed over the months of a year or not.

Sourcesof data:

In this study the data were
secondary in nature and taken from the
Medical Record Department (MRD),
Assam Medical College and Hospital
(AMCH), Dibrugarh for the year 2009. The
data was collected for every day of the year
from 1% January to 31¢ December.
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Table -1

Months Number of Accidents
January 248
February 270
March 298
April © 345
May 355
June 387
July - 357
August 334
September : 390
October - : 305
November 244
December 258
Total ' 3791

Road Traffic Accidents (RTA) in
Dibrugarh District and Suburb towns in
2009.

Methodology:
Diagram:
representation plays an important role in
Circular data analysis. Circular or Directional
data can be analysed with circular diagrams
like circular plot, Rose Diagram, Circular
Histogram, Arrow graph etc. In our study,

Diagrammatic

Dibrugarh, which are briefly mentioned as
follows:

)  The mean direction () is the direction
of the resultant vectors with given

corresponding angles and is defined by:
4= |Arctan (S/C), §>0 C>0
Arctan (S/C),+x - C<0
Arctan (S/C)+27  $<) C<p

Where C=3%, Costeh) and 5= %, sy

) Medianisdefinedasa direction that
divides the data into two equal size
groups. As opposed to linear-data, it is
rather complicated to find median, since
the data are in closed curve and can

_always be rotated around the circle,

i) Concentration isdenoted byR, related
tothe l.ength of mean vector R)and it
also gives the MLE of population

V: -Pe D R ’
I-R; R=;; and0<y <1

Rose diagram, Arrow Graph and Circular culaﬁor?e authors [Batschelet], uses Cir-
Histogram are used to analyse the RTA data, " 3+ e o0 85~V=2(1 Ry
Descriptive Measure: treul deviation is given by:
Some of'the basic measures for circular —\172
Statistics is used to analyse the RTA data in v= (‘21’1R )
Forsmalj v (Ci
Ircular varj
ob QKHOJ Q An Annual Journal of Dipry e ——— e
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Circular standard deviation is reduces to

v=(1-2mK)"

Model Selection:

There are two common ways to
select models one way is to start with the
simplest model and gradually adopt more
complex models if there is significant
evidence that the simpler model could not
be fitted well. The other way is to start with
a complex model and gradually adopt a
simpler model. In this study, we consider the
first way of selection, start with a simplest
model and test for randomness of RTA data,
whether the data comes from Uniform
distribution or not. Ifthe goodness of fit test
showed that there was significant evidence
that the Uniform distribution could not be
fitted, the next step is try to fit another circular
distribution and so on.

One of the most important

hypothesis, about a distribution on the circle
is that of uniformity, hence, uniform
distribution plays a central role for Circular
data. We have considered Circular uniform
distribution to observe, randomness of the
road traffic accidents in Dibrugarh and

suburb towns. o
Circular Uniform distribution:

The probability density function of Circular
Uniform distribution is:
I
=—,050<2x
7@ py

Here probability density is constant over
the circumference of the unit Circle. All di-
rections are equally likely and hence itis also

called as “isotropic’ or ‘random’ distribution,

Test for Randomness or Uniformigy:

The samples can he tested whether they
are uniformly distributed or otherwise, that
is to test whether all directions are equally
likely. There are many tests of' uniformity or
randomness of Circular data namely,
Rayleigh test, Kuipers V test, Watson’s U2
test, Hodges-Ajne test, Chi- square test etc.
Here we have applied - Rayleigh test and
Chi-square test for uniformity or randomness
of the RTA data.

i. Rayleigh test:

It is the simplest test of uniformity.
Rayleigh test statistic is given as:

Z= nF ,
Where, n = number of observations
R = meanvectoroflength/mean
resultant length

=,/(F+F)an40<i<1
also,C = %Z Cos(6), E = %Z 1 Sin(6i)

However, it is useful to take the test
statistics as, Z=2nR?; when R is large.
[Mardia and Jupp].

Itis used to test whether the population
from which the sample is drawn differs
significantly from randomness, or in other
words whether there is statistical evidence
of one-sidedness or directedness. A longer
mean resultant vector (R) will give larger
value of Z and greater concentration of the
data around the mean. Thus the likelihood
of the data being uniformly distributed is less,
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If there is good reason to assume that
the parent distribution is unimodal,
significance by Rayleigh test proves not only
one-sidedness, but also a concentration of
the direction around the mean direction.
[Batschelet]

ii) Chi-square test:

Here the circle is sub divided with the
data points in to a number of arcs. In each
arc we count the frequency of sample points
and calculate the expected frequency from
the given Circular Distribution. If the
observed frequencies deviate not too much
from the expected frequencies, the fit of the
distribution is considered to be satisfactory,

Here two assumptions have to be made
are:

a) Dataare suitably grouped and

b) Groups intervals need not be equally
spaced, but the expected frequency in each
group interval must be at least 4.

Chi-Square test statistic for K
isgivenby:

2
A= f=l[
er'

Where, n, is the observed frequency
and e isthe expected frequency

critical values of x2 can be tabulateq from
the table G [Batschelet]. Cong]

groups

i e ) thionCanbe Length of mean Vector (E ) and
infz‘:el:lcey Similar way of linear Statistica] :gg‘:)eggaﬁon shows the value of 0.104
) 208 respectively for RTA data for
/} di ion: ely forR

g{)e::o;a{zﬁc:;f:t“sd:;n' : the year 2009. So we can conclude that
and statIi)stic of RTA grent “IrCUlar varjabeg the data i Dot concentrated around the
: R ata ORIANA 3 mean direey; : are

trial version s used and found the f = W b tion of accidents, they
results: CRo¥ing B) Circl:]rae;l arqund the circle. .

Variance and circular S.D- &

Q 0.
8o - KHOJ g An Anngal Journal = D?;6 znd 122_0280 res
ry

Table II
Variables Angles
Data type Month of the year
Number of Observation| 3791
Data Grouped Yes
Group width
[No. of groups) 30°[12]
Mean Vector ( H) 181.745°
Mean Group July
Length of Mean
Vector () 0.104
Median 165°
Median Group June
Concentration 0.208 L
Circular Varjance 0.896
Circular §.p, 122.028°
Rayleigh test 7] 40.626
Rayleigh test [p] <IE - 12
Chi-Squareq [Uniform] | 96.915
Chi-Squareq [p] <IE-12

The result revealed from the graphs and tests
Ummarized as below:

applied ares
A)

ollegeq

ooooo
..........................................

.........
....................................................................

RTA data set for the year 2009. .

C) Rayleigh statistic (Z) gives the value 0f40.626 with p value less than 0.001 for RTA
data. Hence at 5% significant level, we reject the null hypothesis that the sample were
uniformly distributed. e

Also chi-square statistic shows the value 0f 96.915 with p-value less than 0.001 , Signifies

that RTA data Dibrugarh and its suburb towns do not uniformly distributed over the month

0f2009.

Angles

Jaruary

November February

CIRCULAR HISTO-
GRAM

October March

Septambar April

December .

November F ebruarny

ROSE DlAGRAM October

August . ; K
k‘ e

Mareh

pectiwf_l_j_f_ff’r

Septenjlber April
July June
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Inflation in India : Causes and Its
Measuremem

October

Seplember

Prasanta Kr. Borah
Deptt. of Economics

ARROW GRAPH

As defined in text books of economics, inflation is a contineous rise in the general price
levels of goods and services overa period of one year. In other words, it indicates the
: percentage change in the general prices today compared to a year ago. Ifthe inflation for the
I uniformity particular weak/ month is say 9%, it means Price level has increased by 9% against the
ata, the study same weak/ month during previous year. When overall price level rises, purchasing Power

Conclusion: it can be concluded that the RTA data did not fits well to Circylar Uniforn
distribution. Hence there is enough scope to study the data and can be tested f; niform
as well as goodness of fit. Due to non availability o the software for Circular d0

could not progress further. It is expected that in due course, by us;
» Oy using software ORIANA of income falls, causes rise in the cost of living and it lowers the value of savings. Inflation

3.0W the data can be analysed and fitted for others Ci S
rs Circular probability distributions, has severe impact on poor through unequal distribution of income and wealth.
Inflation is basically two types cost-push inflation and Demand pull inflation. Cost-
Push inflation is due to increase in the cost of production including Labour and material

REFERENCE: ; i
_ costs. Demand pull inflation refers to increase in the price level due to excess demand over
o Batschelet, E(1981) : Circular statistics in Biolo - supply inthe short run.
e Rao,J.S.and Sengupta, A. (2001): Topics in Ciiyl;lAcgdefm_C Press. London, Inflation may be caused due to several economic factors.
Publications. arStatistics; World Scientific (2) When the govt. ofa country prints excess money, Prices increase as there is too much
e Mardia, K.V,, and Jupp P.E. (2000): Directi e money in circulation chasing to few goods.
N WG VersioI)l onal Statistics, John Willey,Chichester. (b) Increase in Production and labour costs have a direct impact on the Price of the final
' i products resulting inflation.
& 4 ¢ o (c) Hightexes onconsumer products can also lead to inflation.
% (d) Whenacountry borrows money, it has to repay the principal with interest burden. This

interest burden may result in inflation.

In the recent period, India has been experiencing very high inflationary rates though it is
a cronic problem of our economy. The causes behind this rise are many. First, Indian agri-
culture still heavily depends on the monsoon. Due to bad monsoon in last few years produc-
tion of agricultural commodities in some regions had affected adversely and resulted in rise
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in food prices which is also termed as food
inflation. Secondly, the govt. has hiked the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) on many
important commodities to protect the inter-
est of the farmers. This has shifted the price
of many agricultural products. Thirdly, there
is also arise in the overall cost of production
due torise in the labour costs. Fourthly, there
is also a general rise in the world commodity
prices particularly food and fuel prices, This
global price rise situation has also adversely
affected our domestic market. Fifthly, govt.s
decision to do away with fuel subsidies has
also resulted in inflationary situation,
Measuring Inflation in India :

Broadly, inflation in India is measured
under two indices. The whole sale price In-
dex (WPI) and the consumer’s Price Index
(CPI). CPl is calculated in four different
ways, which-CP1 for Industrial workers, CPI
for Urban Non-Manual Employees
(UNME), CPI for Rural Labourer and
CPIfor Agricultural Labourer. The WP] is
used more frequently for measuring the over-
all inflation because of its simplicity in calcy-
lation and regularity in the measurement pro-
cess. It may be noted that the internationa]
practice of measuring inflation is by the Cp[,

Wholesale Price Inded (WPI)“ As its
name suggests WPI takes wholesale prices
in India. The WPI is the weighted price in-
dex of a basket of goods consisting of 435
commodities, which are categorised under
Ref.

