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Message

To,
Shri Biju Moran
Shri Pranab Paul
Joint Editors
Research Journal 'Khoj'
1QAC, Dibru College
Dibrugarh

1 am delighted to note the publication of the multidisciplinary Research Journal ‘Khoj’,
being published by the IQAC, Dibru College, Dibrugarh.

In the wake of the modern education system, research work has contributed significantly
towards the improvement in teaching and learning process by putting emphasis on publications
among academics. The system of Higher Education need to go a long way in developing a culture
that promotes and ¢encourages research, which has the capacity to foster many positive changes in
the society at large.

I firmly believe that the Research Jowrnal ‘Kfiej’ will play as an important component of
education in providing the young scholars, as well as the upcoming faculty members, a unique
opponunily to examine their Research Work from different perspectives and to present their
findings and opinions to a wider readership.

I hope that the Journal will succeed in its objective to usher in an era of much needed

research. I convey my best wishes for the successful publication of the Jou-mal.

With best regards.

AL (\W@M«‘

Alak K. Buragohain
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THE COOPERATIVE BANKS MICRO
FINANCE TO THE SMALL FARMERS IN THE
DIBRUGARH DISTRICT OF ASSAM - A Study

of its Opportunities and Challenges

Kamalendu Saikia

ABSTRACT:

Micro credit is becoming more and more important as well as essential
means of rural development. Millions of poor peasants in the in the developing
countries like ours are wistfully looking for some financial assistance to uplift
their shattered economy and cooperative banks are ray of light in their dingy
gloom of despair.

Key Words: Micro credit, cooperative bank.

INTRODUCTION:

‘Microfinance’ or ‘micro credit finance’ means ‘very small’ or ‘little’
amount of finance provided to poor rural people in particular to tide over their
poverty and make them economically viable. “Micro finance is the supply of
loans, Savings and other basic financial services to the poor.”

RBI defines “micro credit” as provision of thrift, credit and other financial
products of very small amount to the poor in rural, semi-urban enabling them to
raise their income level and improve living standard and such credit institutions
are those which provide these facilities. RBI has been making efforts to give a
fillip to micro finance initiatives through the creation of an enabling environment.
For, structure and sustainability, funding, regulation and capacity building of micro
finance institutions RBI is looking into with due interest. The SHG-bank linkage
programme, introduced and encouraged by NABARD is being implemented
enthusiastically by more than 30,000 branches of commercial banks, RRBs and
Co-operative banks in over 520 districts in 30 states and Union Territories. As
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many as 10.8 lakh SHGs are linked with banks. 17 million very poor families are
brought within the fold of formal banking services. Women’s active participation
is so encouraging that 90 p.c. of the groups linked with banks, are women-groups.

Micro finance has a very extensive employment avenue of itself. There are
lots of people who are suffering from various types of unemployment both in
urban and rurdl areas. India being an agrarian country is all along the victim of
unemployment problem. Micro finance can give them self-employment in various
ways like, livestock, piggery, poultry farming (Chicken, duck, broiler etc.) wood-
works, bamboo works, candle making, bakery, juice-extracting business, rice mill,
oil extraction (mustard, coconut etc.) fodder-making (from grass, hay, stubble
etc.) and so and so forth. All these businesses can absorb millions of unemployed
people of the villages. At the same time, sufficient amount of money can be earned
by every family. The products have demand not only in the local markets but also
in distant markets. So, micro finance can undoubtedly create jobs opportunities
and solve unemployment problem among the poor peasants and workers in the
rural and urban areas of the country.

All the legal forms of MFIs have the freedom to waive physical collateral
requirements from their clients. The credit policy guidelines of the RBI allows
even the forma_l banks not to insist on any type of security/ margin requirements
for loans up to Rs. 1,00,000.00 for agricultural loans,

Micro finance initiatives have shown that ‘banking with the poor’ is a
viable proposition. The Assam Co-operative Apex Bank Ltd., with six zonal offices
and 68 Branch offices, is extending services through length and breadth of the
state. Il.t is also generating income and employment among rural people in an
increasing manner. :

. The main objective of this paper is to asses
sample Cooperative Banks in providin
businesses etc. and the challenges facing in this direction.

s the performance level of the

~~ This study is based on secondary data anq ; i '
. ‘ ; information collected
raf*dfmly' fr?m tw °‘C,‘.’°P.erat“’e Apex Banks and their beneficiaries out of five
within the Dibrugarh district of Assam during the time between years 2010- 2014
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY: o

Millions of poor peasants have incorhe to : :
needed finance for agricultural developme 0 small to fumish them with the

U nt. They cannot find cred; k
for their ignorance an illiteracy. They are not easily accessibieizegétnf]:: r;lu};ig Ss(;

g micro credit to the small farmers,

victims of multifarious problems such as diseases, educational problems of their
children, lack of savings, unemployment etc. These problems can better be
mitigated through rural finance. Co-dpe.r'atives are always with them to help in
these matters. Micro credit can be easily obtained through PACS (Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies) and which are also easily approachable to illiterate
poor peasants. <

The concept of PURA, the Neo-Gandhian approach to development, had -
been outlined by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the former President of India, as the
lever of economic upliftment of the villages. Delivering the valedictory address -
at the National Food Security Summit being held on 5th February, 2004 at Vigyan
Bhavan, the President stressed on the need for meticulous implementation of the
scheme titled PURA( Providing Urban Amenities in Rural Areas) to end
unemployment and poverty, and thus hunger.. India currently has 260 million
people living below poverty line. The GDP growth has been on the average 6.5
percent per annum during the last decade. If it has to be gradually increased up to
10% and to be sustained for several years, agriculture and food processing is one
of the core areas for the growth of GDP. From this view-point ‘micro finance’ of
Co-operative institutions is full of significance. ‘ '

The present study, therefore, has its Signiﬁca,nce,in that it tries to evaluate
the very goal of the Cooperative Apex Banks of Assam in providing micro credit
to the small farmers, enterprises and businesses in the sample area.

MICROCREDIT DELIVERY SYSTEM OF THE CO-OPERATIVE
BANK TO RURAL PEOPLE: ' '

Objectives of the bank branches of Duligjan gﬂd Naharkatia have been of providing
micro-finance against.

a) Growing various crops like paddy oilseeds, vegetables and others,
b) Purchasing of the capital equipments by the farmers,

c¢) Opening up occupational activities like livestock, fishery, poultry, smali+:
plantation like tea, pine- apple, banana etc. . SO Op

The co-operative Banks (‘A’ Duliajan and ‘B’ Naharkatia) have extendéd nicro ™
loans to 1652 beneficiaries for above mentioned (a) and (b) objectives: They
have not been able to take loans for petforming the 3" objective due to shortagé”’
of land and domestic troubles and some other unavoidable matters. Bixt ’fheys
have an ‘aspiration to open up such activities in the years to come. The b1
‘shows the beneficiaries against their Qé(:l;i;pastibnal activities of cldssifigd*
Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) under the Banks, ¢! 229908
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Table1:
Number of beneficiaries against occupational activities of classified

PACSs under banks.
Bank | PACSs Activities Beneficiaries | total
1 2 3 4 5

Naoholia | Growing crops = 99.09% 220
Bank | Bakulani | For purchasing of capital | 02 222

‘A’ | (PACSs) | equipment=.90%
: Kheremia | Growing crops =99.31% 288

(PACS) | For purchasing of capital | 02 290
equipment=.69%
Nigam Growing crops = 99.50% 199
Bank | (PACS) For purchasing of capital | 01 200
‘B’ equipment=.50%
Tingkhong | Growing crops = 99.53%, 637
(PACS) For purchasing of capital | 03 640

equipment=.47%
Rajgarh Growing crops = 99.33% 298

(PACS) For purchasing of capital | 02 300
' equipment=.66% -

1652
Table 1 show 1652 beneficiaries against varioys occupational activities in

percentage. These Beneficiaries belong to five (PACSs) under two bank branches
‘A’and ‘B’.

. The two PACSs of Bank ‘A’ namely Naoholia Bakulani and Kheremia
have 512 beneficiaries. Naoholia Bakulani has 222 beneficiaries out of which
99.09 % beneficiaries have been provided finance for
90 beneficiaries for purchasing capital equipments |;
Kheremia PACSs have 290 beneficiaries. The bank ‘A’ has provided micro credit
t0.99.31% of beneficiaries for growing variety of crops anél :o r6ng(y of the
beneficiaries for purchasing capital equipment. Percentage of beneficiaries 0 o
crops is higher in case of kheremia and it is lower in case of Naollfclxalf; Birkulani-

The,reason is that most of the beneficiaries of Kherem;
|PIRA R ) e s
access to the Tengakhat Block developrent office. ?;TCP:fgf: il;azz r;e;); :ratz
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growing various crops and
ke power tiller and Tractor.
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them and it is situated in a very advantageous position to almost all the village of
the PACSs. The beneficiaries of Naoholia Bakulani do not have that access to it
because it is more than 16 km away from them. Besides, transportations are also
not so frequent from these villages. But in spite of having larger number
beneficiaries of kheremia PACSs percentage of borrowers for buying capital
equipment is lower. The reason behind is that many of them are defaulter of earlier
loans and as such they could not avail loans. Moreover many poor peasant are
constantly hunted by various problems for which they are unable to make any
headway whatsoever in their economy. Among them natural calamity is the major
problem. Village under bank ‘A’ constantly face flood from the Dehing River.
The river comes down from the Patkai range mountain of Burma (Myanmar) and
flows through the villages of Naholia Bakulani and Kheremia PACS and meets
the river Brahmaputra at Dehingmutkh which is some kilometers away to the
south of Dibrugarh. Every year during summer and rainy seasons the river creates
floods and causes damage to men, livestock and crops. The incessant rainfal]
during these months also adds fuel to the fire. The stagnant water of rain and
flood remains several days together creating undesirable misery to most of these
poor peasants. Even during harvesting time hail storm and rain occur every year
and destroy their crops in the field. So they can not enjoy the desired fruits of
their labour.

Secondly, these simple and religious minded people cannot neglect their
traditions and social rites like marriage and sundry religious activities. Such socio-
religious activities and performance also take away a considerable part of their
hard-earned money.

Thirdly, their illiteracy and ignorance are also no less responsible for their
poverty. They spend more or have propensity to spend more than what they earn
and this sort of imprudence also worsens their economic condition.

The three PACSs of Bank ‘B’ namely Nigam Thingkong and Rajgarh have
altogether 1140 beneficiaries. The table shows that 99.50%" suffer from shortage
of rainfall, remoteness to the markets for sale of products and shortage of the
buyers in local markets. The Whole extensive area is full of villages and is situated
at a good distance from Naharkatia, Namrup, and Moran town. Consequently
field produce remains unsold and if it is sold then producers sell them at very low
prices. Illiteracy, extravagance, observance of various ceremonies etc of course
are in them. These are the causes for which borrowers of MT loans are very small
and below expectation.
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TARGET AND ACHIEVEMENT OF THE BANK IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF
THE LOAN TO BENEFICIARIES DURING 2010-20011 AND 20011-20012:

The Table 2 below shows the targets and achievements of the bank ‘A’
and bank ‘B’ in matters of loans to 1652 beneficiaries of 5 PACSs under them
during two years 2010-11 and 2011-12. Bank A’s achievements in case of Naoholia
Bakulani during the year 2010-11 are 83.33% and during the next financial year
0f20011-12 are 80% of the targets aimed. Again in case of Kheremia PACs during
the year 2011-12 achievement is 71.43% and during the next year i.e. 2011-12 it
achieves 80% on the target taken.

Table 2:- Targets and Achievements of the bank in terms of
credit flow to beneficiaries

Targets

8 m (4T

Rs Achivements | Targets Achievements
Banks| PACSs L Rs.Inlakh |Rs.Inlakh| Rs,In lakh
In lakh
2010-11 2010-11 2011-12 2011-12
1 2 3 4 5 6
1.Naoholia | 3.00 2.50 2.50 2.00 (80%
Bakulani $3.33% (80%)
Bank | 2. kheremia | 3.50 2.50 2.50 2.0
¢ ? ) : O ”
A 71.43% (80%)
Total Rs. 6.50 | 5.00(77%) Rs. 5.00 Rs. 4.00 (80%)
Nigam 3.00 2.50 2.50 2 0
(83.33%) 20 (88%)
ank | Tingkhong | 5.00 3.00 2.50 0
f ! (60%) 2.30 (92%)
Rajgarh 3.50 2.50 Rs75
.50 0
(T143%) 2.00 (80%)
Total Rs. Rs.8.00 Rs. 7
. . 5 0,
11.50 (69.57%) 0 Rs 6.50(86.66%)
\1_\
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i.e. 2011 -12 although the achievement has not reached the target yet the
achievement is above the achievement of the previous year by 8.57%.

Similarly, Bank B’s achievement in case of Nigam in the year 2010-11 is
83.33 % and in the year 2011-12 it is 88 %. In both years the bank is not successful
in fulfilling the targets but the achievement of the bank in the second year is
inspiring. It is 4.69 % above the achievement of the previous year. Bank’s
achievement in case of Tingkhong during 2010-2011 is 60 % which is 40 %
below the target, but during 2011-12 the achievement of the bank rises to 92%
which is above the previous year’s achievement by 32%. It is really an inspiring
sign of credit utilization. Again Bank ‘B’ achievement in case of Rajgarh PACs is
71.43 % during 2010-11 but the achievement during the next year that is in 2011-
12 is optimistic so far. It is 80% and it’s above the previous Jiear’s achievement by

8.57%.

However, for a conscious and minute observer the targets and achievements
in both years would be seemed something gloomy. Because the Banks (both ‘A’
and ‘B’) are bound to have cut down the loan amount considerably during the
year 2011-2012, still the targets are not achieved to the full. Banks are not in a
position to fulfill the desired outcome as because the targets of the year 2011-
2012 were fixed keeping in mind the achievements of the previous year.

RECOVERY PERFORMANCE OF THE BANKS

“The great challenge before us is to address the constraints that exclude
people from full participation in the financial sector... Together we can and must
build inclusive financial sectors that helps people improve their lives™ Kofi Annan,
the former UN Secretary General.

The cardinal principle of co-operative institution is to help the people in
improving their lives through co-operation and mutual understanding. Being
inspired with a much humanitarian idea, sample banks have extended financial
assistance to the 1652 beneficiaries through five PACSs with the hope of giving a
new lease of life to the dilapidated condition of their household economy. The
borrowers have co-operéted. Some have completed their repayment through regular
installment while others have done it in lengthy process. The Table-3 shows the

recovery position of the bank.
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Table 3: Year wise delivery and recovery of loans by banks (through
PACS:s) years 2010-2011 and 2011-12

Sl. | Banks | PACSs Amount | Amount Amount Amount
No. delivered | recovered delivered recovered
2010-11 |[2010-11 2011-12 2011-12
Bank | Naohola 2.50 lakh [ Rs. 95,000/- Rs.2.00 lakh | Rs. 75,000/-
1. | ‘A’ 1 |/Bakulani 38% 38%
2." | Kheremia |[2.50lakh |Rs. 90,000/- Rs.2.00 lakh | Rs. 75,000/-
36% 38%
Bank | Nigam 3.00 lakh | Rs. 90,000/- 2.20 lakh Rs. 82,500/-
‘B’ 1 36% 41.25%
2. |2 Tingkhong | 3.00 Rs. 1,08,000/- | 2.30 lakh Rs, 82,800
lakh 36% 36%
3. Rajgarh 2.50 Rs. 95,000 2.00 lakh Rs. 75,000/-
lakh 38% - 38%

The table above shows that the two PACSs of bank ‘A’ recovered more
than 36% in two years. More elaborately Naoholia Bakuloni recovered 38% and
kneremia 36% of the loans in 2010-2011. These Two PACSSs recovered 38% and
38% respectively in the second year i.e. 2011-12.