1.YOJANA, Aug, 2010

2. Indian Economy- PK. Dhar

three major groups namely (a) Primarily Ar-
ticles (98 commodities), (b) Fuel Power,
Light and Lubricants (19 commodities), (c)
manufactured Products (318 commodities).
These three categorised are againdivided in
to smaller sub-groups. WPI is compiledona
weakly basis. In India the first WPI was con-
structed in 1947 by the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry. After that index number was
constructed in 1956 with 1952-53 as base
year. The Indian govt. takes WP] as an indi-
cator of the rate of inflation i the economy.

Consumer Price Index (CPI) ;
CP.I 1 measured on the basis of the
change in retail prices of 5 specified set of

8oods and services on which 4 particular

group of consumerg spend thei It
relflocttho pend their money.

£ et costof Living index condition
°rasimilar group based on retai] price. It

:tually veasures the increase in price that a
nsumer will l_lla?mamly have to pay for. The

Y €conomists today f; WPI
doo y feel that
STotactually meagyre the exact price rise
to bear because WPI is
co
Mputed on the pag;s of price in 1993-94.

3. An Introduction to Economics : J P.Goe] & H.Go
- Qog 3
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Socio-Cultural Diversity, Community Identity
and Elite Formation: A Study of Tea-Tribe Elites
in Three Districts of Upper Assam

Nandini Konwar
Dept. Sociology

' t is made to enquire the socio-cultural diversity, community
. In O:nrg gii}e’ ?’(I)lrfxtlt:tlil(l)z as well as to examine the role of elites among the tea garden
ldentltz'ni ty, one of the major communities living in Assam. .
community, ultural diversity is a hallmark of the contemporary world. In the globalized
Socw";:n'al flows, projects of defining and recognizing social identity have gained scope
arena oful i -cult,ural diversity includes race, class, ethnicity, age, gender, religion,
and forc.e. Socmther dimensions that make up the identity ni the individual. o
nationall'ty ando diversity hings on three universal human realities. Firstly, that each individual
scho-cdtm‘;a]l those individuals and their societies are interrelated and interdependent.
isunique. 56Tt % ;eties and culture are dynamic. Change may be rapid but will always
And thirdly that 0% rs of society in ways that reflect differences in power and status.

aﬁec'}fﬁeggg'mbi ey concept which help to understand socio-cultural diversity. These
ere

. omic status, (3) Ethnicity etc.
are—— gl) gmuue, gﬁg?z?gﬁzmMciw and(religion are flexible, socially constructed
s WIdebt;er:ome more or less salient in social and political relations at certain times
categories that ular conditions, effects both individual identities and group formation, may
and um?er partic fconflict affect people’s attitude and pattern their mode of integration.
undelr[;lmi‘:arl‘:;s ::p ‘:md impact of ethnic and religious categories —and the social formation
e -

d to align with them are so conditioned by a number of variable including gender,
presumed {0
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age and generation, class, occupation,
income, education, locality, legal status etc.

The department of socio-cultural
diversity at Delhi University is devoted to
empirical investigation and theoretical
development surrounding various modes and
manifestation of diversity. Underpinning

‘numerous multi-disciplinary projects, the

department utilizes a research framework
concerning three domains :- configuration of
diversity (or how diversities are conditioned
by population distribution, historical
economies) representation of diversity (or
how diversity are imagined in such
phenomena as category constructions in
policy, official) and encounters of diversity
(or how diversity are expressed through
Inter-group contact, cross-cutting network
and inter-relations between people within key
public spaces such as markets, workplace,
schools, neighborhoods.

Communities are a source of identity.
Every community has its distinct traditions,
values, & norms. Communities provide a
wealth of organized and deep rooted
knowledge, which builds from countless
interactions of various socio-political, socio-
economic and socio-cultural attributes that

~ occur over time. This knowledge become the

property of that particular community and
plays an important role in shaping the identity
structures of its members. The role of
communities in shaping the personality ofits
members depends on the nature of the
knowledge that is organized in its. socio-
cultural traditions. Analysis of an individual’s
community affiliations can enable the

researcher to comprehend the role that
community plays in forming the identity.
Consequently study of community identity
can help us to understand the relationship
between a person and the community.
Communities lacilitate sooja] interaction
among its members and faster the process
ofidentity formation, According to Komito
(1998) norms developed within acommunity
guides the behavior and enable the members
to develop collective identity. Itis important
to understand the mechanism that enable the
actors to develop shared understanding i.e.
the ul?derlying Structure that allows the
members to interact
ofientyy and to develop a sense

The concept of Community and identity

has recently been the subject ofa good deal

of debate in socia] philoso

Maclintyre, Tayler,
philosophers are often

[

h, Neverthelegs there
?:: ﬁ(:od l‘easohar ns for grouping them together,
ey share some mportant elements of

common ground. In thejr different Wways each
derelops acritique of libera] g g individualist

Specifically, the i

.7 1Y agree in reject
account of the individya] gy, sgzji::yugviglﬁ
is at the bas.ls of traditiopg liberal "
philosophy in both its utilitar; et

arian apd r
forms, By Contrast, thege Writers ll;lli?stts,
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we are essentially social beings. All our
distinctively human and moral characteristics
are constituted socially and historically. Our
desires and values, our ability to reason and
choose our very being and identity as human
agents and moral selves, are formed only in
and through our social relations and roles.
Individuals are not intellectually, morally
or physically equal and society at any level
of its development is not homogenous. On
the contrary, it is composed of vastly
numerous social groups, mixing in
innumerable ways. Inany particular grouping,
some people are more capable in their
particular branch of activity who are
considered as ‘elite’. Elite is a minority group
of individuals within a society who may
socially be acknowledged as superior in
some sense and who Influences or controls
some or all of the other segments of the
society. The classical writers on this topic V.
Pareto (1884-1996) G. Mosca (1858-1941)
and R. Michels defined ‘Elite’ is essentially
as a rulling elite or oligarchy. This view
amounts to make a distinction between those
«who rule’ and those ‘who are ruled’, the
minority who have the power and the
majority who lack it. Pareto, in his famous
writing ‘Mind and Society’ differentiates tl}e
governing elite, which is the focus of his
interest from the non-goveming elite and non-
elite. Mosca, in his wr.iting argues the
continuous, historical division between the
ruling class and the class tha}t isruled. The
power division between theeliteand th.e non-
elite may be in terms of the total society as
defined by Paretoand Mosca. The emphasis

of these writers was not only on the
discrepancy between the democratic
ideology of rule by the majority and minority
rule which actually existed but, more
importantly, on the fact that such elite or
oligarchic rule is inevitable within a
democracy. As Mosca put it, “The dominion
of organized minority, obeying a single
impdise over the unorganized majority is
inevitable.”

While all writers on elites regard them
as minorities i.e. as numerically as much
smaller than those that they influence or
control, some stress their group character,
where the elite members in some degree
know how to interact and cooperate with
one another towards certain ends. This
cohesive quality of the ruling elite is control
in C.W. Mills study. Here the similarity of
social background, of attitude and roles, of
the power skills, of personal and family
contact between elite ‘ members, and the
interchangeability of personal between the
top positions of the military, economic and
political institutions from which the power
elite is recruited, are indicated as the factors
fundamental to the cohesion of the elite.

Objective of study
This study has the following objectives.

The primary objectives of the present study

are —

(1) To understand the nature of diversity
present in the socio-cultural life of the
tea garden community, their composition
and heterogeneity.

(2) Toacquire knowledge of community
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identity.

(3) To explore the background and to
identify the ethnic and socio-cultural
linkages, ifany, behind the growth of elite
in a society of composite structure.

(4) Toexamine the role oféelite in bringing
about change in the society of tea-

garden community.

Methodology

This study covers three important
districts of Assam located in the upper part
of Assam. viz. Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and
Sivasagar. These three districts have
beautiful geographical location on the
southern bank of the river Brahmaputra.
Climatically these district enjoy hot summer
as well as very cold winter. Bounded by the
great range of Arunachal Pradesh hills, the
usually temperature is full of humidity.

For this study we have selected four elite
groups purposively. They are —

(1) Political elite

(2) Administrative elite

(3) Educational efite

(4) Studentelite

Among the tea garden community each
of these elite groups are considered to have

important contribution towards their

community. ‘

Both primary and secondary data are
collected for the study. The primary data are
collected from the respondents with the help
of interview schedule, field observation,
face-to-face interaction and case study. The
secondary data are collected from the various
sources. The Dibrugarh University Central

Library, office of the Assam Chah Mazdoor
Sangha (ACMS), Garden Offices, district
library are the important sources of
secondary information for the study.

An interview schedule consisting
around 55 questions covering the various
aspects of life of the elites are prepared.
These schedules were prepared in English
language. But during interview it was
translated into Assamese language, because
Assamese has become the popular and
accepted language. The questions are both
structured and open-ended. The questions
are so-framed that the respondents can
understand them easily. The data collected
with the help of interview schedule will be
used permanent record for tabulation.

Respondents are interviewed
persgnally, but in some cases the schedules
are distributed. The schedules are distributed
to those respondents who are educationally
better offand took many interests in filling
Fhos.e by themselves. Thig procedure helped
indirectly by two ways — first some
respondents preferred to answer the question
in the absence of researcher and it thus
became easier for the researcherto save time
also. In }he face-to-face interview the
average time spent with the respondent are
one hour.

The researcher visited the Distri
office of ACMS for several occasi;[fl'l?.ﬁg
visit to the offices located at Tinsukia and
Moranare very fruitful,
. Inthis initial stage of our observation, it
is found that the tea-labour community is a
heterogeneous society.
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Findings

Till today I have collected data from

250 respondents. In Dibrugarh district I have
collected data from 100 respondents. In
Tinsukia district I have collected data from
80 respondents. In Sivasagar district ] have
collect data from 70 respondents. Among
250 respondents, 51 belong to political elite
group, 80 belong to administrative elite
group, 71 belong to educational elite group
and other 48 belong to student elite group.
The tea garden labour community
presents an unique world of caste / sub-caste
ortribes. It is to be noted that the tea garden
community prefer the name sub-tribe instead

of caste. The 250 respondents identify

themselves as having as many as 38 tribes.
These are, for e.g, —Orang who are originally
from Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh. They are also known as Kudukh.

Karmakar from Madhya Pradesh,

Maharashtra, Jharkhand. They belong to ST.

Koiri from Orissa, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh. They are
originally agricultural group. .

Kishan from Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa
and West Bengal.

Keot from Orissa, Uttar Pradesh. They
were originally Nadiyal caste. They were
involved in fishing, fish business and boat
business. . .

Kumbhakar from Orissa, Bihar,
Jharkhand.

Konwar from Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh. . o

Kurmi from Bihar, UP, Orissa. Majopty
of them now live in rural area and pursuing

agriculture as their main source of income.

Kalindi from UP, Jharkhand and West
Bengal.

Kharia from Bihar, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Orissa.

Gowala from UP, West Bengal,
Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. In other
part of India they are considered as OBC.
But in Assam they are not getting that status.

Gonju from Biliar, Jharkhand and West
Bengal. They are very very educationally
poor in Assam.

Gond who are major tribe group in
whole India, originally from Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal.

~ Ghatowar from Jharkhand and West
Bengal. They are basically Ghatowal class.

Sonar from West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Although they
are back ward in Assam but in all Indian
scenario they are advanced tribe.

Chick Boraik from West Bengle, Bihar
and Jharkhand.

Santhal from Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Orissa. They have 12 (sept) - (a)
Hasda, (b) Murmo, (c) Kisko, (d) Hemram,
(e) Mardi, (f) Todu, (g) Soren, (h) Basca, (i)
Besra, (j) Soree, (k) Pcwria, (1) Bedia.

- Sundi or Sun from West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh. In Assam they are considered as
OBC. They are educationally advanced
group. :

Sasa from Orissa, West Bengal. They
are considered as advanced tribe among tea
tribe but in Assam tFieyare considered as
OBC.
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Jolha from Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal. They are basically
Muslim.

Tanti from Orissa, West Bengal, Bihar
and Jharkhand.

Teli or Sahu from Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand and West Bengal.

Deb majhi from Jharkhand and West
Bengal. Their population is very small not

above 3000. ) :

Dhanowar from Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Bilashpur.

Nagbonshi from Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra.

~ Pradhan from Andra Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh. =

Basfor from Madhya Pradesh. They
belong to Harijan caste.

Bonia from W’est Bengal, Jharkhand,
Bihar. ’

Bedia from West Bengal, Bihar and
Jharkhand. ‘
Bhuya from Orissa, Jharkhand, West

Bengal, Bihar. :
Bhakta from Bihar, Jharkhand and West

foumij from Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa
and West Bengal.

Munda from Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Orissa and Bihar.

Manki from Jharkhand and Orissa.

Mahili from Orissa, Bihar, Jharkhand
and West Bengal.

Rabidas from Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Jharkhand.

Sabor from Orissa, Jharkhand, West

Bengal.

The above mentioned tea-labour and
ex-tea garden community live in various

tea gardens, villages and town areas.

For e.g. in Dibrugarh district they live in
Khowang. Tea garden, Jalan Tea Estate,
Borbaruah Tea Estate, Dikom Tea Estate,
Pithaguti Tea Estate, Jamirah Tea Estate,
Sealkoti Tea Estate, Nadowa Tea Estate,
Greenwood Tea Estate, Sesa Tea Estate,
Hagilbank Tea Estate, Teloijan Tea Estate,
Disang Tea Estate, Namrup Tea Estate. In
Sivasagar District— they live in Moran Tea
Estate, Sepan Tea Estate, Moskora Tea
Estate, Sonari Tea Estate, Mathurapur Tea
Estate, Napuk lea Estate.

In Tinsukia district — they live in
Doomdoma Tea Estate, Raidang Tea Estate,
Panitola Tea Estate, Pengri Tea Estate,
Bogapani Tea Estate, Khartangani Tea
Estate, Digboi Tea Estate, Talap Tea Estate,
Khang Tea Estate, Holonghabi Tea Estate,
Srikrishna Tea Estate,

In our observation it is found that
although most of them identify themselves as
Tea garden community or Ex-Tea garden
community (ETGL) but one noted writer of

Tea garden community expressed his-

dissatisfaction with this name. His opinion is
that his forefather was never associated with
tea garden. So why they should be called tea
garden community, he questioned? He said
that he loved to be known as Assamese first.

The above mentioned tea tribe and ex-

tea garden community are Categorically

lq}own by various names like —Adivasi, Tea
tribe, Ex-tea garden Community etc, fo; e.g.

Orao, Kaya, Kurku, Kharia, Saowra

O KHOJ 0O An Annual Journal of Dibry Collegen

Bhumij, Munda, Sabor consider themselves
as Adivasi. But others whose nams
mentioned above donot consider themselves
as Adivasi.

The technique of observation occupies
aprominent place in the present day research
work. The researcher had the opportunity
to participate with the tea garden community
at various occasion like — Karam puja, Tusu
Parab etc. The tea tribe community observes
a number of socio-religious festivals in
different season of the year. Apart from
marriage ceremony, birth and death rituals,
the tea-tribe population observes a number

of ceremonies and festivals in their daily life. '

The researcher had the opportunity to
witness some of such occasions which
entailed scopes for gathering information
required for the study.

Tea Garden community has their
distinctive language, dialect and culture. They
have their own language which is known as
“Sadri”. But among the Santhal, tribe
language (or duwan) is known as “‘Santhali”
language which is recognized by constitution
of India. Similarly their religious beliefand

Bibliography
Ahuja, Ram 1975

practices also differ from one tribe to another
tribe. The religion of Joiha and Gotha tribe is
Islam while other tribe is basically Hindu.
Among Hindu tribe there is also a concept
of upper and lower tribe. In our observation
it is found that some tribes for e.g. Kurmi,

- Kisan, Koiri, Tanti, Bonia consider

themselves as upper tribe than other tribe like
~Bhumij, Ghatowar, Kalindi, Bowari, Lohar,
Bhuya, Robidas, Ghasi.

This provides a scenario of
heterogeneous social and cultural identities.
In other word, we can say that the tea garden
community is not homogenous group, buta
community of heterogamous structure in
terms of language and socio-cultural
background.

Identity and Elite Formation

In this heterogeneous group we observe
that people from different social background,
cultural background, and educational
background create identity in different field.
For e.g. we find people who create identity
in political, cultural, educational, literary
administrative and in the field of sports. And
this is also in local and national level.

Political Elites and Modemization, The Bihar
Politics, Minakshi Prakashan, New Delhi,j 76

Aiken, Michel and Paul Mot (eds.)
1970 The Structure of Community Power.
New York Random House.

Aron,Raymond. 1950 a

“Social Structure and the Ruling class”, British

Journal of Sociology, 1 (March).
1957b° “The Opium of the Intellectuals” London,

QKHOJ 0 An Annual Journal of Dibru College @

@d



Secker and Warburg,

Bachrach. Peter and Morion S Baratz

1962

" Bendix,R. 1964

Bottornore, T.B. 1965 a

“Two Faces of Power”, Americal Politics
Science Review 56(December), pp.947-52.
“Public Authority ina Developing Political
Community The case of India”, in Nation
Building and Citizenship, Willy Eastern Pvt. Ltd.,
New Delhi, pp.215-290.

“Modern Elites in India”, in Towards a Socology
of Culture in India, TK.N. Unithan &

I. Deva (Ed), New Delhi.

1970 b Elites and Society, Penguine Books.
1975 ¢ Sociology and Social Criticism, George Allen
and Unwin, Ltd., London.
Burton, Michael G and John Highley .
1987 a “Elite Settlement”, Amercian Sociological Review
52:295-307.
1987 b Invitation to Elite theory, pp.133-43 in Power

Clark TerryN. 1968 a

1968 b

1968 ¢

1968 d

COIes GD H 1955

Elites and Organization, edited by G William
Dombhoff and ThomasR. Dye. Newbury Park,
CA : Sage.

Community Structure and Decision Making

Comparative Analysis. San Francisco : Chandler
Publishing Company.

Who Governs, where, when and with what effects?”

in Terry N Clark (ed ) Community Structure and
Decision Making : Comparative Analysis, op cit .
pp 15-23

“Communiti Structure and Decision Making” in
Terry N Clark (ed.) Community Structyre and
Decision Making Comparative Analysis
pp-91-126

‘c@mmw Structure, decision making, budget
expenditures, and urban renewal in 5 1 American
Communities” Anierican Sociological Revi

33 (August) : 576-93 el Keview
Studies in Class Structure, London,

,op.cit.,

QKHOJ 0 An Annual Journal of Dibru College g

Dahl, RobertA 1961
Danzger, M Herbert 1964

Who Governs? New Haven Yale University Press.
“Community Power Structure Problems and
Continuities", American Sociological Review 29
(Oct.) 707:7 17.

Deutsch, Karl W and Edinger, Louis J

1959

Fainsoc, Merle 1963

Field G Lowell and John Higley
1980
Freeman, Linton C. 1968

Germany Regions the Powers : Mass opinion,

- Interest Groups and Eliiies in contemporary
. German Foreign Policy. Standford University

Press.

How Russia is Ruled. Rev. ed. Russian Research
Centre Studies, Cambridge, Mass Harvard
University Press.

“Elitism” Routledge and Kegan Paul, London.
Patterns of Local Coimnunity Leadership
indianpolis : Bobbs—Merrill ‘

Gerth, Hans H. and C.W. Mills (trans.)

1946

Gutsman, Wilhelm L. 1963

From Max Weber : Essays on Sociology, New
York: Oxford University Press.

The British Political Elite, London : Mac Gibbon
and kee. .

¢ 6 ¢+ ¢

GKHO) 9 An Annual journal of Dibru College Q

@9



-~ ——

The Concept of Economic Inequality

Jolly Chutia
Dept. of Sociology

Life isa process of continuous adjustment and readjustment. As understood the social
organism is always undergoing a change necessitating adjustment of its different parts. When
the various parts of society are properly adjusted, we have a well settled society, but when
it fail the result is disorganisation. Social disorganisation is opposite to organisation. When
the parts of social structure do not perform their functions efficiently and effectively or perform
them badly, there occurs an imbalance in society. According to Emile Durkhaim social
disorganisation is a state of disequilibrium and a lack of social solidarity or consensus among
the members'of a society and according to Mowerer social disorganisation is the process
by which the relationships between members of a group are shaken. So according to them,
just as social organisation provides the means by which a society maintains its unity and
cohesion through effective control of its members and hence, functions smoothly.