Similarly, 3 PACSs of Bank ‘B’i.e Nigam, Tingkhong and Rajgarh recovered
36%, 36% and 38% respectively in the year 2010-11 they could recover 41.25%,
36%, and 38% respectively in the year 2011-12.

The beneficiaries generally repay their loans quarterly because they need
time for the sale of the product in the weekly local markets and as such some
weeks are needed for thém to collect the required amount for repayment. But
there are also several beneficiaries who Tepay monthly according to the agreement
made with th? b,ank through PA.CSs. However, we find that 2194 t0 29% borrowers
of the Bank ‘A’ have not repaid at all up to time. Similarly 6% to nearly 8% of

borrowers of the Bank ‘B’ are complete defaulters. T ;
the time of our study. 1S They have not paidatallupto

PROBLEM IN RECOVERY OF LOANS

. Vagary of nature is at the root
loans. It is mentioned earlier that mon

take loans for robi crops in such situation for fear of overburden from additional
loans although they are offered distressed loans (loans given to distressed persons).
They themselves attempt for robi crops with a very small amount capital furnish
somehow. Those who are venturous, they take such loans and repay what they
can. But when the seasons are favourable, these marginal farmers can work and
raise fine crops. They then go on repaying their loans honestly the banks know all
this and co-operate with the honest farmers as much as they can. They, thefefore,
do not press them hard in such deplorable condition; they are bound be lenient so
° Saly.Thirdly, existence of certain opportunists, self centered rich people in the
society also results these marginal and honest farmgrs suffer badly. Tpose socu}l
parasites very often debar these peasants from getting reasonable-price of their
; ucts. ' /
agncull:trlillealfi’:;cil n case of several borrowers is also one of the problems in the
recovery of loans. There are many peasants who are honest no doubt but they are
so uneconomical in expenditure that they forget their liability of rep ayment of
loans. They spending lavishly in sundry affairs suffer at Ia§t. They in th{s ey
spend much money unnecessarily and consequently they fail to repay their loan
to the concerning bank.

GESTIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS - ]
SUe We observe from the study that in this part of Assam particularly in the

district of Dibrugarh, the villagers can do a lot of other servi.ces YVhicP h.ave higher
demand in the market like rearing of Endi, Muga and‘Pat silksina llmlted.spa.ce,
use of land for various citrus products and processes, plck]‘es, sugarcane c?luvatl.0n
and processing, local ponds for fishery development, setting up of bakeries which
can meet demand not only in rural areas but of some urban people, more and
more SHGs can be set up and accommodated by the banks etc. -

It is convinced that if the three i.e. the government, banks and borrowers are
tied for a single purpose the outcome will be more and more inspiring. Prof.
Yunus’ Gramin Bikash is an appropriate lesson to all concerned for the successful
implementation of the micro credit system of the rural banks.
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A SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF
MODERNIZATION PROCESS AMONG THE
ADIS OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
(A preliminary Study)

Nandini Konwar

ABSTRACT :
In this paper an attempt has been made made to study the modernization
* process among the Adis of Arunachal Pradesh. It is a systematic study on
various aspects of social structure of the community, aiming particularly on
the process of modernization. ‘
Key word : Adis, Modernization.

INTRODUCTION:
This study has been conducted in the Adi dom; :

Pradesh. Since time immemorial, the Adis being a v;?)l};lat:ider?tl :fii:lf ?;Enifa}l]\i
been inhabiting in the three districts namely-West Siang, East Sian Ug %'an
These districts are the modern divisions of earstwhjle Siang Frong , Bp er ! ff
Arunachal pradesh. The Adi society of Arunacha] pradesh fo v aiV:]SlOI:jes
have remained isolated from the outside world. They are one fr hs ever: ef:;l £
Arunachal pradesh inhabiting in the hilly terrajn of the ¢ o o Ot
Arunachal pradesh. They have a rich tradition, culture, | aw::lrglvzfir;uzfp%rggzzl

organizations. They are one of the numerica] i
advanced tribe and presently various certain sociy fominant and educationally

L al :
among them. Participation in the various fie]dg of I changes have been occuring
activities, politics, economic processes cultur
other groups and community, over the years h

behavioural structure and such changes haye ave brought about new forms of

among the Adis of Arunachal pradesh,
8% m (AT
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Modernization is essantially a process - A movement from traditional or
quasi-traditional order of society to certain desired types of technology and
associated form of social structure, value orientation ,motivation and norms.
Modernization as a global process has all pervading effects on the life of the
communities living in every part of the world. But the operating of the process
factor behind such process of modernization differ greatly from one social group
to another, one community to another. So a sociological attempt with a carefut
and systematic understanding of modernization particularly in the tribal society
is of special significance. ~ :

MAIN OBJECTIVE : : ‘ -~
1) To understand the traditional social structure of the Adis living in
Arunachal Pradesh. ' ' :
2) To study the process, dimensions and extent of modernization.
3) To identify the main factors responsible for various changes.

The Adis are divided and sub-divided into'large number of sub-tribes.
Some of the major sub-tribes are-Miniyongs, Simongs, Karkos, Ashings, Boris,
Ramos, Pailibos, etc. There are divergent viewpoints with regard to the traditional

"occupation of the Adis. Although hunting was considered as traditional occupation,

this occupation is gradually losing its importance as prime economic activity.
This is because of several reasons. Forest and big jungles have gradually reduced-
sometimes due to large scale deforestation, human settlement, establishment of
industries and river dams etc. Hunting as one of the prominent earliest type of
occupation though losing its economic importance, yet it has changed into a
form of entertainment and past time among the people.

Family and marriage are important as well as sacred institutions among
the Adis. Family type is patriarchal. Father is the head of family and enjoy all sets
of authority and controls over the family property. Traditionally, the Adis have
maintained their division of labour among family members. Large family size
with childrens of several generations were the usual family norms among the
Adis. In our study it is revealed that most of the people row desire nuclear type
family. So various changes take place among the Adis in this respect.

In the traditional Adi society, marriage between girls-and boys were settled
by parents and their relatives also takes part in it. In accordance with old norms
and practices, inter-caln marriages were prohibited because of differences prevalent
in dialects and behavioural aspects between the clan members. Such notion have
been found to be in a reducing way among the Adi families.

There are significant changes among the Adis in the field of agriculture
also. The farmers are accepting some modern means of cultivation like - use of
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high breed seeds and fertilizers. These practices are gaining popularity in the
foothill areas where wet rice cultivation is practised.

Khoj: Vol. IX, 2017
One of the effective indicators of modernization is the prevalence and

ISSN No. : 2278-53272

extension of mass communication facilities. Our study reveal that Adi people
are more advanced in communication network in comparison to other tribe of
Arunachal Pradesh.

While studying the impact of religion in the day-to-day life of the Adi it
was observed that Donyi-poloism is the dominant religion among the Adis. Besides
the faith in Donyi-poloism, the Adis believe the existence of multi-deities. The
traditional practices of celebrating various pujas during different occasions of
agricultural life cycles as all well as curing diseases and illness is inherent. People
now-a-days celebrate their traditiona] festivals wi

In the sphere of edutation, the entire Adi community can be said to be

. advance*commum?y. There are number of educationa] institutions established bY
the voluntary missions like R. i
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“HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL,

ABSOLUTE AND INHERENT”
—A CRITICAL ANALYSIS
Nimisha Sandilya
ABSTRACT:

Human rights, being a concept is solely concerned with the people s
liberty which can be termed as the indivisible part of human life. Human
rights are, as all we know are the rights of all human beings justifying their
birth. These are the rights which can be exercised by all human beings
irrespective of their caste, creed, religion, sex, nationality and other such things
that create distinctions among people though living in the same world. Human
rights stand for all the rights, such as economic, political, cultural, social,
religious and etc. It is the basic understanding of the very notion of human
rights. Human rights concentrate upon people s rights that provide the proper
meaning to the human life. Life without any rights does not have any meaning
or value in true terms. Human rights are absolute and inherent in nature.

In this paper I am going to discuss critically about the universal, absolute
and inherent nature of human rights. Human rights are considered as absolute
in nature and meant for all the people. But in real terms human rights have
certain limitations. I have chosen this particular topic as I find it as an interesting
one to be discussed. Most of the times the very term of h_uman rights is used in
such a way as if it does not have any restric:.tions or limitations. Human rights
are made universal but, are not so in practical terms.

The methodology used for this particular study is based on secondary
data and sources. This paper is an analytical and descriptive one.

Key words: Human rights, universal, absolute, inherent, UDHR, CEDAW,
shariah.
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INTRODUCTION:

Human rights are, as all we know are the rights of all human beings justifying
their birth. These are the rights which can be excercised by all human beings
irrespective of their caste, creed, religion, sex, nationality and other such things
that create distinctions among people though living in the same world. Human
rights are stands for all the rights, such as economic, political, cultural, social,
religious and etc. It is the basic understanding of the very notion of human rights.

The concept of human rights is as old as the existence of human being on
Earth. Human rights were earlier recognized by the society as Natural Rights or

»Rights of Man which are today acknowledged by human society as “Human -

Rights”. Human rights are sometimes called “Fundamental rights” or “basic rights”
or “natural rights”. Broadly speaking, human rights are the minimal rights which
every individual must have against the state or other public authorities by virtue
of his being a member of the human family. The concept of human rights is based
on the assumption that human beings are born equal in dignity rights. These are
moral claims which are inalienable and inherent in all human beings by virtue of
. their humanity alone. Now these rights have been translated into legal rights,
established according to the law-creating processes of societies, both national
and international.

HUMAN RIGHTS ARE UNIVERSAL, ABSOLUTE AND INHERENT
RIGHTS:

Human rights are universal in nature. People, in all over the world have
created equally by nature and the very notion of human rights is concern with
this. Every individual, whether born in the west or ‘he east, as rich or poor, or
whatever the circumstances it may be, have the rights which are very necessary
for running their lives. According to Cranston,” A human right, by definition, is a
universal moral right, something which all men, everywhere, at all times ought to
have, something of which no one may be deprived without a grave affront to
justice, something which is owing to every human being simply because he is
human.” Thus Cranston emphasized on the universality of human rights and¢ also
said that these are inherent rights. In the words of another scholar, Jack
Donnely,”Human rights are the rights one has because one is a human being.
They are rights, not benefits, duties, privilege or some other related practices,
rights, in turn are special entitlements of persons.” Here also Donnelly stressed
upon the inherent nature of human rights and said that these are just rights, not
anything like duties which may impose limitations to it.

According to H. Spigelberg,”The material meaning of human rights from
human dignity and rights to get a guarantee of this dignity. Consequently, this
o m o Khoj

principle is not granted by states or by the positive law but is an acknowledged
-absolute and inherent basic rights of all human beings by virtue of their being
human being. “He tries to describe the meaning of human rights on the basis of
human dignity that is inherent and absolute. Thus, while dealing with the meaning
of human rights all the scholars describes it as universal, absolute and inherent
rights of human beings. :

There are four schools of thought regarding the philosophical foundation
of human rights which contributes towards the conceptualization of human rights.
These are the natural school of thought, deliberative school of thought, discourse
school and protest school. Amongst them, the natural school- believes upon the
universality of human rights, unlike the rest of three. For natural scholars, human
rights are natural rights which the nature has given to the human beings. These
are the inherent rights as it entitled to human beings by virtue of their birth.
According to natural scholars human rights are universal and there is not any
discrimination among people regarding the enjoyment of these rights. There is no
need to have some special qualifications and other such criterias to enjoy the
human rights as these are given to all the human beings by nature, as they born as

human beings.
LEGAL FRAMWORKS:

Human rights are made universal and absolute. All human beings can have
these rights without facing any restrictions from any other forces. Human rights
are not even depended upon the state. It is not the state who gives these rights, but
the only thing it can do is creating a suitable atmosphere for the enjoyment of
these rights. Magna Carta 1215, American Declaration of Independence 1776,
The French Revolution 1789, The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia 1717, are the
important landmarks regarding the universalistic approach of human rights
and its conceptualization. At the end of the First World War, some attempts were
made through the treaty of Versailles to promote and universalize human rights,
but it met with no success. In 1929, Institute of International Law adopted a
declaration of international rights of man, which recognize the rights of life, liberty
and property irrespective of nationality, sex, race, language or religion. Another
milestone in the universalization of human rights was oppressive and brutal
practices adopted by Nazi regime in Germany, The individuals on the ground of
their race or religion were subjected to persecution, tyranny and brutality. they
were deprived of their civil and political rights. It caused global concern for the
protection and promotion of human rights universally, and with the progress of
the Second World War deep concern was shown for the int¢rnational recognition
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of human rights and for establishment of world organization for the protection
and promotion of human rights. It was believed that no permanent peace could be
established without securing international safeguards for human rights and
fundamental freedom. President Roosevelt took the lead in the matter in his
message to the congress on January 6, 1941, he referred to the four essential
human freedoms to which he looked forward as the foundation of a future world—

(1) freedom of speech and expression,

(2) freedom of every person to worship God in his own way,

(3) freedom from want, and

(4) freedom from fear.

Although the list of rights herein describes is not very exhaustive but still it
had exercised immense influence on the movement of human rights.

International concern for human rights found expression in the charter of
United Nations-the first international instrument which, in unequivocal terms,
proclaimed “universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedom for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or
religion.” The charter made promotion of these rights as one of its basic purposes
and obligated member states to make joint and separate action in cooperation
with the United Nations for the achievement of this purpose. The UN Charter
thus ushered in a new international law of human rights. Until then the question
of human rights was considered to be a matter between state and individuals
within its territory. As such it was beyond the reach of international law and
of no concern to the international community. For the first time in the history of
mankind human rights were universalized and internationalized-ri ghts which every
individual whatever one s origin could claim as a member of human society.