Society as we know, is a web of social relationship. In an organised society social

 relations have some patterns and mechanisms. When the relations become disordered or

disintegrated there is social disorganisation,

Philosophically, inequality is a universal reality because no two persons are equal. There
can be various aspects of inequality and we can say about poverty. Poverty where the
population is large in size than it effects the development, growth and prospertiy. Poverty is
are of the main problem. It indicates a condition in which 4 person fails to maintain a luring
standard adequate for his physical and menta] efficiency. It is a relative concept. According
to Adam Smith, " Man is rich or poor according to the degree in which he can afford to
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enjoy the necesseties, the conveniences and
the amusements of life." The form of these
minimum necessities however, change
according to place and time.

Two types of standard are common in
economic literature. One the absolute and
the relative. In the absolute standard,
minimum physical qualities of cereals, pulses,
milk, butter etc. are determind and according
to the relative standard income distributor of
the population in different fracture groups is
estimated.

Poverty inequalities are responsible for
many factors like personal, geographical,
economical and social. These factors differ
from man to man and society to society

. because it is concerned with living standard

and needs of the individuals and society.
Poverty is the out come of our modern trade
and exchange system which equales few to
amass wealth and enjoy all comforts of life.

Thus poverty is related to wealth. But it is -

also related to standard of living. In India
where the people have low living standard,
those who are supposed to have

comparatively higher standard ofliving may
be considered and treated as poor in societies
wlwxethelivingslandatdisveryhigh. Poverty
isalsorelated to comfort. In societies where
the people have sufficient to eat live and wear,
the poverty may be judged according to
comfort available. Thus we can consider that
poverty isnotabsolute but only arelative term.

At last but not the least we can say that
the concept of economic inequalities means
poverty, and one of the foremost social
problem where in sufficient supply of those
things which are requisite for an individual to
maintain himself, which makes differences in
economic status among members of a
society.

No problem a single cause and no
priority can be ranked. And economic
inequalties which can say about poverty bring
human being into different stages. And
poverty cannot be solved without solving
illiteracy. So education implies some kind of
change for the better in person. Education in
both forms, formal and informal is essential
for a total development of the individual.
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Eco-Tea Tourism In Assam
A Swot Analysis

Sohan Lal Yadav
Dept. of Commerce

Introduction
Tourism plays a major role in the growth of an economy. Eco-tea-tourism js the fast
growing industry and it has immense potentialities in generating employment and earning
foreign exchange. It also provides livelihood to the host of people. Tourism sector accounts
for 12% of the world export, 8% of global employment and it has beep forecasted that by
2020 tourism industry would be the single biggest industry in the world
Objectives
The specific objectives of the paper are to provide answers to the following questions:-
)  Tomakeaneffort to highlight the importance of Eco-tourism for the economic
development of the North-Eastern Region of India.
i) Todetermine the steps required to overcome the problems of Eco-tea tourism
development
i) To find out the SWOT analyis

Research Methodology:

Both primary and secondary sources of information are considered to draw up a logical
base of the paper

Primary Data: In respect of primary source, a survey

has been carried out with a
set of question (English and Assamese) considering local .1
people res i
of ki _ Ple residing near a tourist spot
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Secondary data: Secondary data have been collected mostly from journals, books,
newspapers, websites and internet, articles, etc. :

The Prominent Tea-estates in Assam are

1. William Son Tea-estate

2. Tata Group Tea-estate

3. Jalan Group Tea-estate

4. Amguri Tea-estate

5. Saharia Tea-estate

6. Ginjia Tea-estate ,

Above mentioned tea-estates have already projects to convert tea-estate bungalows
in Assam into tourist lodges

PROPOSED TO TEATOURISM FESTIVAL: :

The festival would be called Tea Tourism Festival with focus on Tea Tourism. The
Festival is organized in association with the District Administration of jorhat, Sivasagar,
Golaghat and other concerned Tea related organizations like Assam branch Indian Tea
Association (ABITA), Assam Tea Plantation Association of Assam (ATPA) and Tea
association of India (TAI) etc.

Swot Analysis
Strength Weaknesses
1. TeaTourism isat present budding 1. Ithasmany unorganised
industries in Assam government tourism services.
2. Tea Tourism is one of the important 2. Poor quality of Transport services

activities of modern time

3. Assam is one of the best destinations 3. Sense of insecurity of the prevails in
of tourisms where tourist can the state is a cause of concern
experience a great variety of wild life. }

4. Tea-estates bungalowsareoftenwell | 4. Poor quality of service of tourist
preserved relic of the colonial era lodge and staff
with large courtyard swimming
pools, century old trees and green
lawns, which capture an old world

charm
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tourism in Assam

Swot Analysis
Opportunities Threats
1. Formulation ofaneed based tea 1. Assam virtually doesnothave
tourism policy is an urgent any trained guides placed in important
requirement for the promotion of tea

Places of tourist attraction

2. The natural beauty and wildlife wealth | 2. The problem of insurgency stands as
continue to attract a sizeable number the stumbling block to the tourist
of domestic and foreign tourist to Assam, development of Assam

3. Road communication to most of the 3. Frequent climate changes and havoc
Tea garden is fairly well maintained floods affects the tourist environment
and the bungalows with modern inthe Assam.
facilities located there are generally
kept ready for visitors and guests.

‘4. Many of these Tea gardens have Polo| 4. The tea planters have to play a dual
Fields and Golf courses. Helipads role as planter as well as a host to
also well maintained in these gardens the tourist withoyt Proper training
by the authority. - '

* Suggestion to overcome problems:-

*  The picture of North-cast of India should be displayed in nationa) ang international
airports. The website of north-east tourism should be upgraged giving all the details
on tourism. Apart from the above, the following four points must be considered for
the betterment of North-east tourism.

* 1. Tourism Package;- There may be an integrated approach to promote tourism
in the region with an attractive package of nature,eco,tea, adventure tourism, wild
life tourism together. Tourist should get benefit of different types of tourism {
single tour package. ma

* 2. Social Awareness Programme: - More social awareness programmes should
be started to boost tourism products such as the innovative campaign cal]
“Incredible.lndia” and “Atithi Devo Bhavah_ » Paign c ed

*  3.ProperDevelopment of Infrastructures: - Proper development of infrastructure

(44
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and other facilities including new tourism products should be created in the region
for the tourists. _

4. Multinational Tourism Companies Involvement: - The multinational

companies should be invited in the North-east in order to create new tourism products.
* CONCLUSION:

From our above analysis we have come to this conclusion that tourism and
economic are two sides of the same coin for economic development of north
east region and tourism and economic development are inter dependent.

Eco-tea tourism industry has the bright prospective in Assam including north
—eastern region of India. The govt. should take initiative to encourage this
industry. .

A proper plan to entire tourist is the need of the hour: A plan should be formulated
Jor tourists to attract a total of tea tourism at affordable price.

We hope in future Eco—tea tourism industry will be one of the most profitable
industries of Assam
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Water The Elixir Of Life :

A Human Perspective
" Pranab Paul
Dept of Botany

There is an old saying in English “Water is the only drink for wise man”, Water is the
elixir of life as it is supposedly able to make living organisms live forever, But for the water
present on earth which is about 67% only less than 2.7% of global water is fresh water.
Most of the fresh water 2.05% is locked in ice caps and glaciers. Only less than 0.7% is.
- available for human use. There can be no two views regarding the significance of.wa:

because life is not possible without water. Life certainly originated in water and that h:;
been experimentally shown by evolutionary scientists. Most biochemica] reactions take pl
in water be it photosynthesis, respiration, digestion, etc. All organisms ha p'ace
environment. The maig:‘l part ofa cell is protoplasm which is watery in
argue that spores or seed contain very little water or no
dormant stage in its life cycle. The activities of life are shx;ﬁzzgfzg nti:’t represents t.he
water. Eﬂxlzen the most complex organ, the human brain is 859, water in contact with

In the present scenario, a question arises in our mind 1€ e ... R
safe is our .water? According toKofi Annan, fomgfégi;f; ;‘Jea:aelr {]vﬁcoh t? life; how
safe water is a fundamental hum.an need, and therefore, a basjc human ri’ght C , Acc.ess to
“faie.” e?pardlze sboth the physm?l and social health of all people. Itis anat.fr ontamilnated
dignity”. Ithasbee:n found.that with the growth of humapn pop ula.ﬁ p ont to uman
modern technologies, the risk for water contamination is increnc; onan de.velopment in
by Time Magazine, “Over four thousand chemicals Teasing. According to a report

_ have been found drinkin:. ’
not to say about the pathogens this has become achallenge to modem sl:::nl::re and tecinw;t:;y,
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nature. Some may

ve their own aquatic '

The pathogens which are encountered
in water can be studied under the following
headings.

Waterborne diseases — These dis-
eases arise from the contamination of water
by human or animal body excretions infected

by virus and bacteria (Cholera, Typhoid etc.) -

Water privation diseases — These
diseases are concerned with lack of suffi-
cient water for personal hygiene. These cause
skin and eye infections in human beings.

Water based diseases — A part of the
life cycle of the pathogen requires water.
Schistosomiasis also called snail fever is
caused by Platyhelminthes or fluke which
spends a part of its life in water and thus en-
ters human body through water.

Water related diseases — Water pro-
vides a home for insect vectors which
spreads diseases like Malaria, Dengue etc.

A lot of research is done and is going
on in the disease causing micro organisms.
But in the recent times it is observed that there
is an upsurge of ground water contamina-
tion. In that context it is necessary for proper
scientific scrutiny and see that the harms
caused by such chemical is minimized. Wa-
ter contains in ita number of solutes dissolved
init. This s called TDS (Total Dissolved Sol-
utes). It is expressed in mg/litre or in ppm.
The standard accepted is 1050mg/litre in In-
dia. According to WHO standards the 'IDS
should range between 500mg —2000mg/li-
tre. The TDS level in water can be controlled
by RO (reverse osmosis) filters. .

While studying the effects of: chemlca?ls
present in water in human health we will

come across certain terms like acceptable
daily intake (ADI) or guideline value (GV).
There are certain values which are found out
by applying the following formulas.

ADI=NOAEL or LOAEL /UF

GV=ADI X Body weight XP/C

Where,

ADI —-Acceptable daily intake

NOAEL - No observed adverse ef-
fect level . '

LOAEL - Lowest observed adverse
effect level

UF —Uncertainty factor

GV.—Guideline value

BW -Body weight

P—Fraction of ADI allocatedto drink-

C-Daily ifitake of water

According to WHO standards for cal-
culating guideline value (GV), body weight
is taken 60kg for adults, 10kg for child, Skg
for infants and the daily intake of water is
taken to be 2 litres for adults, 1 litre for child
and 0.75 litre for infants. .