. In December 1948, the UN General Assembly proclaimed the Universal

_ Declaration of Human Rights. The declaration defines specific rights-civil and
political as well as economic, social and culture-with equality and freedom from
discrimination as a principal and recurrent theme. It spells out the right to life,
liberty and security of person.to fair trial due process of law, to freedom of
conscience, thought, expression, association and privacy, freedom of movement
and the right to leave one s country and return to it; right to marriage and family;
right to work and leisure, health care and education and so on. The Declaration
was not conceived as law but as a “Common Standard of Achievement” for all
peoples of all nations.Article-1 of the Declaration states that,”All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” Thus
the universality of human rights is incorporated in the legal documents. A landmark
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in the history of international concern for human rights was the ?dﬁption of
Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December 10, 1948.1t enjoys the
protection of Human Rights by the rule of law. In the spirit of the Declaration, the
general Assembly of the United Nations adopted the International Covenants of
Human Rights. The general human rights concepts embodied in the UN charter
were elaborated in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights and had a
very wide impact influencing the formulation of many new national constitutions
and municipal laws. |

Thus the legal documents of 18" and 19" centuries have declared the human
rights as the universal rights by making them open for all the people without any
discrimination. ‘ '

CRITICAL ANALYSIS.OF UNIVERSAL, ABSOLUTE AND INHERENT
NATURE OF HUMAN RIGHTS: ‘

Though the human rights are declared as universal, absolute and inherent,
its nature can be criticized as it contradicts with several cases. The Vienna
Declaration and the regional declarations reiterated that all human rights-civil
and political, as well as economic, social, and cultural -should be implemented
simultaneously, and that neither set of rights should take precedence over the
other. The challenge to the concept of the universality of human.ri.ghts coming
primarily from Asia, had to do with “private” fights. All stats are wﬂ}mg to accept
the universality of a certain core group of rights. Thfese are the nghts.,that are
listed in the human rights treaties as non-derogable rights or are considered |

. In ﬁlrther‘;a,t,’:t;empﬁng to define the catalogue p_f rights Whlch have achieved
universal acceptaf;i’_:e, it is useful to con§ult th; positions of mfimduals who have
been most critical of Western attitudes in the area of human rights. For exa.r.nple,
Mr. Kishore Mahbubani, Deputy Secretary of"fhe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Singapore, was quite critical of “the aggressive Western promotion

of democracy, human rights and freedom of the press to the Third World at the
end of the cold war.” He conceded that: . N
" Both Asians and Westerns are human beings. They can agree on minimal
dards of civilized behavior that both would like to live under. For exampl.e,
e 1 ‘ no slavery, no arbitrary killings, no disappearances in

: - orture,
:::rinsi}zﬁil;id:; gféfggulrlg no shooting down of innocent demonstrators, no
imprisonment ‘without careful review. These rights should b.? uphelq not only for
mens 5. There are sound functional reasons. Any society which is at odds
I‘:ﬁ}rilt; Tfs(t) ax{d brightest and shoots them down when they demonstrate peacefully,
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as Myanmar did, is headed for trouble. Most Asian societies do not want to be in
the position that Myanmar is in today, a nation at odds with itself. Although the
rights set forth in the Universal Declaration have been incorporated into many
constitutions in the world, most publicists do not consider the entire Declaration
to have become custom and thereby legally binding. The entire document failed
to crystalize into custom because, since 1948, certain provisions have not been
universally accepted. These provisions regard private rights which relate to the
private sphere or personal life of the individual. These rights have traditionally
been covered by religious laws; they still are in many countries. In 1948, the first
clause of Article 18 of the Universal Declaration- “Everyone has the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion”- was acceptable to all religious
faiths. However, the second clause-"this right includes freedom to change his
religion or belief’-created problems for some Muslim states. They pointed out
that the Koran forbids a Muslim to change his religion and criticized the Christian
missionaries who sought to convert Muslims to Christianity. Saudi Arabia abstained
on the final vote on the Universal Declaration in 1948 because of this clause.
(Saudi Arabia, it should be noted in this context, is another state that has not
ratified any of the United Nations human rights instruments for which there
are treaty bodies monitoring implementation).
Certain societies are unwilling to assume international human rights
obligations in this private sphere-their own code of conduct, which is informed
by their religious or traditional law, already covers this terrain. This tension between
the universality of norms in the private sphere and the competing religious/
traditional law renders all international human rights norms which have not become
part of jus cogens suspect. Cultural relativity is an undeniable fact; moral rules
and social institutions evidence astonishing cultural and historical variability. The
doctrine of cultural relativism holds that some such variations cannot be
legitimately criticized by outsiders.? Though human rights are made universal,
some rights have certain cultural character in it and these are different from society
to society and culture to culture as well. The debate over culture and human ri ghts
in the 1970s and 1980s was dominated by discussions of so called non-western
conceptions of human rights Asian leaders and intellectuals began to assert claims
to legitimate, culturally based differences that justified substantial deviations from
standard international interpretations of human rights norms. Articles in prominent
western journals began appearing with titles such as “Asia’s Different
Standard”(Kausikan 1993),”Culture is Destiny”(Zakaria 1994) and “Can Asians
Th.ink?”(Mahbubani 1998).Asian values impose a contradiction regarding
human rights as they consider it as a host of western concepts, which never be
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same as the values that Asian people used to have. Where the Western notion of
human rights emphasised on rights of the people, Asian values go for the
development giving less importance on human rights. For them, development is
more necessary than that of the human rights. Moreover, unlike Western culture,
Asians opted to have economic and social rights rather than the political
and civil rights; Asian values put more importance on society, -family and the
duties of the individuals rather than the rights of the individuals. Depending upon
the development concerns, Western scholars framed human rights so as to serve
the very purpose. At the same time Asian values refuge to adopt anything new
because for them their tradition, cultural habits are the best, although these kind
of practices adversely affect the rights of the people and their inner capabilities.
It is a trivial observation that religion constitutes merely one component
within a whole range of political, economic, social, and cultural factors that inhibit
or foster the implementation of human rights. When it comes to Islamic countries,
however, this truism seems worth recalling because Islamic religion and culture
often are portrayed as being the chief obstacle to an improvement of the troubling
human rights situation in some of these countries. Against such a one-sided view,
Faath and Mattes point out that most of the human rights violations that they have
analyzed in North Africa do not show specifically “Islamtic” features. On the other
hand, one can hardly deny that the relationship between Islam and human rights

is complicated and raises a number of problems. These problems do not derive

from Islam per se but have to do with the Islamic Shatiah, or mere precisely, with
traditional or fundamentalist interpretations of the Shariah by which the latter is
rendered a comprehensive system of politically enforcible normative regulations.
Given the fact that the basic features of the Shariah developed in the first centuries
of Islamic history, whereas the historical breakthrough of humati rights was
roughly a millennium later, differences and conflicts between these two normative
systems can be no surprise.’ . ) _
The popular understandings of the history of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights reinforce the idea that the mid-century human rights project was
the brainchild and a favoured project of the Western powers. It is commonly
supposed that it was the great powers, victorious in the World War 11, who coind
the idea of human rights at mid-century. That is partially fact and partially fiction.
st committed to the idea of rights during the war, but even then the
commitment was not strong. After the war the human rights idéa quickly developed
as a weapon in the Cold War. Beyond that, the Great Powers generally sought to
ising interest in development of universal human rights

curtail or contain the 11 t : f ur
norms. Contrary to popular suppositions, at mid-century it was small states and

They were mo
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non-governmental organisations rather than the great powers who were the most
ardent and outspoken champions of human rights.* The birth of the UDHR and its
legally binding companion covenants must be recognized as a political event.
Like every other formal agreement among states, the UDHR and the subsequent
human rights treaties were negotiated texts.

The conflict between human rights norms in the UDHR and traditional
customs and practices ground the debate between universalists and cultural
relativist. Many problems emanate from religion and gender. In Australia, the
Aboriginal custom of spearing and offender by members of a victims family is
regarded as a lesser punishment than lengthy incarceration in jail. While customary
indigenous punishments have been refused previously, in 1994 a Northern Territory
judge incorporated this punishment as part of the courts sentencing options for an
Aboriginal man convicted of manslaughter and given a three-year jail term. Issues
of punishment are problematic enough. Indeed, Afary (2004) sees this century as
one of gender wars, a fight over controlling the minds and bodies of women,
spurred by the rise of Islamist and nationalist movements, bringing a range of
attacks from enhanced restrictions(e.g. virginity tests for high school girls in
Turkey) to atrocities of rape and honor crimes. While 1981 marked the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW),
reservations (as in adherence to Sharia law) ensure that equal treatment of women
under-international law rhetoric rather than reality For example, under Islamic
rule, it remains the case that Notions of women s inferiority are deeply embedded
in the character and attitudes of both women and men from early childhood. Indeed,
when we look at the catalogue of crimes against women and girls, we find a litany
of appalling violations against their human rights-sexual abuse, under age marriage,
child prostitution, trafficking, beatings, sexual harassment, genitalia mutilations,
denial of employment and educational opportunities, nutritional taboos, stoning
female infanticide, burning of widows, wife-battering, starving, rape, and denial
of property rights. Human rights rhetoric turns to myth reinforced by new global
movements based on group superiority, many ensuring furthering female
subordination. This comes when the feminist movement had begun to convince
the world that human rights are neither gender neutral nor a western imperialist
tool.

Control over cultural practices and symbols are perhaps based exemplified
by the ongoing, of an emotional, debate concemning female genita] mutilation. a
topic frequently used to explore the tension between universalism and cultural
relativism. This is reflected in the view that excision seen from the physical
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standpoint is a barbarous and inhuman practice but, when considered from the
cultural standpoint, it retains an initiatory, educational and sexual Vahie, which
should be safegaurded®. The practice was condemned as harmful in 1993 and the
Vienna Conference, regarded as violating the rights of women and children who
suffer its consequences for life. Human rights are also not absolute. The right of
free speech and expression does not extend to sedition, slander, defamation and
obscenity. The principle of equality before the law cannot deny legislature the
power to classify persons for legislative purposes and to legislate affecting them,
provided that the classification is not arbitrary and is based on a real and substantial
distinction bearing a reasonable and just relation to the objects sought to be
achieved. There is no absolute right to democratic protest or to march. There are
right of speech, expression and assembly. But these rights are subject to limitations.
The clash of rights is a factor which the United States courts and citizens are very
familiar with. An example of a conflict of rights is where the right of free expression
of the press to coverage of news stories may clash with the right of an accused in
a criminal case not to be prejudiced by adverse publicity of allegations made
against him prior to trial or in a pre-trial hearing. :

Some rights such as the right to equality of person before law, freedom of
speech and expression, property are more important than other rights. If one right
must prevail over another a rational basis must be provided.

Death penalty is the issue that confronted the universal and absoluteness of
human rights. It was widely criticized in Bentham’s time, leading him to publish
a pamphlet explaining his reasons against death penalty in 1831. He ascribed the
attributes of inefficiency, irremissibility, positive malfeasance to the death penalty
and argued that the threat of the death penalty led to considerable and excessive
pain that ultimately undermined the very purpose for its imposition. While only
four Asian states (Nepal, Bhutan, Cambodia, and the Philippines) have so far
completely abolished the death penalty, the populations of Hong Kong and Macau,
which are special administrative regions of the P.eop!e s Republic of China, both
live without the threat of the death penalty being 1.mposed (§ave for cases of
rendition for offenses committed on.the Chinese mamland). Six others are now
facto, including, most recently, South Korea (Brunei Darussalam,
Laos, Maldives, Myanmar, South Korea, and Sri Lanka). Among the isla}n.ds f’f
the Pacific, 11 have abolished the death penalty and a .furt.her threte are abolitionist
de facto, all of them recognized as truly .abohtlomst in practgce by Ampesty
International. In several other Asian countries, most notably Inc.ila and Thailand,
now rarely carried out, and Taiwan, where executions have ceased,
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is now officially on the road to abolition (Taiwan Ministry of Justice 2007). Ninety
percent (92) of the 102 abolitionist countries have now completely abolished the
death penalty, in peacetime and in wartime, under civil as well as military law.
This is a much higher proportion than at the end of 1988, when only two-thirds of
abolitionist countries had abolished it for all crimes. As mentioned above, the
European nations that abolished capital punishment before the mid-1960s, with
the exception only of Germany in 1949, first abolished the death penalty for
ordinary crimes long before doing so for all crimes. In contrast, 49 (84 percent) of
the 58 countries that joined the “completely abolitionist” list after the beginning
of 1989 were entirely new converts to abolition during this period, not having
already abolished it for ordinary crimes before 1989.6

All people have the right to choose, as human rights are made universal and
absolute. But in the cases of refugees this significant right is often curtailed. The
concept of free will of the refugees became secondary for the host states.
Involuntary return has become very common today due to pressure from the host
state and also because of the poor condition of the host countries. The laws on
refugees are not enough as the refugee flow is happening in the places far away
from west, however the refugee policy are continue to be framed in the west.
They decide on the policy on refugees and change it according to their need.
While recquire they opted for settlement of refugees and while not recquired it
they opted for displacement and has opted for even return. These kinds of practices
are quite contradictory to the absolute and universalistic notion of human rights.

CONCLUSION:

From the above discussion we can say that, though Human Rights are
niversal, absolute and inherent rights of people, these rights have some limitations
creating contrary to the same. Human rights are made universal but, are not so in
practical terms. Core rights “concepts” laid down in authoritative international
documents, such as equal protection and social security, should be considered
largely invariant. But, they are subject to differing “interpretations” within the
range laid down by the concept. And concrete “implementations” of these
intetpretations have a wide range of legitimate variations. Int
recognized human rights concepts may be interpreted and imp
significantly divergent ways. But, legitimate variations are limited 1o the range
specified by the core concept of the rights and countries cannot legitimately just
pick and choose among internationally recognized human rights. The concept of
human rights is accepted by everyone, but its universz] and absolute character is
simply problematic. It cannot be able to serve the true sense of these terms. When
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the human rights are called universal and absolute, we must keep the idea in our
minds that the statement is partially true. “Human Rights, as specified in the

Universal Declaration and Covenants, represent the international community is

best efforts to define the social and political parameters of our common humanity.
Within these limits, all is possible. Outside of them, little should be allowed.””
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AMBEDKAR AGAINST CASTEISM

Mitali Baruah

ABSTRACT:
. Babasaheb often heralded as the Messiah of the weaker section of the
Hindu society was critical of the institution of rigid and immobile caste system
. prevalent in the Indian Society. He was a voice to the hitherto repressed class
of the society. As a social reformer he focused on the overhaul of the birth
based caste system to a more merit based society with equal opportunity for
all. The paper attempts to understand the reasons why Dr. Ambedkar was
“such a staunch opponent of caste system and what suggestions he gave to
eradicate this system.
. Key words : casteism, social reform, untouchability, postcolonialism.

INTRODUCTION:

: The notion of foundation of an India which is politically, Socially and
economically just would without the works of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar never be
complete. I-lIe ;vas oge of tt}}xle most prominent social reformer and political
statesman, a leader and an enthusiast activist, ituti
Democratic India.! and the Constitution-Maker of the

Dr. B. R.- Ambedkar, popularly referred to as Babasaheb Ambedkar’
envisioned to end the social injustices like untouchability from the Indian socie r 2S
The pioneer, for of his entire life, fought for the privileges of the Dalits and tLy :
socially backward classes. Ambedkar was made the country’s first Law M; ¥ ter
in the Jawaharlal Nehru’s cabinet. India’s highest civilian award, the Bhara Rlst er
award was conferred on his name in the year1990 when he was no more atna

Over and over, Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar reminded the Indian . 1
that lone political clearness or authoritative changes couidn’t shap 1 populace
is so varied in culture and social range. beanation, which

While Mahatma Gandhi was joining Indians to rebe] against the harsh British
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government, Babasaheb Ambedkar was directing the Indians towards a profound
improvement.®>

It is said that the underlying foundations of Ambedkar’s reasoning were not
in governmental issues but rather in religion, especially the Hindu religion which
established the framework of a caste based society. His socio-political thought
started with his feedback of Hindu religion as a result of its underhanded practices
of caste based society and looking for (or showing) answers for untouchables to
free from this detestable practice. Hailing from the “untouchable” position of
Mahars in Maharashtra, Ambedkar was a social pariah in his initial days. Indeed
even in his school, he was dealt with as an ‘untouchable’. His classmates woulci
not eat close to him, his educators did not touch his notebooks as he originated
from a family that was considered “unclean” by the conventional Hindus. In that
capacity, the freedom of ‘opressed classes’, the enlivening and association of
untouchables, and defending their rights and interests focused to his political and
social thoughts. The political and social musings of Ambedkar in this way are
found in his battle to inspire the untouchables, the ‘opressed classes’. It is
appropriately depicted that the political rationality of B. R. Ambedkar was regularly
molded by the legislative issues of social change and by India’s special and unique
brand of minority politics®. ‘

- Later on, in his life, Ambedkar had become the spokesperson of the backward
castes and classes in India similar to contemporary African-American reformers
such as Frederick Douglas and Martin Luther King Jr in the United States of
America, Ambedkar preached the importance of a social reform that would remove
the caste based discrimination and the notion of untouchability in India

Untouchability in India

Untouchability is regarded as the Achilles’ heel of our Indian society. Many
reformers and statesman have tried to eradicate the untouchable from our country
but in vain.

Even after seven decades of Independence, one can notice separate
crematoria for Brahmans and non-Brahmans castes at Radhanagar in Hooghly
district in the state of West Bengal, which ironically happens to be the birthplace
of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, ‘the father of modern India’.’

Critique of Caste System
Caste not simply a division of work but rather a division of labourers: The most

fiendishness practice in Hindu religion is the act of Casteism and the categorization
of specific groups of individuals as Untouchables. Ambedkar had aptly

Khoj OIS m vy



demonstrated this. Numerous Hindus reformers including the likes of Gandhi
protected Caste framework on many grounds, the first being the division of work
as important for a humanized society. In any case, Ambedkar said that Caste based
* framework thusly is not only division of work, but rather it is additionally a division
of workers. Additionally, it is a pecking order in which the divisions of workers
are evaluated one over the other not based on merit but on birth.