. Certain chemicals are found in much
excess than the guideline values and hence
cause immense harm to animal and human
life. Arsenic, Antimony, Benzene, Bromate,
Cadmium, Chlorite, Copper, Floride, Lead,
Mercury, Nitrates, Nitrites etc. are found in
excess in the ground water.

Some of them are very harmful. Arsenic
is a B1 carcinogen, cadmium can cause
prostate cancer, chloride drastically de-
creases brain weight as shown in a study in
mice, lead can damage brain, kidney, and
nervous system.
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Hence two step measure is essential for
safe water.

i Proper disposable of harmful
chemicals so that it does not pollute ground
water and other fresh water bodies.

ii. Treating drinking water by proper
scientific methods should be adopted.

India finds mutated DNA news item
published by NewYork Times dated Decem-
ber 2007 was a very horrific story regarding
chemical contamination of water in Punjab,
the green belt of India. A two year study
commissioned by the Punjab Popullation
Control Board found mutated DNA in blood
samples of 65% of the people tested and
high rate of cancer and other diseases. Most
recent study conducted by Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Education and research,
a school in Punjab looked at the chemical
composition of five drains as well as the
chemical pollution of ground water and found
non-specific nutrition and unsafe level of ar-
senic and mercury in ground level. Accord-
ing to the latest research done by Punjab
Agriculture University reported that 80% of
the ground water in Punjab was unfit for hu-
man consumption and that ground water had
lethal concentrations of arsenic. Children of
Punjab village of Giana have started graying
and aging prematurely. In a recent TV pro-
gram “Satyamev Jayate” hosted by Amir
Khan the plight of the people of Punjab was

It is not that developing countries are
only suffering, recently on September15,
2012 in “New York Times” there was news
on the “Perchlorate’, a dangerous chemica]

found in rocket fuel. This chemical had
seeped into ground water in atleast 400 lo-
cations. Perchlorate impairs the normal func-
tioning of thyroid thus potentially stunting
normal growth of foetus, infants and children.

‘The move announced by Environmental Pro-
 tection Agency (EPA) USA is a major step

towards modernizing the nation clean water
loss. The move forced to reverse a decision
0f2008 finding by George W Bush that a
nationwide standard for the chemical was
unnecessary and would do little to reduce
risk to human health.

To give an economical overview of
water, it isan established fact that a country’s
overall development strategy and
microeconomic policies are directly or indi-
rectly affected by demand and investment in
water related activities. The social factor is
also of great concern. Two in every ten
people in earth lack access to safe water.
99% of'the five thousand people who die of
diarrhoea disease everyday are under the age
of five. Many girls of the student age group
spend four to six hours everyday fetching and

. fenrying water, which effectively preclude girls

from lc3>btaining education.

. ?'2025 additional water requirement
to eliminate hungerand undemom?shment of
the world population will be equivalentto all
t!1e water withdrawn and used today for ag-
ricultural, industrial and domestic purpose.
!)egrafiation of fresh water ecosystems can
Intensify competition and potential for con-
flict and access to shared water resources.
Wafer Imanagement is the key. Efficient and
equitable management of rivers, lakes, ground

—

s OKHOJ Q0 An Annual Journal of Dibry CollegeQ

water, coastal areas results into more food,
income and time for the poor.

The urban population of developing
countries is expected to nearly double from
two thousand to two thousand thirty from 2
billion to almost 4 billion. Within 2015 to
2020 the urban population in developing
countries will exceed the rural population for
the first time. Proper scientific water man-
agement will be required. The problems have
to be foreseen and deliberate commitment
on the part of the government is required.

‘An epidemic swept Peru in 1991. It
caused around US D 1 billion to treat. Add
to it the value of lost working days and lives
lost. But the matter of the fact is that only
one tenth was enough to prevent it.

Over the last two decades, India has
implemented major investment programs in
rural water supply and sanitation. Corrup-
tion has become a major hindrance but then
Karnataka which was the site of US D 200
million project completed in 2001 provided

References:

direct benefit to approximately 5.5 million

peoples.

Certain suggestions given by different
world bodies for proper water management
are —

o  Preventive integrated management ap-

proach.

Surveillance of drinking water quality.

Active role of public health authorities.

Awareness.

Land covers modification. -

Controlled application of fertilizers, insec-

ticides, herbicides and other chemicals.

Urban and rural resident development.

e  Extraction activities.

e  Basictechnical trainingand technology
transfer in drinking water supply and
management.

Water is one of the most important natu-
ral resource for life on earth. A system of
continued support, follow up and dissemi-
nation of the water quality program is re-
quired to achieve and maintain sustainability.

WHO (2004). Guidelines for drinking-water quality, 3rd ed., World Health Orga-

nization, Geneva.

Chemicals used to treat your drinking water might be hurting you, environmental group
says Gil Aegerter, Staff Writer, NBC News National Toxicology Program: 12th Report on

Carcinogens

Madigan, M. P, Zielger, R. G, Benichou, J., Byrne, C., and Hoover, R. N. (1995).
Proportion of breast cancer cases in the United States explained by well-established risk

factors, Journal of the National Cancer Institute 87, 1681-1685

Chiazze, L., and Ference, L. D. (1981). Mortality among PVC-fabricating employ-
ees, Environmental Health Perspectives 41,137-143.
Ward, E. (1995). Overview of preventable industrial causes of occupational cancer,

Environmental Health Perspectives 103(Suppl 8), 197-203.
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Twenty Years of India’s Economic Reform

Jayanta Saud

Department of Economics
L 4

The Government of India initiated a slew of economic reforms, which came to known
as New Economic Policy (NEP) to combat the economic crisis of nineties. Three broad
components of NEP are the policy of Liberalisation (L) in place of licensing (L) for the
industries and trade, the policy of Privatisation (P) in place quotas (Q) for the industrialists
and the policy of Globalisation (G) in place of permits (P) for exports and imports. Thus
LPG was set to replace LQP in 1991. ’

In 1990-1991, India’s Foreign exchange reserves fell to such a low level that these
were not enough to pay an import bill of even ten days. The situation grew so acute that
Chandrasekhar government had to mortgage country’s gold reserves with the World Bank
to discharge its foreign debt servicing obligation. But persistent economic reforms that in
two decades transformed India’s living standards and its place in the world. In 1991 India
was viewed globally as a bottomless pit for foreign aid, periodically hit by food and forei
exchange crises and hamstrung by an immense web of controls imposed in the holy name%;
socialism. Early that year, The Economist magazine carried a survey on India titled “The
Caged Tiger,” which concluded sorrowfully that India would remain trapped in its cage
unable to join other Asian tigers thathad become “miracle economies.” Many analysts sgv;
India as a lumbering elephant, in stark contrast to the Chinese tiger. . YR

The Indian elel?hant has indeed morphed Intoa tiger in these twenty years. It averaged
8.5 percent growth in the last decade and survived the Great Recession 0f2007-09 with
only minor bumps before returning to 8.5 percent growth in 2010-11_ Its ita i
has shot u;;iﬁlici)m §300in 1991 to almost $1,700 today, and its GDP'thisp;;:ra z:cpe:gmcilntlz
exceed $2 trillion in nominal terms. It is hailed today as a potential superpower and has been
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proposed by the United States for a
permanent seat on the United Nations
Security Council. Political analysts see itas
perhaps the only credible Asian check on
Chinese hegemony in the 21st century. Many
analysts predict that India will strongly
compete with China to become the fastest-
growing economy in the world. 4
Nevertheless the unfinished reform
agenda remains huge. The Doing Business
report of the World Bank ranks India at just
134" of 183 countries in ease of doing
business. India ranks only 134® (according
to 2011 report) in the United Nations’

" Human Development Index, and its

nutritional indicators are among the worst in
the world. A quarter of the country’s districts
suffer from some sort of Maoist insurrection.
India needs major economic and govemance
reforms in the years to come.

India followed a socialist pattern of
development, emphasizing self-sufficiency
and public-sector dominance after getting
power from British in 1947. It was inward
looking and sceptical of markets and
international trade. Poverty did not fall at all
in the three decades after independence, and
GDP growth averaged just 3.5 percent per
year (the so-called “Hindu m” of gmwt.h),
just halfof what had been achieved by Asmn
tigers with outward-looking, market-friendly
policies. But some sort of economic
liberalization plus runaway public spendlpg
helped accelerate GDP growthto 5.5 percent
in the 1980s. But this was based on
unsustainable borrowing, and it ended inmfs
when India ran out of foreign exchange in

1991.

Rajiv Gandhi was widely expected to
win the general election in June 1991 buthe
was assassinated. No party won an absolute
majority in that election, and the Congress
Party formed a fragile minority government
headed by a political lightweight, Narasimha
Rao and Dr. Manmohan Singh had given the
Finance portfolio. As Finance Minister in
Narasimha Rao’s cabinet, Dr. Singh made
the most decisive break with a 50-year-old
economic history by launching India’s market
reforms and rescuing the almost bankrupt
nation from collapse. In fraught summer of
1991, Dr. Singh devalued the rupee,
abolished most of the quotas and licences
that dictated who could produce what, and
opened some industries to foreign capital. He
commended his budget proposals to
parliament by paraphrasing Victor Hugo: “No
power on Earth can stop an idea whose time
has come.” '

So, both economic and political
conditions were highly unfavourable. The
Soviet Union was collapsing, making it clear
that more socialism was not the answer.
Opposition parties accused India of having
sold out to the International Monetary
[Fund and swore to reverse the reforms when
they came to power. But within two years
the reforms restored India’s finances, and in
the three years from 1994 to 1997 India
averaged 7.5 percent GDP growth, a new
record. This was too successful to reverse,
and so India continued down the reform path
even when other political combinations came
to power. The reform process was halting,
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inconsistent, and sometimes partially
reversed, yet the overall direction remained
unaltered. India emerged as a major power
in brain-intensive industries ranging from
computer software and medical tourism to
auto exports and research and development.

The Asian Financial Crisis of 1997
was first test of the resilience of Indian
reforms. Growth took a hit, yet the country

survived without serious damage, without -

imposing new controls on capital inflows, and
without having to go hat in hand to the IMF
like so many other Asian neighbours.

The financial sector used to be a virtual
government monopoly but has now been

- liberalized with the entry of several private
and foreign players, though the sector remains
heavily regulated, and 70 percent of banking
is still in government hands. Foreign
investment has been liberalized in most areas,
though much remains to be done in service
industries like retail, banking and insurance.
Privatization has been very limited, but
private investment in infrastructure and other
areas previously reserved for the government
has transformed the country, especially in
telecom.