Caste system is unnatural: In such a system, the division of labour is not
spontaneous; such a system is not based on individual choice. Individual sentiments
and individual preferences have no place in it. It is based on the dogma of
predestination. And, therefore, social mobility of occupation is prevented thereby
making it impossible for a Hindu to gain his or her livelihood in changing
circumstances. The system does not permit the readjustment of occupations among
caste and this makes caste a direct cause of much of unemployment in the country.
As an economic organisation, Caste, contrasting the views of its Hindu defenders,
is a harmful institution in as much as it involves the subordination of man’s natural
powers and inclinations to the exigencies of social rules.’
Caste destroys public spirit, public opinion and public charity: The caste system
prevents common activity and by preventing common activity it has prevented
the Hindus from becoming a society with unified life and a consciousness of its
own being. It encourages hatred of one caste by another. As such, caste destroys
public spirit, public opinion and public charity. ’

A Hindu’s public charity, his responsibility and hjs loyalty are restricted
only to his caste. Virtue has become caste-ridden and morality has become caste-
bound. A Hindu will follow a leader if he is a man of his caste. The capacity to
appreciate merits in a man apart from his caste does not exist it; a Hindg 8

How to Reform the Caste System

Religion, social status, and property are all source
in which one group has to control the liberty of others, 5
his opinion, if the source of power and domination js ;t
given society social and religious, then social reform
be accepted as the necessary sort of reforms. Becayge
and soul is the necessary preliminary for the politica’l
Otherwise, no right, no liberty, no equality and no justice
where the mind of the people is darkened by religious do gmas. Political revolut;
have always been preceded by social and religious revolutions. One ca.nnotlhons
political reform, one cannot have economic reform, unless one does not aboﬁ‘slﬁ
caste system.

s of power and authority
0 believed Ambedkar. In
any given time or in any
and religious reform must
the emancipation of mind
expansion of the people.
would prevail in a society
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Ambedkar’s Views on Hindu Social Reformers Particularly Gandhi
According to Ambedkar, the path of social reform in India is strewn with many
difficulties and has few friends and many critics. ' :

Ambedkar argued that Hindu reformers are family reformers and never social
reformers. The battle that was fought by Hindu reformers centered round the
question of the reform of the family. It did not relate to the social reform in the
sense of the break-up of the caste system. It was never put up in issue by the
reformers. - .

Ambedkar vehemently criticises Gandhi on his anti-Untouchability
campaign and gives many reasons on why they mean doom for Untouchables.
Ambedkar says that Gandhi does not wish to antagonise the Hindus even if such
antagonism was necessary to carry out his anti-Untouchability programine.

On the other hand, Gandhi does not want the untouchables to organize and
and weaken the ranks of Hindus. Gandhi’s whole programme for the removal of
Untouchability is just words and there is no action behind it, In fact, when asked
why he was not taking up any campaign for Satyagraha or start a fast against the
practice of Untouchability, Gandhi’s reply is that Satyagra.ha has to be used only
against foreigners. Gandhi was making nonsense of Satyagra.gza:.

Gandhi might not be in favour of caste system. But, he does not say that he
is against the Varna system, which is simply a new name for the caste system and
retains all the worst features of the caste system. -~ .

According to Ambedkar, unless Hindus change their social order they. can
achieve little by way of progress.’ o

The Annihilation of Caste e

In his work, ‘Annihilation of Caste’, Ambedkar declared:

“It is not possible to break caste without annihilating the religious notions
on which it, the caste system, is founded”."’ . ~ .

This is his basic idea on annihilation of caste. Actording to Ambedkar,
there was no solution to Untouchability and casteism-within the Hindu religious
framework. Therefore, the only remedy to caste system or the only means to destroy
casteism is the destruction of the religion of the Shrutis and the Smritis; nothing
else will avail." .

Abolition of Caste: Many supposed that the first step in the reform of caste
was the abolition of sub-castes, and inter-caste dining. However, Ambedkar felt
that these would do little in the reform of caste system. According to him, the real
remedy is the inter-marriage.
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“Fusion of blood can alone create the feeling of being kith and kin and
unless this feeling of kinship, of being kindred, becomes paramount the separatist
feeling — the feeling of being aliens- created by caste will not vanish.”'?

Thus, the real remedy for breaking caste is inter-marriage.

. On the otl.xer hand, caste is not a physical object like a wall of bricks or a
line of barbed wires which prevents the Hindus from co-mingling and which has
therefore, to be pulled down. Caste is a notion, a state of mind. The destruction of,‘
the .caste does not therefore mean the destruction of a physical barrier, it means a
not‘lo.nal change. People are not wrong in observing caste; what is wr;ng is their
religion wl}ich has inculcated this notion of caste. If this is correct, then obviously
x enemy is'not the people who observe caste, but the Shastras wiﬁch teach them
o t;:llsg;lg: t;)éf; f:aste. Then., ’ihe real remedy is to destroy the belief in the sanctity

Ambedkar pointed out that the caste s

* " also no reason and morality, :because the
caste-deny any part to-reason and morali
Smritis which deny reason and morali
destroyed inthe way to social reform.!?

.~ “Caste and Hindu Religion: Caste is ; o ..
Acc?lzdil.lg to Ambedkar, the Hindu religioal:j :zs::)lrtlltzlir{zznil;etfeH\l/ngu rehgl?}?.
Smritis, is nothing but a mass of sacrificial, social, politica and s .te as T‘ ;

‘;egul'atlons, all mixed up. What is called religion by Hindus ?Sn : ailyﬁru ez a?a
m}ﬂn.tud@of'comn}ands and prohibitions. Religion in the sen no fng. u 1
principles, truly universal, applicable to all ra se of spiritua

c . B ces, to all countri . .
nott0 be found in them; and if it is, it does not form thenmes’ o 2ll times, is
Hindu’s life. - governing part of a

ystem has no scientific origin. It has
Vedas and the Shastras which founded
ty. .Therefore, religion of the Shrutis and
ty In any form should be uprooted and

©'What the Hindus call religion is really I . ,
The first evil of such a code of ordinances, n)llisrzw’ or at best legalized class-ethics.

is that it tends to deprive moral life of freedom presented to the people as religion,

- : ) and spontaneity, and to reduce it to
amore or less anxious an.d servile conformity to €xternally imposed rules. Under
it, there is no loyalty to ideals; there is o P \

t obiecti : nly conformity t ds. And th
most objectionable part of such a scheme ; ormity to commancs., e
the ehatacter of finality and fixity. me is that this code has been invested with

Search for a Solution

Ambed(l;ar felt that Untouchables have to fight their own battle and if others
are concerned about them then such a concern has to be expressed in helping
them to fight rather than prescribing solutions to them. He gave many solutions-
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social and political- for the upliftment of Untouchables and to break free from the
social chains of caste system. His first radical solution to it was the replacement
of the existing religion’s system of practice."

In fact, Ambedkar was not always opposed to religion, rather he emphasised
the importance of religion in society. He said that he was just opposing religion as
rules, but not religion as principles. To replace the existing religious rule, a step
toward the abolition of the caste system, Ambedkar wanted to bring a change in
the practice of Hindu religion. He suggested the following in this regard:

1 There should be only one standard book of Hindu religion, acceptable to
all Hindus and recognized by all Hindus;

2  Priesthood among Hindus should be abolished or at least cease to be
hereditary;

3 No person who does not hold a ‘sanad’ should be allowed to officiate as a
priest;
4 A priest should be subject to the disciplinary action by the state regarding

his morals, beliefs and worship, and should be bound to the ordinary law
of the land as in the case of other ordinary citizens.'

In Ambedkar’s view, by the legalisation of priesthood it will certainly help
to kill the Brahminism and will also help to kill caste. This will mean a complete
change in the fundamental notions of life, a complete change in the values of life.
It means a complete change in outlook and in attitude toward mankind and things.
Therefore, it means a new life based on liberty, equality and fraternity which
would ultimately lead to the disappearance of the caste system.

Of course, no Hindu would agree to this.

Besides this, Ambedkar also sought many political solutions for the

upliftment of Untouchables. He knew the importance of the purposive action of
the state in bringing a social reform in India. Therefore, as early as 1929, he
sought for separate representation for ‘depressed classes’.
A strong central government with a clear concern for the welfare of all its people
was central to Ambedkar’s views, and political representation was the key to
legal reforms that would determine the duties of the government. Corollary with
this was legal redress for those discriminated against. Moreover, Ambedkar, in a
way could be considered a pioneer who introduced the concept of the reservation
policy at all India level in early 1930s. Ambedkar also emphasized the importance
of education for the Untouchables."’
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An invitation to rethink the postcolonial question in India
. The influence of the figure of Ambedkar on India’s collective imagination
is similar in many ways to that of the figure of Gandhi, and it is not surprising that
the clash between Ambedkar and Gandhi also continues to leave its mark on
Indian society. The imprint of their clash comes out in a particularly bitter way
when one makes an effort to combine the question of caste with reflection on
postcolonialism in India. Indeed, the question of caste almost automatically requires
taking some distance from binary concepts such as the one that opposes the culture
of the colonized to the culture of the colonizer, a mode of representation that is
fc.)und in certain postcolonial analyses. Indeed, the Dalit movement. like Ambedkar
himself, maintains an ambiguous relation with the memory of the I,British presence
in India. The symptoms of this ambivalence of memory are numerous and can
sometimes take extreme and unexpected forms. Thus the Daljt essayist Chandra
Bhan Prasad has now defended Macaulay’s *’Minute on Education”. a recurring
target of the most traditional postcolonial critique.”® In this *Minute on ’Education”
Macaulay, a member of the Governor-General’s Council declared the wish ”t(;
form a class of persons Indian in blood and colour, but Engl ,
in morals and in intellect™, and in consequence he proposed promoting the spread
of a quality education in English to Indian economic and cultural elitges ’
However, this position, at once nostalgic and polemic, is not restricted toa
few essayists and polemicists; other authors occupying less ;narginal ositions in
the academic world also highlight the Dalits’ difficulty in findin thiir lace in
the Gandhian — or even in the Nehruvian — narrative ﬁ‘ameworkgof the stru le
for independence. The work of the sociologist Hugo Gorringe shows in parti g%ar
how the most underprivileged Dalits sometimes construct their soci I; 'dm;'
and their emotional attachment to the nation around a position that i ery. mt1 lt){
of the Indian nation-state, even though that nation-stat o

.. .. € embraces the ose of
transcending identities that are , purp
£ narrowly segmental”, such as caste.'® In a very

similar perspective, though with decidedly stronger words M.S.S. Pandian defends
the idea that all discourses about the ”modernity” of pO;t(x;l c;ni al Indian eren
lead to chasing the question of caste out of the public sphere.20 Discourseso%let);
postcolonial India, as products of a “superior caste” habjus. will th d'S al v:
tendency to make caste invisible. ’ us Gisplay a
Such criticisms thus make it necessary to link the issues of caste and of the

Dalits’ social identity to the production of a postcolonial way of thinking in an
independent India.*! But they also compel us to raise questions about the origins
of that critical perspective. Numerous answers to these questions can be found in
the life and work of Ambedkar

ish in tastes, in opinions,
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A STUDY ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
. PROBLEM OF SCHEDULED TRIBE
STUDENTS IN HIGHER EDUCATION WITH
. SPECTAL REFERENCE TO THE MISHING OF
RAM NAGAR VILLAGE OF SIVSAGAR
. DISTRICT, ASSAM

Jadovananda Taye

ABSTRACT:
Education is the media through which one can

. in life. Every society stresses on education in o
generations. Education is the means for many
civilization but for the development of science ang
of man would have been more painful involving lo
life has become happy and enjoyable only through
of education. Education is the major instruments
by Mahatma Gandhi, ‘Education is a process whi
of the body, mind and spirit of an individua)® I
method or an approach but is a weapon for st
.and perform better in ordering their lives jn 5 fruj
the transmission of culture from one generati
power to awaken men to their social develop

have better understanding
rder to mould the future
achievements in human
technology the life pattern
t of human labour. Human
development and the spread
of social change. As stated
Cf.l helps in the development
t1s not merely a technique,
mulating individuals to think
tful manner. Education implies

ON 10 another by creating the
ment,

INTRODUCTION:
The Mishings known in earlier time as te

the constitution of India; but at present they Miris’ and mentioned as such in

. 4 ’ are .
The Mlsh}ngs belopg to the family. of the aborg;i:f?:ilgeknof?hn as Mishing.
region of India. The Mishings were originally hij) tribes 'ivins 2h e North-Eastern
lying in between the Subansiri and the Siang district of ‘Arul;gacl? Ilnlg Uf:italg rla\lngvis
. al Pradesh. Now-
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a-days the Mishings have been gradually assimilating themselves with other
indigenous people of the plains of Assam and their culture. They have now become
a part and parcel of the Assamese society and have been contributing a lot to the
growth and enrichment of the Assamese culture. The Mishings are one of the
backward community of the Assamese society. They have many sided problems
such as socio-economic as well as educationally.

Therefore, many sociologists, educationists and Psychologists have studied
on the Mishings society to understand their problems and tried to give remedial
measures on various aspects for educational uplitment of the people for greater
interest of the society as well as for the harmonious development of the nation.

As a result of this, a number of books and journals are coming up today,
covering the issue of socio-economic, political, educational etc. in the broader
context. But here in the study the emphasis is given only on socio-economic life
and educational aspects of the Mishing Society.

SHORT DESCRIPTION ABOUT AREA UNDER STUDY :

The area of the village including the Paddy field and the land occupied by
the people is approximately about 4 square kilometer.

The village is situated at the North-Eastern end of the Sivsagar distrct. It
is at about 60 km distance from Si\ sagar District. It is at the North-Western corner
of the Charaideo District and at the North-Eastern corner of the Mahmora Revenue
Cirlce.

This village is bounded in the East by Pahuchungi village; in the west by
Nirmolia village; North by Kurukani village and Gar Chiga Deori village and in

the South by Deepling tea Garden.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:

Socio-cultural beliefs, practices and economic life often found to remain
co-related with educational status of the people. The conditions of education are
not equal in every societies for various circumstances. Some societies are advanced
in some aspects and some are poor in particular. Again, different studies show
that the educational status of different societies varies in respect of different age
and sex groups. So, the rate of literacy as well as status of education are found to
be vary from society to society. On the otherhand, there are different attitudes,
views and cultural values in different societies.

The Mishings among whom the present study has been conducted are also
no exceptional of the above mentioned characteristics. They have their own attitude
towards their cultural, professional and education.
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Keeping the above mentioned views and concept in mind, the present study
has been chosen on the Mishing society who are a scheduled problems. It is
expected that the findings of the present study will help to take the remedial
measures for educational uplifiment of the people for the greater interest of the
Mishing society.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:

The present study has been taken with the following objectives-
1. To understand social problems of the Mishing
2. To know economic problems of the Mishings in higher education.
3. To know the feelings of the Mishings about the needs of education.

HYPOTHESIS OF THE STUDY :

The following points are taken as the hypothesis of the study: -

i) The Socio-economic life of the people remains co-related with
education.

ii) Difference in acceptance of modern education

is fi ales
and females. ound among the m

iii) The rate of literacy has been increased in the present days than fifty
years ago.

MATERIALS AND METHODS:

The data collected for the study are bageq o
sources. The primary sources have been collect
observation, case history method, self prepared s
The secondary sources include books, magazine

SAMPLE:

n both primary and secondary
ed with the help of interview,

urvey schedule and discussion.
S Internet etc,

The present study has been conducteq
scheduled tribe students of Mishings commun;
the number of male is 862 and female is 797.