When India started down this reform
path 20 years ago, sceptics abounded. Leftist
critics predicted that India was going down
the World Bank-International Monetary
Fund (IMF) path that had supposedly
resulted in a “lost decade” of economic
growth in Africa and Latin America in the
1980s and warned that India would suffer 3
similar fate. They predicted that opening up
and cuts in import duties would cause massive

unemployment and de-industrialize India.
They wamed that multinational giants would
rapidly take over the Indian economy and
that Indian companies would go bust or
become subservient underlings of foreigners.
They also warned that the fiscal stringency

imposed by the IMF would strangle social

spending and safety nets, hitting the poor.
Every one of these dire predictions turned
out to be wrong. Far from suffering a ““lost
decade,” India became a miracle economy
averaging 8.5 percent growth in the 2000s.
Far from getting de-industrialized, Indian
industry rose to new heights with the abolition
of controls, and many new Indian giants

_emerged like Tata Motors, Reliance, Bajaj

etc. A few Indian companies were indeed
taken over by multinational corporations, but
most Indian companies comfortably held their
own, and dozens became multinationals in
their own right, acquiring companies across
the; globe. The multinational firm Arcelor
Mittal, with roots in India, is now the world’s
largest steel company. India’s Tata Stee] has
taken over and turned around Corus, an
Apglq-Dutch company six times its size. The
Birla group has taken over Novellis of Canada
to become the sixth biggest aluminium
company in the world. Tata Motors has
acquued.and turned around Jaguar Land
Rover,anlcorﬁcoompanyﬂlalhadnmuphuge
losses under previous owners like BMW and
Ford. Many top Indian software and
gmeg:ilscal th:;:)mpanies'have become

(v) ugh forei uisitions.
hduiq,!ndiabeganwﬁvdé'}iﬁxaxa?qmmaldng
acquisitions abroad.
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Far from suffering a fiscal squeeze on
social spending, such spending rose to new
heights, financed by booming revenues that
accompanied booming GDP growth.
However, failure to reform service delivery
meant that much of the additional revenue
was wasted or diverted to the undeserving,
while corruption flourished. Despite such
waste, India enjoyed a record increase in
literacy in the two decades of reform, and
poverty fell substantially. However, some
social indicators did not improve quickly, and
India’s proportion of underweight children—

a measure of malnutrition—was the third-
worst in the world at 46.7 percent. This is
one reason India remained far down in the
Human Development Index of the United
Nations. Twenty years after reforms began,
the Indian public is angry at high corruption
arising out of crony capitalism, often a
product of half-baked reform. Many analysts
also worry that inequality is rising, the poor
have not benefited enough, and poor states
are getting left behind even as Maoist
insurrection in many states worsens. But the
unfinished agenda remains large.

4 4 & ¢
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Working of Regional Rural Bank
. "A case study of
Assam Gramin Vikash Bank of Barbaruah"

Ravi Thakur
Dept. of Commerce
&

INTRODUCTION

The emergence of rural Banking in India can be traced back to early twentieth century
with the establishment of credit co-operative in 1904. During 1950-51 such credit co-
operative could provide only 2.9 percent and the total loan requirement of cultivator and
non-cultivators of the rural India; while the bulk of borrowing where made professional
money lender (43.8%), friends and relative (14.4%) and other sources (41.8%). Thus the
rural credit structure including the Primary Agriculture credit societies (PACS) remained
financially and administratively weak to provide necessary credit to the rural people.

The necessity and important of the institutional rural credit structure Wwas recongnised
soon after the submission of the recommendations of " An India Rural Credit Survey" (AIRCS,
1951) in 1954. As per the recommendation of AIRCS committee the first step taken in the
direction was conversion of the imperial Bank of India, which acted as amajor supplier of
credit in the country into State Bank of India in 1955 (as per BIACT, 1955).

So, ina bid to expedite the rural development of the country, the RRB were established
in 1975. The RRB soon after their establishment have shown tremendous growth in the term

of branch expansion. Further the RRB were expected to the ability to mobilize the dormant

rural fleposit access to rural money market and in providing of small credit to small and
ma,rgma].formel', rural artisans, agricultural labourers and to other people of small means
engaged in productive activities in rural sector,

pre ’ OKHO) O An Annual Journal of Dibry CollegeD

ABOUTAGBV

The idea of RRB was mooted by the
Govt. of India in the year 1975 to bring about
the desired uplift of the rural economy and
accordingly RRB Act 1976 was passed.

- InAssam all together RRB were opened
at different point of time beginning with
Pragjotish Gaonlia Bank. The proactive and
rural bias of these bank culminated not only
inthe rural masses but also in the dispensation
of credit to such people mostly for priority
sectors activities. Govt. of India vide
Notification No. F7/(25)/05 dated 12th Jan
2006 amalgamated the RRB sponsored by
the UBI in the State of Assam to form
AGVB. The amalgamated the Pragjotish
Gaonlia Bank (Estd. 06/07/1976), Laxmi
Gaonlia Bank (29/07/1980), Cachar Gramin
Bank (Estd. 31/03/1981), the Subhansri
Gaonlia Bank (Estd. 30/03/1982). Thus
AGVB has come in to existent from 12th
Jan 06 covering the area of operation of the
pre-amalgamated RRBs with Head-office
Guwahati. The Bank covers 25 out of 28
Dist of the state through its strong.

Methodology:- .
In order to active the objective of study

both primary and secondary data aolre
collected from AGVB and by interviewing
and from other sources. Secondary data are
collected from (i) different web side of RRBs,
(ii) annual report of published by AGVB.

Review of Literature
Prakash Brahma and other (2005)

have made a study on the problem and
prospect of institutional sources of agriculture
credit. They have conducted that the RRBs
are confronting several constraints such as
multi-agency control, restricted area of
operation, unplanned, inefficient staffand high
incidence of overdue.

K. Bagchi and other (2005) have made
a study on the growth of the RRBs in West
Bengal. They have concluded that man-
power development; planning, training,
business diversification, re-capitalization and
branch nationalization have contributed
largely in revival of workings of the RRBs.

Objective of Study: The study has
been carried out with single objective to find
out the working result of Assam Gramim
Vikas Bank.

Profile of Sample Study:-

For the purpose of carrying out the
study the Researcher has selected Assam
Gramin Vikash Bank of Barbaruah village.

MOBILIZATION OF FINANCIAL
RESOURCES

Financial resources is the life blood of
a banking institution upon which its growth,
expansion and viability depends

Sources of Capital Finance:-An RRB
requires enough working capital to carry out
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its banking operation properly in their
specified operational area. The various
sources of working capital of an RRB may

be classified as follows:
Owned Fund:
@ Share capital
(1)) Reserve
Procured Fund:
@  Deposit

@) Browing (Refinance)
Gi)  OtherLiabilities

(A) Owned Fund:-

(i) Share Capital:- Paid up share
capital and the accumulated reserve
constitute the owned fund of an RRB. The
paid up share capital is contributed by the
Central Govt., State Govt. and the
sponsoring bank at varying proportion.
The proportion and size of subscribed share
capital ofan RRB as laid down in section-5
RRB Act, 1976 is usually of the following
type:- '

Subscribed Proportion of subscribed shares
Central Government 50 percent
State Government 15 percent
Sponsor . 35 percent
(Table 1 showing financial resources of AGVB of Borbaruah Branch during 2010-2012)

Year Financial Resources

Share | Reserve | Additional | Deposit Borrowing | Total

capital capital Outstanding| .
2010 |[NA N.A N.A 55920 189 748
2011 [ N.A - N.A N.A 66148 218 8798
2012 [N.A NA - N.A 76702 203 9704

(ii) Reserve

Reserve fund constitute internally
generated fund by way of accumulated profit,
depreciation and other statutory reserve. The
reserve fund of an RRB depends on the
adequacy of the Net Profit earned by it

through banking operation. An RRB should

transfer 25% of the annual net profit to its
reserve fund,

(B) Procured Fund:-

The various types of deposit
| accepted from the general public, the
borrowing from the refinancing institution
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such as NABARD, IDBI, SIDBI and

~ sponsor bank and other liabilities are the

secondary sources of capital finance for on
RRB. Capital finance acquired from such
sources is termed as procured fund for the
selected RRBs of the state and their trend
have been analyzed below:

(1) Analysis of deposit:- An important

source of fund for a bank for enlarging its
working capital is the mobilization of
deposit.An RRB parks the deposit of the

public mainly 3 (three) different types of
accounts-

(a) Current Account

(b) Saving Deposit Account

() Fixed or Term Deposit
Account

(Table 2 showing various forms of deposit of by the customer to the AGVB of
Borbaruah Branch for the year 2010-2012)

Year Current Deposit SavingDeposit | Term Deposit | Total

2010 28.00 332.20 199.00 | 559.20
2011 26.90 389.50 245.08 | 661.48
2012 35.17 425.97 305.88 | 767.02

(Sources of Primary Data)

Analysis ~ _

The above analysis shows that the
businessman of Barbaruah region are
increasing their banking habits because the
current deposit figure shows a increase of
8.27lakhs during 2011-12.Analysis of the
saving deposits shows that there isa negative
increase in saving deposit. Because of the
impact or increasing numbers of commercial
bank in Barbaruah.Analysis of the term
deposit shows that there is apositive increase
in term and fixed deposit. Because of good
interest provided by the bank on fixed and

term it has been observed that the volume of
low cost deposit.

(2) Analysis of Borrowing
(Refinance):- The RRB of the state receives
refinance from various sources such as :(
a) NABARD, (b) Sponsoring Bank, (c)
Industrial Development Bank of India, (d)
Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI). Such refinance are as follow:

Analysis of Advance:-The advances
of an RRB may be broadly classified into:

(@) Priority Sector Advances

(i) Non-Priority Sector Advance
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(Table 3 showing Sector wise distribution of outstanding loans and advances of the
Assam Gramin Vikas Bank of Borbaruah Branch for the period 2010-2012)

Year Priority sector Non-Priority sector Total
advances advances
2010 113.90 75.80 189.70
2011 135.30 82.80 218.10
2012 126.00 77.22 203.22
(Sources Primary Data)

Analysis of Priority Sector & Non-Priority Sector: The advances to priority sector

are showing a positive growth from 2010 to 2012 and negative growth in 2011 t0 2012.