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION:

on the sample of 1659 nuniber of
ty of Ram Nagar village; of which

In the present study, the data of : :
aspects of the Mishings of R the social, economical and educational

am nagar vj
follows— gar village are analysed and interpreted as

qo m (4%

Table-1

ANALYSIS OF PARENTS OCCUPATION OF SCHEDULED TRIBE
STUDENTS OF RAM NAGAR VILLAGE ARE GIVEN BELOW-

SL. | Occupation +
No. | of parents
Primary Subsidiary Male Female Total
(Percentage) | (Percentage) | (percentage)
1 2 3 4 5 ‘ 6 :
1 Service Agriculture | 50(3.01) 4(0.24)_ 54(3.25)
2 Business Agriculture | 85(5.12) . |5(0.30) 90(5.42)
3 Agriculture | Business 275(16.58) - | 50(3.01) 325(19.59)
4 | Housewife Agriculture | ------- : 350(21.10) 350(21.10)
5 Student Agriculture | 200(12.06) | 85(5.12) 285(17.18)
6 Business | ----- 50(3.01) 2(0.12) - 52(3.13)
7 Agriculture | ------ 84(5.06). .| 3(0.18) 87(5.24)
8 |Service [ ---m-- 12(0.90) ] 2(0.12) 14(0.84)
9 | Daily Labour | ---eeem-- 15(0.90) | ------—-- 15(0.90)
10 | Dependent | ----eeeme- 215(12.96) | 172(10.37) 387(23.33)
Table 986(59.43) 673(40.52) 986(59.43

It is seen from the table-1, that out of 1659 population taken under study
in the village, there are 54(3.25) persons comprising of 50(3.01%) males and
only 4(0.24%) females whose primary occupation i$ service, but their subsidiary
occupation is agriculture. Thus, there are 90(5.42%) persons comprising 85(5.12%)
males and only 5(0.30%) female whose primary’ occupation’is business and
subsidiary occupation is agriculture. There are 325(19.59%) persons comprising
275(16.58) males and 50(3.01%) female whose primary occupation is agriculture
and subsidiary occupation is business. There are 350(21.10%) adults female who
are mainly house wives ,but their subsidiary occupation is agriculture. The student
of the village also work in the agricultural fields which is their subsidiary
occupation. There are 52(3.13%) businessmen comprising 50(3.01%) males and
2(0.12%) females who are mainly business. There are 87 agriculturists comprising
84(5.06%) males and 3(0.84%) servicemen comprising® 12(0.72) males and
2(0.12%) females whose primary occupation is sc?wice. Th.ere are also 15(0.90%)
daily labourers. The total number of dependents in these villages is 387(23.33%)
of which 215(12.96%) are male and 172(10.37%) are female. .

The above analysis shows that the villagers are basically agriculturists though
there few people who practice business or service either as primary and subsidiary

occupation.
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ANALYSIS OF LITERRACY BY AGE, SEX AND EDUCATION:

_Analysis of the literacy of the village show that out of the total population
1659, there are 420(25.31%) illiterate and 1239(74.6%) literate persons. Among
illiterate there are 153(9.22%) males and 267(16.09%) females. Similarly among
the literate there are 707(42.62%) males and 532(32.03%) females.

Again among the literate persons there are 296 persons of lower primary
level, 158 persons of upper primary or middle primary level, 365 of under
secondary level, 161 of matriculate(H.S.L.C. Passed), 93 intermediate(including
higher secondary and pre University) 123 persons undergraduate(H.S. Passed),
39(Graduate Aan.d only 4 post graduates are there in the village. There are two
male post graduate and one M.B.B.S. female medical degree holder in the village.
But the people reported that there are more than twelve M_A. holders who have
left their vil!age and have been settled in different places concerning their jobs
and services.

Regarding the education on the basis of sex it is seen that males are quite
‘more.¢ducated than the females. The maximum number of illiterate people are
found-in-the age group 35-39, 60s and above and 40-44 respectively. The age

group0-4 should be excluded as they are too young to go to
be considered as illiterate. On the other hand least 800 school. They cannot

umb il :
found in the age group 10-14 and 15-19. er of illiterate are being

Thus among the literates there are maximum nu
secondary level and it is followed by lower primary; t
primary, matriculate, undergraduate, intermediate,
respectively. Among literate the maximum number o
group 5-9.

From the above analysis it is clear that the nym

“higher than the illiterate people. There are 74,689 ber of literate people is quite

lit : .
ot e e 3515 M s e vlges and

Thus, though the number of literate people are m .
qualified in the village. The females are less educ(:;ee:iﬂtfar; ?lrlee onl)l/ 2 few highly
males.

FINDINGS:

mber of people in the under
hen upper primary or middle
graduate and post graduate
fpeople are found in the age

observation and interview etc. from village, th,
briefly summarized as follows: ’
1. The people under study are mainl .
Y agriculturi i
few parents of scheduled tribe peopl?;r:;l‘i;isl;r:aio?: that onolr);l;
. There are

N K

few government service holder men for which they cannot provide
educational facilities to their children.

2. From the observation it is seen that scheduled tribe students face problem
in their higher education due to domestic work.

3. Itis found that the students of the scheduled tribe are facing the problem
of paying tuition fees, examination fees etc. in higher education.

1. In the study it is found that 85% students faced accommodation and
transportation problems in their higher education.

2. From the study it is found that majority of the scheduled tribe students’
parents have very low monthly income for which they cannot provide
reading facilities to their children in their higher education.

3. The village where the present study has been carried out is under a plain
forest area. The government serves eviction in this reserved forest from
time to time for which the people cannot peacefully enjoy the fruits of
their land. '

4. The people are very superstitions and they go to the superstitions
practitioners for their different problems i.e. in relation to their family,
health and economic matters. The people also have some blind beliefs
and practices and for this reason they have remained socio-economically

backward.
5. Lack of helping attitudes of family members and relatives.

6. Lack of helping attitude of parents in the field of higher education.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE MISHING COMMUNITY:
After the investigation the following suggestions have been mentioned-

1. The Government should provide land to the people permanently; otherwise
they cannot engage the lands for long term cultivation such as tea-
plantation etc. In the encroached lands they often have to face the problem

of eviction.
2. The government and also the NGO’s should have to provide proper

. facilities for education to the people. Without proper facilities the people
ain educationally backward.

wil! rem
3. The road communication facility is also very needful to improve by the
government agencies.
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4. The government should also provide drinking water facility to the people.

5. The people should have motivated towards modern educational and health
services for which some awareness programmes are needful for the people.

CONCLUSION:

From the study, it is found that the students of scheduled tribe with special
reference to the Mishing of Ram Nagar village are facing the socio-economical
problems in their higher education. The main occupation is cultivation, so their
yearly income is also limited therefore they are not able to give sufficient financial
support to their children. It is also found that the people of this village have not
received facilities properly which was provided by the government for which
their socio-economic and educational condition is not satisfactory. So, the schemes
related to the development of the scheduled tribe should also be implemented
properly in the Mishing community for their development.
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THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC LIFE AMONG THE
TEA COMMUNITY: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Jolly Chutia

ABSTRACT: S
The Tea — tribes, also called Adivasi, are the tribal people who were

brought by the British colonial planters in India as indentured labours from
the Chotta Nagpur Plateau region into Assam about 150 years for the purpose
of being employed in tea gardens industry as labours. The Tea tribes are
linguistic minority of Assam. The present study had discussed about the life
style of the community which they have faced or suffered many problems in
their day to day life. In society the Tea community is known as a backward
community only because of their poor economic condition, illiteracy and many
other problems. Due to poor education or illiteracy they. fail to fulfil their
needs. In present society they have try to develop their status but the overall
picture is not satisfactory. .

Key Words: Socio- economic condition, Tea workers. '

INTRODUCTION: ' -

Community means a group of peoplé which are belongs to common
religion and culture. They have also a common dialect. The Tea community is
one of the most backward tribe in India. The tribal community like the Santhal,
Oraon, Munda, Kharia, Gond, Khond, Kishore, Nagesia, Savara, Koya, Mal-
Paharia, Tasha, Bhumij and the Panka were mainly recruited. Some Hindu cast
group were also recruited and they belongs mostely to the group like Kusmi,
Tanti, Kalindi, Ghatwar, Rajak etc. (Sengupta Sarthak, 2009).

The Tea community is one of the backward and most exploited tribes in
India. The Tea—tribes, also called Adivasi, who are original inhabited of Jharkhand,
Orissa, Uttar Pradesh and some different part of India. They were brought by the
British colonial planters in India an indentured labour from the Chotta Nagpur
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Plateau region into Assam for the purpose of being employed in the tea gardens
industry as labours. They are found mainly in the district of Darrang, Sonitpur,
Nagon, Jorhat, Golaghat, Dibrugarh, Cacher, Hailakandi, Karimganj, Tinsukia
and almost all the district of Assam in India. The total population of the community
is estimated to be around 6 million or about 20 percent of total population of
Assam. Santhali speakers are also found in parts of Kokrajhar and Bongaigon
district. The population of Santhali speakers is about 300,000 and Oriya speakers
is about 292,000. They generally use Nagpuri or Sari dialect as lingua franca
among themselves. They have their own dance form, Jhumur dance. Within the
community, Munda tribe is the largest in terms of numbers followed by Santhals,
Kurukh (Oraon), Gonds, Kharia and Saora.

DEMOGRAPHICS:

The population of the community is rural in nature and estimated to be near
6 million (60 lakhs) or 19% of Assam‘s total population as of 2011.

* They live in almost every district of Assam but their density varies according
to the number of tea plantation in different regions of Assam. They are most
nmnbers in Upper Assam and Central Assam than Lower Assam. Some were not
brought for tea garden labour. Many tribes (most notably Santhal, Kurkh and
Mupda people) were forcibly displaced by the British from the Chottanagpur
region due to their rebellion against the British region. They were dumped into
Lower Assam region of then undivided. Goalpara and undivided Darang districts
as a punishment for their uprising against the region (Santhal Rebellion of 1 850s).

They dominant the district of Upper Assam in Sonitpur because of high
density of tea gardens and plantation. Also Darang district, Nagaon district Barik
Valley areas and Bodoland Territorial Area District areas of Assam hav :
populations of this community.

Different political parties appeal to them during election seasons in Assam
as their demographic numbers always influence politics in Assam. The Ss t
single ethnic tribe but are the people of various origins com °Sit.e ] y are I:ﬁ a
fifty castes and tribes- who have now got intermixed ang . o
each other and are closely knitted. Major Tribes a.ong the
followed by Santhal, Kurukh (Oraon),
and Gowalas, Tantis, Kurmis, Karma
among them.

e significant

are interdependent to

Gonde i m are the Munda tribe
) onds, Xharia, Saora, Bhumij, Chik, Bara*
ars, Telis and other Castes are also present
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:
The main objectives of the study are —

1. To study the economic life of the tea community.

2. To study the religions life of the tea community.

3. To know about the educational conditions among the tea community.

4. To know about the living pattern, family pattern, dress pattern etc of the
tea community.

METHODOLOGY:
This paper is purely an analytical, based on secondary data which collected

from different books, news paper, research journals, periodicals etc.

SOCIO- ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AMONG THE TEA COMMUNITY:
The Tea community peoples are one of the most backward and exploited
community in Assam due to decades of continuous exploitation by Tea garden
managements and neglects in part of government. Though newer generation are
comparatively educated and now have intellectual and professionals in various
fields but their percentage is low in comparatively to the size of the community.
The literacy rate of the community is one of the lowest in Assam particularly
among the girls and women. Due to this girls are extremely vulnerable to sexual
exploitation and child marriages are prevalent among them. ‘

The Tea tribes who are now increasingly prefer to call themselves “Adivasi”
being basically labourers, live in labour lines, built inside tea-estates (establish
by the tea planters). These estates are located in interior places and this contributes
to the backwardness and exploitation of them by the tea planters. The labours, in
a way have to live within the basic facilities provided by the tea planters. The tea
planters usually exploit the workers every possible way. Violence and agitation of
labours against the managements is common, where the state machinery normally
protects the tea planters. Non- education, poverty, addictions of males to country-
bur, poor standard of living, rising population and inadequate health facilities
provided to them are the problems in their life. These are instances when tea-
planters do not even supply the life- saving drugs when workers are dying out of
epidemics.

This has had many labourers to leave tea garden related jobs and relocate in
nearby areas outside tea gardens in search of better livelihoods. Many of them
have now taken up farming and its related jobs, works in the field of construction
and small business as livelihood to sustain themselves like any other communities
of Assam. In recent times, many young men of the community, particularly from
‘bastis’ or villages, are migrating temporally towards Southern India and Gujarat

Khoj S m A




for better economic prospects. From there they send money back home to Assam.
It also has started to bring awareness among the youths of the community which
will not be possible if they remain toiling in tea gardens.

Languages:
Nagpuri or Sadri dialect is being used by them as first language and also

this dialect works as a lingua franca among them. But the dialect is different to
the tone spoken in Chotanagpur region because the tone spoken in Assam is heavily
influenced by the Bengali and Kurukh are also spoken by few segments of the
community. With steady rise in literacy level newer generations are getting fluent
in Assamese and English as well.

Religion:

Majority of the population of this community follows Hinduism and Sarna
form of worship while Christianity is followed by about 15-20% of the population.
This community alone forms 25%of the total Hindu population of Assam and
about 70% of the total Christian population of Assam.

Hindus worship different duties during different seasons of a year. Most of
the Hindus are Shakti and Shiva worshippers and considers Goddess Maa Kali
and Lord Shiva as main deities and worship them in different names and forms.
Ancient tribal religion Sarnaism is also deeply embedded among them. Sarhul
Puja and Karam Puja are the prominent festivals of Sarnaism,

Vaishnavism is also steadily gaining footholds among the Hindu population
of the community. They are very religious minded people and loves to worship
nature. Many trees are considered sacred and are worshipped. Nearly every village
has religions temples for community worship.

However increasing conversions into Christianj
into adopting Christianity and many Churches have I:Zelrllalilflf llln aZZ : frgsﬁl
Christian are mainly Roman Catholics and Protestants, This conveiion has als<;
lead to betterment of living standards and economic conditions of the Christian
converts compare to their majority Hindu counterparts,

Festivals:
Festivals are an important part of their life and are

ir religi ; generally d ted
to their religion and their fEUItufe, They celebrate many festiva)lls Zilr)z ccc)ililiri:‘z(r:eit
seasons. Almost every major Hindu festival is celebrated by the commﬁnity with

Christians celebrating Christian festivals, Maj )

. o + Major fest
community are Durga Puja, Diwali, Tusu Puj]a Hisl iwil:k celel?r;tid bg/l tlﬁz
Shivaratri, Karam Puja, Sarhul, Bhogali Biky and’Christ’mas shmi Puja, Ma
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Educational life Among Tea Community:

“Education for All” aim in view, it is proposed to ensure Zero Dropouts by
2011, the Government of India set up the Sarba Siksha Abhiyan across the country
in 2001. SSA is being implemented in partnership with State Governments to
cover the entire country and address the needs of 192 million children in 1.1
million habitations. SSA seeks to provide quality elementary education including
life skills. SSA has a special focus on girls’ education and children with special
needs. SSA also seeks to provide computer education to bridge the digital divide.

A survey commissioned by Assam Sarba Siksha Abhiyan Mission(ASSAM)
during 2002 shows that 25% of children in the age group of 6-14 are out of school
in entire Assam, while 43% are among the tea garden. Out 0f2,46,843 children in
the tea garden areas in the age group, 1,05,821(42.87%) are out of school. The
Assam Sarba Siksha Abhiyan Mission constituted the Tea Garden Education
Committee(TGEC) and Assam Human Development Report estimates that 1,000
Tea Garden Education Committees were set up by 2003. Presently, The State
government managed by the management companies. Among the government
schools in the Tea garden, 11.82% of workers received educational facilities in
the Barak Valley. It shows the condition of educational amenities available,
particularly in the tea garden management controlled schools in the State.

The report of Tea Garden Education Committee highlighted that there are
several constrains for the development of literacy campaigns in the tea garden,
such as—

1. Very poor quality infrastructure. Majority of tea gardens have only a lower
primary school with capacity of 100 to 250 students. :

2. Classes are held in very poor quality buildings with inadequate desks and
benches. a

3. Usually there are one or at the most two teachers for four classes that have
100 to 250 students. ~ i .

4. Inthe majority of the schools; teachers work half day in the tea garden and
half day in school. " '

5. As the teacher is paid by the management; therefore, is liable to the
management for managing the school.

6. Majority of schools are closed during the plueking time since both the
teacher and students work in the garden during that time.

7. Aschild labour s highly encouraged in tea gardens, in majority cases children
Jeave schools to work in the tea garden for a nominal amount of money.

8. Teachers are paid very nominal salary as they are not involved in the

production process. o
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Health Facilities:
Problems and nutritional status of tea garden population of Assam concludes

that a high magnitude of under nutrition and infectious diseases exit among the
tea garden population of Assam. Nutritional problems like underweight among
children (59.9%), thinness among adults (69.8%), and micronutrient deficiency
disorder like anaemia (72%) are widespread. Common infectious diseases are
worm infestation (65.4%), respiratory problems (6.7%), diarrhoea (1.7%), skin
infections, filariasis (0.6%) and pulmonary tuberculosis (11.7%). This study also
registered a significant burden of hypertension (45.9%), senile cataract (25.3%),
epilepsy (7.3%)and back pain (8.7%). Thus, the study has shown acute problems
of health of the tea garden labour in Assam.

The tea garden owned by the big tea companies generally has one hospital
with adequate facilities. On many occasions they also referred the patients to the
neighbouring district hospitals. As there are a limited number of big tea company
operated tea gardens in the state, and the majority of the tea garden workers belong
to single owned tea gardens, therefore, as a whole the health condition in the tea
gardens is pathetic. Secondly, these hospitals, only those patients are treated who
are either permanent or casual worker. During the lean seasons, when the causal
workers are out of work, they are unable to avail any medical facility. The state
government with special initiatives implemented the Pulse Polio Campaign in
the tea garden also. Initially, the tea garden management was reluctant, as they
have employed one person for this job. After much discussion, the campaign was
initiated antong the tea garden labours.

Keeping all this views, the present study was carried on amongst the tea
garfien le?bours,‘ a 1a.laplrlx community of Ass?lm in order to make an attempt depict
'fhelr socio-economic life as such. The tea trlPal S0Ci0-economic status is not good
in present society. f\nd they face some major problem of their day to day life.
Formal.educatlon is making better inroad among the members of the younger
generation.

MAJOR FINDINGS:

1. Ecopqmic Prqblem: The main problem of the tea community is economy.
Thelr.mcome is not sufficient for living, They have to face increasing cost
of daily ‘commodities. They work hardly but thejr income is verygpoor‘
Economic })?ckwardness is the main hindrance inlife to tea parden workers.
There traditionally occupation is basically works as a lab & den
Among the economic variables occupation O e B oy

i ike i o s of the workers is very
important. Unlike in the traditional socje

of .
workers as a labour. ty of tea community all are the
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2. Educational Problem: The educational qualification of the worker is not
very well. They are come from very poor family and where their parents
have to not much awareness regarding education. Majority of schools are
closed during the plucking time. Child labour is highly encouraged in tea
gardens, in majority cases children leave schools to work in the tea garden
for a nominal amount of money. Some of the parents try to be educated
their children but due to some economic problem and another. socio
environmental problem they fail to fulfil their needs. )

3. Heal.a1 Problems: Health problems is one of the main problems of them.
They are-basically living in tea garden area, but the environment is not
very well, so these problems they suffer many diseases like- diarrhoea,
respiratory problems, filariasis, hypertension etc.

4. Social Problem: The social condition is not satisfactory. They considered
that their socio-economic status is not good. The social environment is
the major obstacle for developed their society. The tea garden workers are
addicted to alcohol, which is seen in every garden area as a social evil. On
the other hand they are always exploited and dominant by other people. In
society they have not get the equal opportunity like other caste people.

CONCLUSION:

The larger debate is that the tea garden labourer still exists as an indentured
labourer in the 21 century raises the larger question of identity in recent times.
During the last 150 years, the tea community in Assam never received proper
attention in the development process. If the community has raised their voice
during the last decade by changing their approach, it is not only due to the lake of
place among the greater Assamese nationalization process but also due to their
own need to develop themselves. Living in enclaved habitats with distinct cultural
identity, is preventing the community to identify themselves as part of the greater
Assamese society. Counter to that identity emerges the Adivasi identity, particularly
among those who have left the tea garden and are emerging as a section of tea
garden youth who have received higher education and realised the need to develop
the community and want to come out from this century long indentured practice.
It is observed that by receiving the special provision of ST status will not be of
help to them to uplift their socio-economic status, unless the Plantation Labour
Act is amended. The community could get few more seats in the Lok Sabha and
Assembly as well a few hundred would receive jobs and education of the
community received ST status, but by this action, it will create an elite section of
the community itself who could get benefits in the long run and make the rest
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remaining poor and under developed as earlier. Unless basic amenities are not
provided in the tea garden coolies lines there are not rationales to provide the ST
status to the community at present, while the struggle for ST status may provided
new momentum to the struggle of the identity politics in Assam to the tea garden
community, which would also help in the vote bank politics in the coming election,
but utmost urgency at present is to address the socio-economic development of

the community at large.
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A STUDY ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC
BACKGROUND OF ENTREPRENUERS IN
SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES IN ASSAM
—WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
DIBRUGARH DISTRICT

Sohan Lal Y;uiav

INTRODUCTION:

The small scale industrial (SSI) sectors have been considered as a powerful
instrument for achieving “Accelerated Industrial Growth” and creating
«productivity Employment Opportunities” in an economy. This sector also plays
two important roles as producers of consumer goods and absorbers of surplus
labour, thereby addressing the agents that help in mitigating regional imbalances,
facilitate mobilization of local resources and skills, which might have otherwise
remained unutilized. In recent years, the SSI sector has emerged as a dynamic and
vibrant sector of the Indian economy, displaying its phenomenal growth in the
varied fields of production, employment and dispersed development, in general
and exports in particular. . :

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:
- This study is carried out to analyze the socio-economic background and
status of entrepreneurs in small scale industries in Jorhat District of Assam.

METHODOLOGY: v

The present study is based on both primary and secondary data. Primary
data has been collected by conducting a survey among 200 sample entrepreneurs
in small industrial units in Dibrugarh district of Assam. While collecting data, the
researchers visited District Industrial Centre (DIC) of Dibrugarh District in Assam.
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Secondary data has been collected from books, journals, annual reports of SIDO
and NISET..

SAMPLING PLAN:

A sample of 200 small scale industrial units was selected among 2000
registered units with district industries centre. In the selection of the sample units,
a stage stratified simple random sampling technique was adopted. In the first
step, the industries were grouped under 06 categories on the basis of nature of the

product. In the second step, 10% of the units were selected from the universe,

(2000). While selecting the sample units, the industrial undertakings engaged in
manufacturing with investment of more than Rs 50lakhs and less than Rs 5
crores are classified as small scale enterprises.

" PERIOD OF STUDY:

The primary data for this study has been collected from sample entrepreneurs
in Dibrugarh District during the period from 2014 to 2015.
GENDER:

With the passage of time and with increase in literacy level, women
entrepreneurs are also establishing industries besides male entrepreneurs.

Table 1.1
Gender No. of Entrepreneurs % to Total
Male 175 87.5
Female . 25 12.5
Total 200 100.00

Source : Field Study

Table 1.1 shows that out 0f 200 entrepreneurs, 25 entrepreneurs representing 12.5%
happened to be women entrepreneurs. As per 1991 census, only 4.5 % of the total
self employed entrepreneurs in the country were women. In this connection, it
may be stated that the rate of women entrepreneurship in Dibrugarh district is
relatively higher than the national average.

v8 m (IS

Khoj

Table 1.2

Industry wise classification of Entreprcneurs on the basm of gender.
Type of industry ,Male P.C. (Female | P.C.| Total
Chemical & chemical 2.5
products 15 7.5 05 29
Building material 25 12.5 05 25 30
Rubber & plastic 10 05 05 251 15
products

Food & food processing | 75 | 37.5 15 75| 90

Agro-based products 30 |15 20 10 | S0

Paper & wood products 10 03 05 2.5 15

Total 145 | 72.5 55 27.5| 200

Source: Field Study

It is transparent from the table 1.2 that the researcher classified the male
and female on the basis of the industry established. The industry wise classification
of entrepreneurs on the basis of gender shows that women entrepreneurs established
firms in only five categories out of six categories of industry classification. It is
evident from the table 1.2 that women entrepreneurs have shown interest to
establish agro-based industries, as 20 out of 55 women entrepreneurs representing
50% in total women entrepreneurs established agro-based industries, followed
by five chemical products, material buildings and rubber and plastic products

.each. In the male entrepreneur’s category, 75 entrepreneurs representing 37.5%

out of 145 male entrepreneurs established food and food processing industries
followed by 30 agro-based industries (15%) of male entrepreneurs. In total, male
entrepreneurs were higher in food and food processing units, whereas female
entrepreneurs were higher in agro-based industries. '

SOCIAL CLASS:

Entrepreneurs belong to different caste communities such as General, OBC,
MOBC, SC, ST and others. Table 1.3 reveals the classification of sample
entrepreneurs on the basis of their caste and communities.
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Table 1.3

SOCIAL CLASS
Social Class No. of entrepreneurs | P.C. to
- Total

General 40 20

1 OBC 50 25
MOBC . 65 325
SC 15 . 7.5
ST 10 5
Others(Muslims) 20 10
Total 200 100.00

Source: Field Study

Table 1.3 gives a clear idea about the social class of the entrepreneurs. The highest
number of entrepreneurs hail from MOBC class in Dibrugarh district, 32.5% (65
out of 200 are from MOBC) and are followed by 50 (representing 25%) from the
OBC. The third place was occupied by General class entrepreneurs with 40
enterprises representing 20% of the total 200 respondents and the fourth place
was occupied by others (Muslims) with 20 organizations 10% of the total 200
entrepreneurs.25 entrepreneurs out of the total 200 entrepreneurs representing
15% are from reserved categories and other 175 respondents representing 85%
are from the forward castes. It is evident from the above table that in Dibrugarh
District, reserved category of entrepreneurs are also p
development of the district.

FORM OF THE ORGANIZATION:

Entrepreneurs who have self sufficiency in a]] aspects may be interested in
establishing sole proprietary firms and some entrepreneurs start partnership firms
or joint stock companies to motivate some other entrepreneurs to develop the
business. So, the researcher made a study of the type of firms started by

articipating in economic

entrepreneurs.
Table: 1.4
Form of Organization | No. of Entrepreneurs P.C. to Total
Sole proprietary 120 60
Partnership firm 60 30
Joint stock company. 20 10
total 200 100.00

Source: Field Study

F R Khoj

It is observed from the table 1.4 that 60% of the total entrepreneurs are
functioning as sole proprietary firms and 30% are functioning as partnership firms.
Enterprises functioning as joint Company amount to 10%. This has been due to
the fact that starting of joint stock companies requires a lot of legal formalities
unlike sole trader’s organizations. ' )

FINDINGS:

1) Women entrepreneurs are less than 10% of the total entrepreneurs.

2) Nearly one-thirds of the entrepreneurs in Dibrugarh district are below 40
years of age.

"3) Only 15% entrepreneurs are representing the reserved categories of
Dibrugarh districts. ' L

4) Majority of the entrepreneurs have studied only up to HSLS/HS level.

5) Nearly one-thirds of the enterprises are located within the industrial area.

6) More than three- fourths of the enterprises are manufacturing and
processing units.

7) More than half of the enterprises belong to sole proprietary firms.

SUGGESTIONS:

1) More attention should be focused on unemployed graduates of Dibrugarh
district. ,

2) Since the number of entrepreneurs from schedule caste, schedule tribe
and backward class communities is very low, awareness is to be created
among the schedule caste and schedule tribe people by ptoviding special
incentives to start a business.

3) Entrepreneurs should be encouraged to start their enterprises as joint stock
companies rather than as sole trade and partnership firms to avail the
advantages of large scale operation.

4) The government and other promotional agencies should take greater interest
in marketing the products produced by small scale units.

5) Entrepreneurs must keep themselves updated by regularly attending training
programmes, organized by SIDO (Small Indystries Development
Organization) and NISET (National Institute for Small Industry Training).

CONCLUSION:

o There should be a curriculum change along with proper carrier guidance
in educational institutions, which will shape the students to become éapable
entrepreneurs in future. '

o The Government may appoint a special task force consisting of technically
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and professionally qualified people for continuous monitoring of the
performance of small scale units.

REFERENCES:

1. Bhavani, T.A (2002) : Small scale units in the Era of Globalization
problems and prospects, Economic and political
. weekly, March 10%, 2012,
2. Dr C. B Gupta and
Dr S.S. Khanna (2002) : Entrepreneurship and Small Business
’ Management, Sultanchand Publications, pl=23.
: Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital, A panel
Discussion, Vikalpa.vol-28 January march

2003,p-15.

: Motivating Entrepreneurship, SEDME vol.1,
December 2003, pp33-37.

: Financial Incentives and Small Industrial Units
an Madurai District, a survey, Finance India vol
viii no 4, December 1994, pp-989-996.

3. LM Pandey (2003)

4. Lakshmi Shah A.§

5. M. Upaulthus Selvaraj

bb m (I

Khoj

Khaj: Vol. IX, 2017
ISSN No. : 2278-5272

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX IN INDIA:
APRECAP

Varsha Agarwal

ABSTRACT :

Human wants are unlimited and in order to fulfill these he earns his
livelihood in the form of income. When any part of this hard earned income is
to be parted with by way of tax, the earner resists it. India is a country laden
with many hidden taxes in the cost of most goods and services due to multiple
indirect taxes being levied by the Centre and the State. As a solution to this,
after being subject to months of haggling, the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
finally had its historic day on the 3" of August’2016 in the Rajya Sabha with
the passage of the 122" Constitutional Amendment Bill, paving the way for
what is popularly referred to as the concept of *’One Nation, One Tax.” GST
is one indirect tax for the whole nation which will make India one unified
common market. The paper attempts to check whether GST in India is an
improvement over the existing system by focusing on the beneficial and
negative aspects on some of the vital sectors of the economy.

Keywords: Income, Taxes, Goods and Services Tax, Sectors, Economy,

Introduction :

The tax structure as levied by Indian government is of two-fold: Direct tax
and Indirect tax. Direct tax is the one where the impact and incidence of taxes is
on the tax-payer and includes Income-Tax which is levied by the Centraj
Government on individuals, companies, body of individuals and association of
persons etc. Indirect tax is the one where the impact and incidence of taxes is on
consumer and is levied on manufacture of goods, provision of services and
consumption. It may take several forms such as VAT, Service Tax, Excise Duty,
Customs Duty and the like.

GST is a tax reform for the whole nation, which will make India one unified
common market and all the indirect taxes currently functional would subsume
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into one giant GST. It will become operational from 1 July, 2017. GST is being
introduced in the count.y after a 13 year long journey since it was first discussed
in the report of the Kelkar Task Force on indirect taxes in 2003. GST is a single
tax on the supply of goods and services, right from the manufacturer to the
consumer. Credits of input taxes paid at each stage will be available in the
subsequent stages of value addition, which makes GST essentially a tax only on
value addition at each stage. The final consumer will thus bear only the GST
charged by the last dealer in the supply chain, with set-off benefits at all the
previous stages.

Objectives of the study:
2.1 To study the concept of GST.

2.2 To study the impact of GST on banking, insurance and other financial
services before its implementation.

2.3 To focus on the beneficial and negative aspects of GST op some vital
sectors of Indian economy.

Research Methodology:

The study is descriptive and is based on secondary data collected from
government reports, books, magazines, journals other published materials and
online sources.