And the advances to non-priority sectors are showing a positive increase from 2010 to
2011 and negative growth in 2011 t0 2012.
Credit Deposit Ratio: Credit Deposit Ratio one of the important measure of estimating
the performance ofa bank is credit .
Deposit. It is computed multiplying the credit deposit co-efficient by 100,
(Table 4 shqwing credit deposit ratio of Assam Gramin Vikas Bank for the
period 2010-2012)

The credit deposit ratio is showing a decreasing trend from 2010 _ .
’ 102012.
~ Ratio = Credit/Depositx100 012.Credit Deposit

Year Deposits Credit Credit
Deposit ratio
2010 559.20 189.70 33.92
2011 661.48 218.10 32.97
2012 767.02 | 203.22 26.49
Analysis of Recovery Performance:.
(Sources Primary Data)

(Table 5 showing Recovery Performance of A
sam Gramin Vj
Borbaruah Branch of Assam for the period 20101301“2‘;‘ *Bankeo!
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Year Target (%) | Recovery (%) Recovery Overdue
Amount (Lakhs) | Amount (Lakhs)
2010 85 78 45 12.69
2011 85 76 50 15.79
2012 90 79 60 15.97

Though the recover position of the AGVB of the barbaruah as a whole is not satisfactory,
yet they AGVB have well succeeded in achieving the major objective of the providing
institutional credit to the weaker section of society.

The Branch Manager of the AGVB of the barbaruah has suggestion to adopt certain
steps to embolden the recovery drives. There are as follow:

@ Jointrecoverydrive

@) Follow up bakijaicase

@iii) Organizingofdebt recovery company

@v) Follow up action by the head office of the RRB

) Toincrease the number of staffin the bank branches

Volume of NPA:-The NPA refer to the asset, which do not generate any interest to

the bank but retard profitability.

(Table 6 showing Component of Non-Performing Asset of Assam Gramin Vikas
Bank of Borbaruah Branch for the period 2010-2012)

Year 3010 3011 | 2012 |
Amount
(lakhs) | 10.66 8.12 56

Analysis for Non-Performing Assets:

The volume of NPA is decreasing considerably from the period 2010 to 2012. The

above analyses show that bank is taking steps to reduce the level of NPA.
Component of Income: Major component of income of Assam Gramin Vikas Bank

of Borbaruah Branch are categorized as below: .

@ Interest on investment

(b)  Interestonincome and advances ‘

(©) Others receipts (suchas issue of duplicate passbook, bank charges, interest

subsidies, commissions, loan processing fees etc.)
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(Table 7 showing Component of incomes of Assam Gramin Vikas Bank of
Borbaruah Branch for the period 2010-2012)

Component of Income 2010 2011 2012
1 | Intereston [nvestment NA NA NA
2 | Interest on Income and Advances | 9.67 16.81 20.29
3 | OtherReceipts 53.38 2531 34.35
Total 63.05 42.12 54.64
(Sources Primary Data)
Analysis:

The major component of income of Assam Gramin Vikas Bank of Borbaruah Branch

are categorized as below:
(a) Intereston investment
(b) Interest on income and advances
(c) Others receipts.

3 Salary 13.53 11.24 12.02

4 Provision made during the year N.A N.A N.A

5 Other Expenditure 2.03 - 0.87 0.55

6 Total 51.55 39.92 43.60
(Sources Primary Data)

The major components of expenditure of Assam Gramin Vikash Bank of Borbaruah'
Branch are as follows:

(2) Interest on Deposit

(b) Salary

(c) Other Expenditure

The expenditure of bank may vary from time to time depending upon its financial
activities. Higher its financial operation higher will be the expenditure of the bank.

(Table 9 showing Working result of Profit and Loss of AGVB of Borbaruah
Branch Far the period 2010-2012)

Whatever investment is made by AGVB is made by head office. Interest on income
and advances is major sources of Revenue Income for the Bank. Bank made advances to
different sectors such as priority and non- priority sectors and in return they get interest from
it. Another important sources of income is other receipt, which include bank charge, interest
subsidy, commission, duplicate passbook, loan processing fees, etc.

Components of Expenditure:

The major components of expenditure found in the Borbaruah B

. ranch of the state may
be categorized into: '

(a) Operating Expenditure

(b)Non-Operating Expenditure
(Table 8 showing Component of Expenditure of Assam Gramip Vikash Bank for

the period 2010-2012)
Component of
' Expenditure . 2010 2011 2012
1 Interest on Deposit 35.99 27.81 31.03
2 Interest on Borrowing " N.A N.A N A

Year Income Expenditure Profit Loss
2010 63.05 51.55 11.50 -
2011 42.12 39.92 220 -
2012 54.64 43.60 11.04 -
(Sources Primary Data)
Analysis:

The working result of AGVB of Borbaruah Branch is showing positive result in three
year at a fluctuation rate. There has been profit for the bank for last three year.

CONCLUTION: To conclude the finding of the study reflect that the overall structure
of and financial performance of Assam Gramin Vikash Bank of Barbaruah village is
satisfactory but the major challenges is face by coming up of commercial bank.
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P S Ibelieve in revolution
because everywhere the crosses are
burning ...
there are snipers in the schools
(I know youdon't believe this. ..
But they are not shooting at you.). ... .
I'm marked by the color of my skin.
The bullets are discrete and designed to kill
slowly...
these bullets bury deeper than logic.
Racism is not intellectual.

I can not reason these scars away . ..
Every day I am deluged with reminders
that this is not
myland __
and thisismy land . ..
L.D. Cervantes

"Chicana" refers to women of Mexican descent who are born and/or raised in the
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United States
The United States is a multi-ethnic
pation. With the multi-cultural development
of the globe, the literature of ethnic minorities
has become a quite important voice in
American Literature. In addition to the Afro-
American literature, Asian-American
literature and Native American literature,
Latino/a American literature has made a
splendid figure in American Literature with
the rise of their social position. Latino/a
American literature has drawn people's
attention because of its special ethnic cultural
element. Among the Latino/a literature, the
"Chicana" literature is a unique one, which
has become a new voice in the ethnic
American women literature.

Chicana poetry deals with dilemmas
resulting from the intersection of the identities
of "Chicana" and "feminist" and of "Chicana"
and "poet". From its inception, American
poetry was largely a "new" entity formally
and stylistically. Whitman, of course, casts
his long shadow over American poetics.
Though perhaps it is too easy to suggest that
the expansiveness of Whitman's lines formally
iterates the nation's simultaneous imagining
of larger social and economic borders via
manifest destiny, Whitman himself relishes
frontier expansion (A Poetics of Suspicion:
Chicano/Chicana Poetry and the New, J.

Michael Martinez and Jordan Windholz) In
a letter to Emerson, Whitman proclaims

"Open the doors of the West, Call for the
new great masters to comprehend new arts,
new perfection, new wants......"

Chicanas began to publish a few years
after their Chicano brothers. They wanted
to tell their literary counterparts and the larger
society what Chicanos had not articulated,
or perhaps could not articulate. At this time
Chicanas finds themselves at the juncture of
two parallel, and for them seemingly
contradictory movements in the United
States. The first movement which comprises
both menand women centers on the struggle
of the Chicano ethnic group for cultural
determination. The second is the women's
movement, which is primarily white and
middle class. Chicana poetry can be viewed
as a poetry of conflict and struggle. Since
the term "Chicana" designates at once both
gender and an ethnic identification, two
central determinants are gender and identity.
Gloria Anzaldua, a famous Chicana feminist
proclaims, "I will have my voice, Indian,
Spanish, white. I will have my serpent's
tongue-my women voice, my sexual voice,
my poet's voice, I will overcome the tradition
of silence."

One option available to the Chicana
Poets was to see themselves as members of
a community of women, or a community
based on gender. A second option was to
see themselves as members of community
ofa racial minority, 3 community based on
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ethnicity. "Woman" and "Chicana" thus
represent the two main social identities
that shape and determine these poet's
responses to their dilemma. The third
important identity is that of a poet, for
these writers may also view themselves
as writers of a poetic community. This
article focuses on studying some
contemporary Chicana poetry.
Throughout history, Chicana women
have been dominated by men, cultures,
and the world; with their voices and
poems, these women have developed
a strong sense of self-identification and
celebration. Lorna Dee Cervantes is a
well-known Chicana poet. She grew
up in San Jose, California and now
teaches at the University of Colorado
at Boulder. Cervantes uses emotion
and imagery in her writings to effectively
report the experience of the Chicana
women. Cervantes informs her readers
that self-definition and self-inventionare
consistent in much of the Chicana poetry
that exists today. "Thus what has
developed was a poetry of performance
whose strength and vivacity lay inits oral
qualities rather than its power on the
printed page." The only true

...two fast
women living cheek to cheek,
still tasting the dog's
breath of boys. . .
~ Their wordless tongues we stole
and tasted the power. . .
...We could take
something of life and not
giveitback......
-L.D.Cervantes

In this poem," For Virginia Chavez",
Cervantes utilizes the imagery of a home filled
with women, (or just women filling a home), and
adog as the presence of man. Though the dog's,
with no voice, "their wordless tongues" could
practice no power over the residing females. The
last few lines are saddening. The mere use of
dominance is something not often available to
these Chicana women. This is what Cervantes
can finally "take . . . and not give back".

Sandra Cisneros is also a Chicana poet who
grew up in poverty and was surrounded by six
brothers. "The House on Mango Street" is
considered "an elegant literary piece, somewhere
between fiction and poetry." Like Lorna Dee
Cervantes, Cisneros focuses onimplementing and
being proud of her Chicana identity. She paints
the picture of a proud and unique individual; even
hoping to stand out in her racist environment.

understanding of the women in I who arrived as deliberate as Tuesday

America during the pre-colombian era without my hat and shoes

is through verbal stories and poetry; with one rude black tatoo

much of which has been lost. and purpose as thick as pumpkin. . .
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One day I'll write my name on everything

as certain as a trail of bread. . .

You'll see. You'll see.

I will not out so easily

I was here. As loud as trumpet.

As real as pebble in the shoe.

Atigertooth. A definite voodoo.

Do not erase me.

-S. Cisneros
This poem, "Tho So-and-So's", begins with

aproud tone. She pictured a young, rebellious
girl on her first day ata new school. Inthe second
stanza, however, Cisneros changes her tone a bit.
She begins to identify herselfas a burden to those
around her; ". . .As real as pebble in the shoe, . .
.A definite voodoo". It's almost as if the author is
jabbing at the dominant behavior of society; she s
demanding attention that she and other Chicanas
deserve. Her self-identification gives her and
Chicanas everywhere some identity to celebrate.
Uniqueness and strength characterize this ideal
woman.