Concept of GST:

Goods and’Services Tax commonly termed as the GST- the biggest tax
reform in India since independence is all set to bring about drasti
tax provisions. Currently, companies and businesses pay lot of in
as VAT, Service tax, Sales tax, Entertainment tax, Octroi, Luyx
GST is implemented, all these taxes would cease to exist a;1d

¢ changes in the
direct taxes such
ury tax etc. Once

oo m (CqIEt

GST will be composed of the following three elements: CGST (Central-
Goods and Services Tax, levied and collected by Central Government), SGST
(State Goods and Services Tax, levied and collected by the State Governments)
and IGST (Integrated Goods and Services Tax, levied and collected both by the
Central and State Governmerits concurrently). v

Administration of GST will be the responsibility of the GST Council, which
will be the apex policy making body for GST being chaired by the Union Finance -
Minister and a state finance minister as députy chairman. The GST Council has
fixed a four tier tax rate structure ranging from 5% to 28%, the slabs being 5%,
12%, 18% and 28%. As per the Union Finance Minister, 5% rate will be
applicable on items of mass consumption. 12% and 18% rates will include the
bulk of goods and services also including FMCG. Goods like Luxury cars, pan
masala, aerated drinks and tobacco products will attract a tax of 28% and might
be levied with cess. . ) )

. A few items like Alcohol for human consumption, Petroleum Products
namely, petroleum crude, motor spirit (petrol), high speed dieSel, natural gas and
aviation turbine fuel and Electricity are proposed to be kept outside the purview
of GST for the time being,.

GST is proposed to replace atleast 17 central and state taxes to make way
for a single, unified taxation system and will impact almost all industries. The
following table exhibits central and State indirect taxes being subsumed into GST:

.

Central Taxes State Taxes -

Central Excise Duty » VAT/CST.

Additional Excise Duty Taxes on inter-state sales

Additional Custom Duty Local Taxes -

Countervailing Duty Entertainment Tax

Special Additional Custom Duty Purchase Tax

Cesses and Surcharge -‘Mandi Tax/ Other States-
Specific Tocal Levies.

Service Tax Luxury Tax ]

Excise duty levied under Medicinal and | Tax on Lottery and Betting
Toiletries Preparation Act '

Octroi/ Entry Tax
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‘1. GST and Banking, Insurance and other Financial Services:

- With the services sector accounting for 60% of the GDP, the impact of GST
on the service sector will run deep. The GST will introduce areas that will benefit
the customers, whereas there will also be areas where the consumers may have to
shell out more. The banking and financial sector is one such area that is being
predicted to get a little more expensive for the consumers compared to what it is
today after the implementation of GST. GST for banks and financial services will
require a shift from centralized compliance to state-based compliance and will
have a noteworthy impact on financial products and IT systems.

1.1 GST and Banking Sector: ’

The Banking sector is one of the largest service sectors of the Indian
Economy. Currently banking and other financial services are charged with a service
tax of 15 percent. With GST, services are expected to attract 18% GST. This rate
is higher by 3% frgm the current service tax rate. Hence, implementatic;n of GST
may make banking services such as issue of cheque books and demand drafts
more expensive, particularly for retail customers,

Apart from the taxes, there will also be resy :
.and consumers are expected to follow under Gél!.atsfzgzciggl"fl‘a\?;;sl:haé.ba.lgk;
into CGST and SGST, there will be different sets of GST complia ocess.
that need to be abided by. Moreover, some bank services tg e
centralized (Demat Account, Wealth Management) whereas sa e o
localized (Savings Account, Personal Loan). Since GST isad ome qthexjs are
tax, these services will call for additional compliance formalities :r?ctil?:;;o;f:-zz:g

the compliance costs courtesy multiple leve]
sofass i
oroposel GST etctirs €ssments and audits under the

1.2 GST and Insurance Sector:

7.Tt implies that for every
N 15. as service tax will be
“X regime. The premium will

curre
replaced by additional 18 as GST underrtl‘f-lz pagtv\r,aCtSl

get dearer by 3% or 300 basis points,
o m (T '
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Endowment Plans
Endowment plans or traditional insurance savings plan, which currently
attracts a service tax of 3.75% on the premium in the first year of the policy is
expected to rise to 4.5% in the first year under the new tax regime. As of now,
1.88% of the service tax is levied on endowment plan’s premium for the second
year which is expected to rise to 2.25% from the second year onwards after the
implementation of GST. :

Health Plans , - :
Currently, health plan premium attracts a service tax of 15% on its premium
cost. With the introduction and implementation of the GST, the cost of purchasing
the health insurance will be expensive as it will attract a tax of about 18% on
premium from July 2017. -

Motor Insurance

Motor insurance premium also attracts 15% of the service tax which will
enhance to 18% with GST, if the rate is fixed up to this specified percentage
mark.

1.3 GST and Collateralized Borrowing and Lending Obligation (CBLO):

CBLO is a RBI backed money-market instrument backed by Gilt-edged
securities. It is an obligation to the borrower of funds to return the money borrowed
at a specified date along with interest.

Currently, service tax on CBLO is imposed on fee-based activities like
processing fee, transaction fee etc. However, income from fund-based activities
like interest, investment, propriety trading etc. is excluded from the tax ambit.
With the GST coming into picture, the government should make provisions for
clear demarcations between fee-based and fund-based transactions. If this
demarcation is not made and if fund-based transactions are not exclusively exemgpted,
revenue earned from instruments like the CBLO will also come under the blanket
of GST and the GST tax rate is expected to be higher than the current one.

1.4 GST and Finance Lease:

Under the current system of taxation, both VAT and service tax is applicable
on finance lease transactions. Even non-financed lease transactions are subject to
VAT. However, import of assets on lease basis does not attract VAT. With the GST
law, a finance lease will be treated as the supply of goods, whereas an operating
lease, as a service. Both will thus be subjected to GST. Additionally, the leasing
of an asset out of India will also come under the GST.
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1.5 GST and sale of shares of a private limited company:.

- TTC}ll;rny s_'g}le 'of shares o.f .gt;'q:i\{atq limited company are exempted from
taxwlt}1 GST if similar exemption 1s ot provided for, it would result at a higher
GST rate. This would curb transfer, of shares in the industry and that would restrict
operations to.a sizeable extent. . | | ' ‘ o

2.- GST and some other vital secfors of the economy:
2.1 GST and FMCG:

2.2 GST and Pharma:

* 2.3 GST and Luxury Hotels:
..+ GST may be a welcome step for Luxury
30% it may remain fixed at 28% under G
2.4 GST and Telecom Services:

Slzlt)tels as from the current 28-

India is one of the biggest te] o n |
AN 2 ;< €Com markets ; .
. ‘leanri?ti telecom network in the worjg and Sﬂlir; tshei;“:iﬂ]d. It has the third-
to thg ::lguicﬁ‘;’n’(smelies. Th? contribution of the teleczn;rflrg e'St Hon 0 o
- Un conomic growth has beep s f l}mcatlon sector
.years. Under, the current tax syst - Slgniticant in the past few

NS System seryj :
companies are taxed at 15%. Under GS;E:: a?:ﬁ;i;d t]:g( _t(lile Telegﬁm
. )€ taxed at a higher

28 c4rw

- rate of 18% (As per CNBC-TV18), thereby rendering costlier services for
the users. e ‘ Lo

25 GST and Autos: .. = . :
Diesel Small Cars are currently taxed at 23.7% which under GST would
soar upto 28.3%. Motorcycles, Cars, Mopeds currently taxed 17.4% would
be substantially raised high to 28% under GST. Tractors would remain
marginally same from 11.9 %(current) to 12% under GST. SUV/MUV
which are currently highly taxed at 28% would further increase to 32.2%
under proposed GST. ' ’ o _

2.6 GST and Consumer Durables: ‘
Consumer Durables like ACs, Refrigerators and Coolers which are
currently taxed 26%, 24-27% and 23.5% respectively will all be costlier
with GST rate being 28%. Lighting (LED) currently being taxed at 15%
under GST will become cheaper at 12% only. :

2.7 GST and Food: A L
Food products like Aerated Drinks are currently taxed at 23-24% while
under GST these would be taxed at 28%. Other food items like Fruit juices,
edible oil and sugar will remain unaffected at earlier rates of 12%, 5% and
5% respectively. Hence it can be presumed that only aerated drinks are
likely to be costlier with GST, T .

2.8 GST and Cement, Coal, Paint and Industrial Cables: -

GST for both Cement and Paint would show. an incréase from 25% to
28% thereby making these costlier. - Coal may become cheaper with the
implementation of GST since a rate of-5% being applicable as opposed to
11% currently. Industrial cables may slightly differ by 0.5% only from
18.5% current to 18% under GST. - 3

3. GST-Exemptions: .

Food grains /Key food-items, Baby food, Curd,- Milk, Bread, Salt, vegetables
and fruits are likely to remain tax free items under the proposed GSY. Also
those items which do not attract VAT or Excise Duty-currently may be kept
out of GST net. '
Conclusion: . , .
The study in hand in an attempt to compare bétween the existing Indirect
Tax system and the to be introduced GST in India comes to a conclusion that

it would not be correct to count one as superior over the other. This is because
GST is still very vague and would be clear and transparent only when
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implemented. Also taxation is viewed differently from different angles, what
is beneficial to one may not benefit the other.

It seems that with GST, services are supposed to be costlier than the existing
rates. While there will be no increase in tax burden on essential goods.

Moreover as the rates provided for various goods and services under GST
are more or less tentative, hence the true effect can be studied only after its
implementation. Hence a valid comparison may not be possible at the moment.

Hoping that the much awaited- GST is introduced in a consumer friendly
way so as remove the defects of the present tax system. Be it a win-win situation
for everyone -consumers, tax-payers and the government: both at the centre
and the states.
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COST COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF JOHA
RICE AND RANJIT RICE CULTIVATION
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
KAKOPATHAR BLOCK OF TINSUKIA
DISTRICT, ASSAM

Murchana Gogoi

ABSTRACT :

Assam is traditionally a rice growing area and a large part of the population
is still dependent and earns its livelihood from this rice cultivation. However,
to benefit from this, analysis of cost component plays an important factor and
acts a basis on which a farmer makes his marketing decisions. A farmer whether
big or small sells his product only when the costs of production are covered
by the market price. As such, the researcher attempts to give the reader a
realistic idea of what it costs to the cultivators to work an acre of paddy for a
season.

For the purpose of the study, the researcher has taken into account two rice
varieties namely Joha Rice and Ranjit Rice. Cost component involved in
cultivation of this varieties are computed with the help of a well scheduled
structure based survey in Kakopathar block of Tinsukia district: Moreover, a
cost comparative analysis is drawn between the two to achieve the objectives
of the study.

Keywords: Cost Analysis, Comparative study, Joha Rice, Ranjit Rice,

Kakopathar block, Tinsukia District

INTRODUCTION:

The state of Assam experiences plenty of rainfall and possesses a fertile
Jand. Here, the soil, topography, rainfall and climate in general are conducive for
an agricultural activity mainly for paddy cultivation and therefore concentration
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is high on paddy production both for the farmers and the State Agriculture
Department. However, the cost of cultivation plays a vital factor and acts as a
basis on which a farmer makes its decision of investing and marketing their output
An economical farmer will prefer to invest only in that variety that will cost him'
less and in return give him more profit. As such, the analysis and computation of
cost of cultivation becomes vital to the farmers for future production.

. Cost is the monetary valuation of efforts, material, resources, time and
utilities consumed, risks incurred, and opportunity foregone in the production of
goods or services.

. The cost structure of any productive operation can broadly be categorised
into two types viz; the cost incurred towards capital expenditure of 3 project and
the revenue expenditure. Capital expenditure is also known as fixeq ca itéll which
are independent of the changes in output. It serves the purpose Ofapro' : 1f

more than one year and is non-recurring in nature, Revenue Ex :)ndqfc or
otherwise known as working capital which involves the costan orgaHiSat' rture 1s
to meet its day to day operational activities and is recurring in nature Thi10n incurs
expenditure or working capital is again of two types viz. fixed cos;; ands revf:l;jllle
cost. Fixed costs are the payment made for fixed factors of production j ;’larla e
run and remains fixed irrespective of the volume of output. Fixed nin the short
known as overhead cost and include charg ' costs are also

es such as contractug] rent, insurance,

property tax, interest on capital etc. On the other hand, variabje cost varies with
’ wi

the quantity of output. These are incurred on the emp]
: oym :
of production and can be altered in the short run, plovment of variable factors

rogard: tplanning and control,
garding the time ang rate at which

Sum CAF

% Components of fixed cost:

a) Land: Land being the ancestral properties of the sample farmers, as such
no other costs except the land revenue are to be borne by the farmers.
Therefore, only the land revenue charge is reflected in the present study.

b) Cattle shed: During the present study, it is found that the farmers hardly
maintain any kind of cattle shed for the bullocks. Therefore, no value is
reflected for cattle shed during the present s;udy. .

c) Bullock feeding charges: Along with tractors, bullocks are still used by
farmers during the process of cultivation. Almost all the sample farmers
are found to be in possession of bullock. Therefore, the feeding charge of
a pair of bullock is considered as a fixed cost under the study.

d) Tractor: During the present study, it is found that the sample farmers do
not possess tractor, rather they hire it during the cultivation process.
Therefore, only the hired charge of tractor is reflected under variable cost
in the present study. '

+ Components of variable cost:

a) Land preparation for seedbeds: The first step in the process of rice
cultivation is the land preparation for laying seedbeds and raising nhrsery
plots. Here, as far as possible minimum land area is covered for raising
more seeds. It is a variable cost under the present study.

b) Seeds: Seeds are the variable factor affecting the cost of production. The
number of seeds is, in fact, diverse depending on the soil type and quality
in each area. The study area being a highly fertile soil, atmost 8kgs of rice
seeds have been used for producing all the three varieties of Joha rice.

¢) Bamboo Fence: Bamboo fence are used for raising nursery and protecting
it from human and domestic cattle. It is a cost incurred during the primary

stage of production process.

d) Transplanting: During the entire cultivation process, transplanting takes
place twice at the primary stage, where the rice plants are transplanted to
the main paddy fields and after harvesting. At both the stages, either family
members or hired labours are engaged to perform the transplanting process.

¢) Labour: Labours plays a significant role’in the entire cultivation process
right from seed treatment and nursery to the point of marketing. The labours
may either be family members or hired one, and the'charges so paid vary
in each step of the cultivation process.
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) Tillage practices: Tillage practices are carried out both by bullock and
tractor. It involves the following: Ploughing, Harrowing, Puddling and
Levelling.

* Ploughing is the primary tillage operations, which is performed to
cut, break and invert the soil partially or completely suitable for sowing
seeds. ‘

* Harrowing is a secondary tillage operation which is done to a shallow
depth for smoothening and pulverizing the soil as well as to cut the
weeds and to mix the materials with the sojl.

* Puddling is churning the soil with water. It is done in paddy fields
with standing water of 5-10 cm depth after initial ploughing and
harrowing, It breaks up the clods and churns the soil.

e Levelling is also done to bring permanent improvement in the value
of land. Levelling work is carried out to modify the existing contours
of land for efficient agricultural production system.

'g) Pesticides/ insecticides: Pesticides/Insecticides are substances meant for
attractmg.and then destroying any pest. Also called crop protection
products, it enables the farmers to protect their valued paddy crops from

damaging influences such as weeds, fungi or insects and contribute to the
ever-increasing appetite.