No history

So she tried to buy one

paying dearly for fringed rugs

she hung like relic tapestries

next to Queen Anne chairs from Sears. . .

One unkind day her story broke upon her

suddenly-like and egg cracked sharply-

and out spilled the messy query

that left her wet with shiny tears

Without a history

Cordelia Candelaria, another Chicana poet

writes of "buying" a history through
actions such as hanging rugs
characteristic of Chicanos around the
house, (not making these rugs, but
rather buying them from the dominant
society). Candelaria compares the
revelation of the Chicana past to the
sudden cracking of an egg. This reveals
surprise and towards the end of this
poem, sadness is expressed; ". . . that
left her with shiny tears". This poem is
not written with piercing and powerful
words, yet it accomplishes that very
effect. Assimilation to a society is
unconcious in this poem, which is very
interesting. Imagine a race oppressed
forsolongthatthe offsprings don't even
recognize the alterations imposed upon
their culture.

Although many factors have
contributed to continuing the historical
subordination of the Chicana women,
these poets and writers provide a true
retrospect. It is through these poets
that the Chicanas can be identified and
appreciated. Much talent successfully
makes the voices of the Chicana
women one to be reckoned with. These
Poets teach different lessons about what
it n.leans tobe a Chicana and a woman
Writing poetry in a cultural sphere
defined by the relationship between
Mexico and the United States.
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Representation of cultures in the works
of henry james

Manisha Hazarika
Dept. of English

The presence of Henry James as one of the most important figures in transatlantic -

literature cannot be understated. However it is interesting to see how American literature
deflects by way of identifying and defining certain issues which are considered as significant
in Henry James's studies, the understanding of the cultural relations and international themes.
His works marks the frequent juxtaposition of characters from the Old World (Europe),
embodying a feudal civilization that is beautiful, sometimes full of corruption, which are both
attractive and exciting. The characters from the New World (America), includes people who
are open minded, and confident and embody the virtues of freedom and a more highly evolved
moral character of the new American society. James tries to explore this type of clash of
personalities and cultures, in stories of personal relationships where power is sometimes
exercised for the good of others or sometimes badly. Henry James work to entail this kind of
international issues and most of his works portray his position as an expatriate, i.. an outsider
living in Europe.

In the novels of Henry James we find that there is some kind of relationships between
the two nations namely, America and Europe. In his book on Hawthorne, Henry James lists
“the absent things in American life". Such listings of American cultural lacks became a
commonplace for fifty years on both sides of the Atlantic. For Americans they served as an
excuse; while for the British, they constituted an indictment. For James, the first Euro-American,
they were excused and accused as well as something more: an American boast. James
expresses shock at his compilation, after his most ambitious enumeration of absences. An
English or French imagination would find "appalling" some such list; it seems an
“indictment. . .shedding an almost lurid light". The Old World European writer believes that "if
these things are left out everything is left out". But, according to James "The American knows

QKHO) 4 An Annual journal of Dibru College @ B




that a good deal remains; what it is that
remains- that is his secret, his joke as one may
say"

Robert Weisbuch in his book Atlantic
Double-Cross attempts to describe this saving
secret, this cosmic joke by which American
writers could laugh off the burden of Britain,
to emphasize that Hawthorne's
contemporaries did not possess the confidence
evinced by James in hindsight. They worried
that there might be no secret at all and that
the joke might be on them. They engagedina
simplistic debate over the secret's hiding
place; and yet the final result of this debate,
despite the naivete of its warning attitudes and
the impossible clumsiness of its terms, was to
create an American secret, which in truth was
not a priori existent anywhere.

According to Henry James, there is no
clear division, no clear condemnation and
praise of culture as against or in favor of the
other between Europe and America. The good
and bad elements may be present in both.
James preferred to maintain a neutral stand
in his writings, because to him such neutrality
was a sign of civilization. For example, he
wrote:

'l can't look at the English-
American world, or feel about them,
any more save as a big Anglo-Saxon
total, destined to such an amount of
melting together that an insistence on
their differences becomes more and
more idle and pedantic; and that melting
together will come the faster the more
one takes the two countries as

continuous or less convertible or at any
rate as simply different chapters of the

same general subject. Literature, fiction
in particular, affords a magnificent arm
for such taking for granted and one may
so do an excellent work with it. | have
not the hesitation in saying that [ aspire
to write in such a way that it would be
impossible to an outsider to say whether
I am at a given moment an American
writing about England oran Englishman
writing about America (dealingas I do
with both countries,) and so far from
being ashamed of such ambiguity |
should be exceedingly proud of it, for it
would be highly civilized'
But instead of just mentioning culture
vaguely, it is important to define culture in

general terms and how James portrays culture
in his work.

For James, 'culture
complex and problematica]
in those ancient myths,
experience, experience j
knowledge is loss of inno

this in the image of the characters in his

novels, the innocent ones who are usual ly

Americans. These characters are confronted

dandevilinga life of

"is certainly a
value, asit is found
where culture is
s knowledge, and
cence. He portrays

while the worldly o
Europeans are inflye
sometimes destroyed
ofinnocence,

James saw culture as an equivocal

element, something inviting and menacing at

ttfe same time, ag demonstrateq inthe life of
his character named Christo

pher Newman in
the novel The American. In the first part of
the novel, it was the agreeable experiences

nes who are usually
nced, transformeq or
» by the unique power
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full of lessons that Newman learnt at his
coming to Europe, from Mrs. Tristram, and
partly from Valentin de Bellegarde, the
younger son of the Bellegarde family; he came
with a deep thirst for knowledge and with a
strong eagerness to learn and experience its
rich culture, with a ready adventurous spirit.
And the stage was also prepared for him; he
came to Europe, Paris in search of a beautiﬁ.xl
wife to complete his fortune. He declares this
to Mrs. Tristram when she asked Newman
whether he has ever really loved anyone. He
says no, but admits that after years of hard
work he has recently been feeling an
inexplicable desire to settle down, stretch out,
and haul in.
"Bravo!" Mrs. Tristram cried;
"that's what I want to hear you say.
You're the great Western Barbarian,
stepping forth in his innocence and
might, gazing a while at this poor
corrupt old world and then swooping
downonit."

"I have the instincts-have them dec?ply-
if I haven't the forms of a high old civilisation,"
Newman [replied]. "I stick to that. If you don't
believe it I should like to prove it to you."

Newman reveals that he needs a wife
to complete his fortune, in order to transform
soulless piles of money into a valuable currency
capable of giving satisfaction, brm.gmg
satiation, and making affection manifest.
Newman's search for a wife initially appears
as a search for the ultimate object. According
to Newman only a perfect wife can raise him
to the plane of human interaction and loye,
far above the level of acquiring and producing
objects. He further suggested that if he finds

someone worthy of his affection and
admiration, he will willingly let her become
the absolute center of his world. Hearing this
Mrs. Tristram introduces him to the beautiful
Claire de Cintre, the widowed daughter of an
impossibly aristocratic family, the Bellegardes.
He was deeply impressed by her beauty and
attitude and received the courage to go on in
his pursuit. Mrs. Tristram also encourages him
to spend the summer seeing Europe.
Newman is a natural tourist and spends a
wonderful summer traveling. He started to
enjoy his life in Europe with all these new kind
of experiences. His proposal for marrying
Claire was also accepted by her family at first.
But it was only in the second half of the book
that he encountered the evils of Europe in the
form of Claire's mother, Marquise and her
elder brother, Urbain, and became bound by
them, making his journey there seem like a
trip to hell. And so thoroughly did the drama
of conscience and culture, innocence and
experience, possess James's imagination that
it continued to be latent in several of his novels,
even where the settings and character were
entirely non-American.

Vernon Louis Parrington puts it in his
essay Henry James and the Nostalgia of
Culture. James conception of culture, like that
of Edith Wharton is abstract, 'he suppose it to
be something apart from social conventions
or physical environment, something embodied
ina few spirits of a class that for generations,
presumably cherished them'. And whether it
is at all attainable is the question. Most of his
characters are not able to reach the top of this

ladder which he has set, and those who reach
near it are handicapped and ended up their hope
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before they really fully achieved their goal and
returns back to their own culture. Parrington
said:

"The gracious culture that James
persistently attributes to certain choice
circles in Europe was only a figment
of his romantic fancy - a fact that after
long rambling on the continent and
nearly forty years' unbroken residence
in England, he came finally to
recognise. It was this failure to find the
substance of his dream that imparted
on his work a note of wistfulness.'

Inmost of James's novels and in the trend
of thought he passes across through his
characters, it can be seen that James adored
Europe as the altar on which culture should
be worshipped, but at the same time he saw
Europe as a seat of decadence, worldliness
or materialism and deceit. While for him
America stood for innocence, Europe stood for
the corruption and moral decay. And so, James
seems like one sitting on a fence, confused with
hisideasabout the two nations. He left America
for a long time searching for better home in
Europe, but he was not totally happy with his
action, he often questioned himselfwhether he
made the wise decision by coming to Europe
or rather he regretted his action,

Asiit isalready seen what culture meant
for Henry James, it is necessary to understand
his views of civilization. James used the term
civilization most frequently to mean culture in
his fictions. To him civilization did not denote
the area of interest of historian; he reflected
slightly or commented on the political, social,
economic processes of history or

contemporary life. James's term resembles
the earlier, non-sociological definition of
culture,

James views of culture did not originate
from him alone. He was more or less
representing aesthetic tradition of classical
stoicism as it was propagated in his age by
Ruskin, Pater and Arnold. Only that he
presented it in the form of civilization, Berland
stated in his critique: Culture and Conduct in
The Novels of Henry James:

'Culture in the accumulated

- monuments of arts was Europe, and
Europe was the alter of culture newly
dedicated by Ruskin, Amold and Pater
upon which the Americans come to
worship.'

To conclude this topic, James defended
this civilization, but he also had his occasional
doubts against his conviction about culture,
after experiencing certain occurrences in
modern times such as the First World War.
He wrote:

‘The Plunge of civilization into
abyss ofblood and darkness ... isa thing
that so gives away the whole long age
during which we have supposed the
world to be, with whatever abatement,
gradually bettering, that to have to take
it all now for Wwhat the treacherous
years were all the while really making
for and meaning is too tragic for any
words,'

This type of matter of Americans in

Urope is not simply a case of the innocents
abroad, byt a15, one of the remaking of
cultural power a¢ the moment of modernity.
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