_ h)_ Ha{vesting: Ha}rve.sting i§ one of the most laboyr intensive operations in

agr{culture,‘ which is required to be done at appropriate time so as to obtain

- optimum yield. Delay in harvest will have a direct impact not only on the
yield but also on quality of produce,

i) Threshing and cleaning: Thr eshing is the process of separating the grain
from the crop while the cleaning process involves removing away lighter
bits of plant material, called chaff which may still be clinging to the grain.

j)  Gunny bags: Gunny bags are used for storing the ri
bag has a capacity of storing approx 40kgs i fr?cgcgi slr I?duce. One gunny
A brief study on the two varieties of rice undertaken for the
JOHA RICE

~ Joha is a class of rice grown in Ass

Assam bei.ng. the sole producer, this aromatic rice cultjyar is a unique class of rice
undex: Sali rice (also called winter rice, cultivated within June to December)
traditionally known as Joha rice. It is invariably grown by the Assamese farmers
Yoo m(4IE
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study is given below:

am for its aroma and excellent taste.

to make desserts such as kheer, payas, pulao and also the normal form. Joha rice

~ is known for its sweet aroma, superfine kernel, good cooking quality, excellent

palatability and taste. The elongation ratio of Joha Rice is 1.4. Except elongation
ratio, Joha rice of Assam is comparable to highly priced Basmati and other scented
rice in India. It is grown in around 20,000ha producing around 30,000MT every
year. '

Kola Joha, Kunkuni Joha/ Kon Joha, Mugi Joha, Krishna Joha, Rampal
Joha and Gobindbhog are widely grown cultivars in the state. Keteki Joha is the
first HYV developed by Assam Agricultural University with high yield potential
and aroma. This class of Joha was released in 1994 bearing a cultivation period of
160 days and having a yield capacity of approx 16 quintals per acre (40 quintals
per hectare).

RANJIT RICE

Ranyjit rice is a non-scented and non-glutinous variety grown in Assam. It
is recommended for shallow submergence areas in Sali season. It is a semi-tall
(105-110 cm) variety with moderate tillering ability (10-12 tillers). Its grains are
medium slender with white translucent kernel having abdominal white trace. Ranjit
Rice is photoperiod insensitive and takes 150-155 days to mature and yields 5-
5.5ton per hectare. It cannot withstand prolonged submergence and cold at
reproductive stage. It has been released by CVRC in 1992. However, this variety
is also suitable for growing in Nagaland and other low altitude areas of adjoining

states.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:
1. To determine the cost of Joha rice per acre
2. To determine the cost of Ranjit Rice per acre
3. To make a cost comparative analysis of two varieties of rice i.e. Joha rice
and Ranyjit rice
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

Area of the study

There are three sub-divisions undefr Tinsukia district which are namely
Tinsukia, Margherita & Sadia. However., since, all p}aces ?anr.xot be covered and
taking into account the cost and convenience of the myesngatlon o.nly provident
places are selected. Ranjit Rice is a variety c.:ultxyate.ad in all the agricultural areas
of Tinsukia District, but Joha rice cultivation is limited to few areas and few
cultivators. The researcher as such has decided to study the Kakopathar block
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under Sadia sub-division as it is the main Joha rice producing area of the relevant
district under study. There are three Gaon Panchayats (G.P.) comprising Kakopathar
G.P., Mythong GP., and Dirak G.P. From these Panchayats, six wards namely
Mythong, Mridongpara, Chelengijaan, Haahkhati, Bormesai and Tejigaon were
selected on the basis of purposive sampling, as these areas have high fertile soil
favourable for increased cultivation of Ranjit Rice alongwith Joha Rice among
all other rice cultivating areas of Tinsukia district.

Data Collection:

The proposed research study is based on both primary and secondary data.
Primary data is collected from the area selected to be studied with the help of well
structured schedule, so prepared keeping in mind the objectives of the study. As
the respondents of this research are farmers, personal interview method has been
adopted. Due care is taken to collect reliable, dependable and authentic information
for the study. The periodicity of data collection is from 1% Jan 2017 to 31% March
2017. During the field study, personal and additional observation has also been
recorded according to the needs of the same.

Secondary sources include internet, various books, periodicals, journals,
and magazines relevant to the study alongwith publications & data collected from
Citrus Research Station of Tinsukia, IIPM centre Jorhat and Assam Agricultural
University, Jorhat and reference materials from Dibrugarh University library.

Sample Size:

The total number of cultivators involved in both Ranjit rice and Joha rice
cultivation under the selected area will be the universe of the study. However,
each and every farmer cannot be taken into consideration for the proposed study,
as such; the researcher has conducted Snowball Sampling Method and could
approach 20 farmers, who were extensively engaged in production of Joha rice

as well as Ranjit Rice. Snowball sampling method served the purpose of the

study because there are a lot many farmers extensively engaged in rice cultivation

but farmers engaged in both were few in numbers. Moreover there is no list of
such registered farmers and the total numbers are uncertain.

Determination of cost component:

Cost component is determined in the following manner:
a) Cost of land preparation for seedbeds - Bein
rice production, this involves the cost towards
seeds. It is determined by the hired vaiue of b

used for preparing the land.

g the primary stage in Joha
preparing the land for laying
ullock cost or tractor cost so

so m (4T Khoi

b) Cost of seeds for raising nursery plots-The study here undergoes ;he
cultivation of three kinds of Joha rice extensively grown in Kakopathar
block of Tinsukia district. The seeds are basically stored by the farmers
from their earlier production to be used in the nextcropping year. However,
for this study the cost of seeds are computed on the basis of prevailing
market price. o

¢) Cost of fencing for raising nursery plots- Nursery.p}ots are required to ,be
well protected .Thus, it involves expenses in buying bamboos and hire
charges of human labour for making bamboo fence.

d) Cost of transplanting from nursery plots to main‘paddy field is. C?mpl'lted
on the basis of family labour valued at the rate of wages paid to hired
labours for similar work. . N

e) Sowing cost- Sowing cost is computed by wages paid to individual lal?ours
for performing the same. More the number of labourers used more is the
cost involved.

f) Bullock and tractor cost- valued at the rates paid to hire the same.
g) Pesticides/ Insecticides cost(purchased)- valued at purchase price

h) Fertilizer cost- The selected areas have highly ferti.k? soil and as such
majority of the farmers’ do not incur any cost on fertilizers.

i) Harvesting cost:-Traditionally, the method 'of: ha1:vesting is performe.d by
human labour manually and is still in practice.in :chesg areas. The ‘cost
here is determined on the basis of fixed rate and is not affected by the
number of labourers. : o

j) Carrying cost upto storage: - Valued at the hired rates paid to human labour
for carrying the same. _

k) Threshing and cleaning cost: Through the survey the researcher has found.

that the farmers’ do not incur cleaning cost en-the grains the_y.sel.l. As
such, threshing cost is valued at the machine and labour rate for hiring the

same.

I) Costof gunny bags: -V

) Land revenue: - valued at the present rate so paid by the respective farmers.
m .

Bullock feeding cost: - Traditionally, a pair of bullocks were the only source
& fploughing. In recent times, along with bullock, tractors are extensively
?1s§d Ai such, an approximate amount of feeding cost for a pair of bullock

alued at the prevailing market rates.
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on yearly basis is also considered under this research work
Determination of per acre:

Per acre of land is the size of land holdings which consist of 2.5 bigha
ax:lza l:-les;liaectlvely.dWhlle computing the cost and return in Joha Rice cultivation
calculations are : ) _ ,
researcher. one on the bas1§ of per acre as per the convenience of the

1 acre =2.5 bigha

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
This section provides an overview of
thereby the total cost involved in rice cultivati
to show the individual results of the three v
both in acres and per unit (Kg) extensively
1) COST ANALYSIS OF JOHA RICE
A) KolaJoha: .

Kola Joha has the lowest yield at 3 5
three varieties. For the convenience .o
~ has been converted into per acre
B) ,Mggi Joha:
Mugi Joha has a yield at 4.9 gy; i
-+ yielding variety among the ﬁg: ntal per bigha, which is the highest
C) .Kon Joha (also called Manikimadhuri/Koni Joha) |
oha):

he Fixed cost, Variable cost, and
on. A}ttempt is made by the researcher
arieties of Joha rice and Ranjit Rice
cultivated in the study area

quintals per Bigha among the
ce of t?le researcher per bigha yield
yields (i.e.] acre=2.5 bigha).

S variab .
cost of seeds. le cost increages due to the increase

The summary table below s
cultivation of three variety of Joha Ri

Table.1. Showing Cost per acre

Types [ Vieldh)[E.C.Runer [y ¢ )
Kola Joha 875 2419 25 % T.C.(Rs/acre
——<919.25 |

Mugioha | 1225 | 41955 | ol | 1140625
—==23_ | 398y

KonJoha | _ 935 | 241975 | oot 1140625
Source: Field Survey  ——2111.25 | 11530.50
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Table.2. Showing cost per kg

Types [ F.C.(Rs/kg) | V.C.(Rs/kg) | T.C.(Rs/kg)
Kola Joha 2.76 10.27° 13
Mugi Joha 1.97 7.34 9.31
Kon Joha 2.62 9.85 12.47

Source: Field Survey
2) COST ANALYSIS OF RANJIT RICE:

Ranjit Rice is the most common and widely grown variety in the area.
This variety yields approx 9.33 quintals per bigha, and as such attracts the local
cultivators. The summary table below shows the cost involved in the cultivation
of Ranyjit rice.

Table 4: Showing cost per acre

TYPE | YIELD(KG) [ F.C.(Rs/Acre) | V.C.(Rs/Acre) | TOTAL(Rs/Acre)
2332.50 2419.25 8927 11346.25

Ranjit Rice
Source: Field Survey
Table 4: Showing cost per kg

TYPE | F.C.(Rs/Kg) | V.C.(Rs/Kg) | TOTAL(Rs/Kg)
Ranjit Rice 1.04 3.82 4.86

Source: Field Survey
>4 RATIVE ANALYSIS OF JOHA RICE AND RANJIT RICE:

3) COST COMP. AND J

A comparative analysis table was prepa.red. to hlghhght. the yield as
compared to cost incurred by farmers while cultivating these varieties of rice.
Ranjitriceisa variety cultivated in large scales and highly prefer}-ed l?y the sample
cultivators over Joha Rice as observed from the survey due to its high yield and

low cost as depicted in the below table. . .
Table no.5: Showing the comparative analysis of three varieties of Joha

rice and Ranjit Rice per acre

—Tm—“' "YIELD( kg) F.C. V.C. T.C.
ZolaJoha | 875 ~ 2419.25 | 8987 | 11406.25
m __1_2.22—--——>— JohaRice | 2419.25 | 8987 | 11406.25
Kon Joha | 925 2419.25 1 9111.25 | 11530.5
Ranjit Rice 2332.50 2419.25 | 8927 | 11346.25
| Ranyit 2 |

Source: Field Survey
(IS m Yoe
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FINDINGS:
It was observed that only three varieties of Joha rice namely Kola Joha,
Mugi Joha and Kon Joha were extensively cultivated in the study area. Table 1
shows the computation of cost per acre. With Fixed cost remaining constant at
Rs.2419.25 in all the three varieties of Joha rice grown extensively, however, the
cost incurred towards variable factors are not the same. From the analysis, it is
found that the variable cost incurred in the cultivation of Kola Joha and Mugi
Joha totals to Rs.8987 per acre respectively. However, due to increase in the seed
cost of Kon Joha, the variable cost per acre has increased to Rs. 9111.25 per acre
of production. Costs per kg were also computed for each individual variety of
Joha rice. It was found that cultivation of Kola Joha involved more cost to the
cultivators at Rs.13 per kg, whereas Kon Joha cost Rs 12.47 per kg and Mugi
Joha at Rs.9.31 per kg respectively.

Cultivation of Ranjit rice turned out to be cheaper in cost to the local
cultivators. It was found from the results that per acre production of this variety
cost Rs.11346.25 (Fixed cost-Rs.2419.25 and Variable cost-Rs.8927) which
approximately costs Rs.4.86 per kg to the local cultivators.

Costs per acre for Joha rice and Ranjit rice were computed and a
comparative analysis table was drawn to depict the cost differences between the
two varieties. From table 5, the following findings were made- Kola Joha, Mugi
Joba and Kon Joha with a yield capacity of 875kg, 1225kg and 925 kgs per acre
bears a total cost of Rs 11406.25, Rs.11406.25 and Rs.11530.50 respectively.
Ranjit Rice with a very high yield of 2332.50 kgs per acre bears a total cost of Rs
11346.25 to the cultivators. This variety with high yield and low cost as compared
to Joha rice attracts the local cultivators more and as such encourages production
at a larger scale. Moreover, it was observed during the survey that more area of
cultivated land were under Ranjit rice cultivation as it provided the cultivators
with higher amount of profits due to its low cost and high yield.

CONCLUSION :

The survey study on the cost comparative analysis of two varieties of rice

i.e. Ranjit rice and Joha rice provides arealistic idea on what it costs the cultivators

in producing both the varieties in Kakopathar block of Tinsukia District . Individual

cost analysis for each variety was carried out and thereby a comparative analysis

was made which revealed that producing an acre of Joha Rice costs more to the
cultivators than the other variety. Moreover, in terms of yield capacity, it is found
that Ranjit Rice has a high yield capacity of 2332.50 kgs per acre which is twice
of Joharice’s yielding capacity. It was observed that Ranjit rice is the most popular

sou m (4IE Khoj

variety cultivated by the sample farmers and every household bearing agricultural
land prefer to cultivate this variety for its very high yield. Being lack of finance
and deprived of financial support, an economical farmer is attracted more to that
variety that will incur him less cost of cultivation and bear more profits in return.
As such, though, Joha rice is very much in demand and fetches a high market
value it is still not much cultivated by the local farmers. However, this is in terms
of timely provision of cheaper production facilities, financial support and inputs
such as improved and certified seeds, organic fertilizers, agro-chemicals, and proper
market incentives by the appropriate authorities that will encourage farmers to
produce this aromatic rice in larger quantities along with the other rice varieties.
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 MODERNISATION AND
ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY

Rahul Kumar Das

ABSTRACT :

Modernization is a process by which modern scientific knowledoe is
introduced. in the society with the ultimate purpose of achieving a bett g y
more satisfactory life in the broadest sense of the term accepted by the er an
concerned. Modernization is critical in the sense that it require)sl notsoc:ety
relatively stable new structure in the society but it also expects that the only a
must acquire capability of adopting continuously changing °°nditiosometz
problems. Its success depends on the ability of the society to res 0?12 i;:
elements. But all societies do not respond modernization uniformlp Soci 7
and cultural changes in societies are dueto modern societies as ing{vi::;?
adopt the principles of modern world. Their priorities, loyaltie:s, occupati%ss
normative structure and religious affiliations change due to modemization’
With this research am attempt has been made to highlight the impact of
modernization in the field of technology, culture and ways of living of people.
For the purpose of study, only secondary data has been used.

INTRODUCTION :

Modernization is used to explain the process of modernization within
societies. Modernization refers to a model of progressive transition from a ‘pre
modern’ or ‘traditional’ to 2 ‘modern’ society. Modernization, in social scie oot
terminology, is the process by which a country moves from h;ving a traditi nce1s
agrarian, rural society to having a more secular, urbanized, industrialized s O'H? ,
When this happens, the country changes in many ways. It changes in termom;‘y'
values and beliefs, meving from traditional belief to more scientific secularbS (1)' ?S
It changes in its geography, when their populations become more and more Srll)earsl.
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It changes economically, moving from subsistence farming or something close to
it to an economy in which hardly anyone farms and the country makes its money
producing goods and services. There are at least two major and related causes of
modernization. One is the growth in science that comes along with the
enlightenment. The other is the growth in the available technology. When a country
is pre-modern, its people generally do not believe in science. They hold traditional
beliefs that typically hold that life is affected by supernatural forces. In the
Enlightenment, people came to believe that life is affected by forces that are
understandable via science. ' '

Modernization has its good and bad points. On the good side, modernization
improves our lives in many tangible ways. It is certainly saferto liveinaworldin .
which we have doctors who can cure infections and in which women are not very
likely to die in childbirth. It is more convenient to live in a world where we have
access to many material goods to make our lives more comfortable and more fun.
Modernization also helps people who are oppressed in traditional society.
Modernization allows women to have more opportunities. In these ways,
modernization seems like a very positive thing.

On the other hand, it is possible to argue that modernization has negative
effects. One negative effect is on our environment. Modernization brings
technology that consumes energy and leads to such things as air pollution and
climate change. Another negative effect is on our society. Modernization breaks
up the social ties that bound people together in traditional societies. It makes it so
that people no longer feel as connected to one another. This can lead to such
problems as crime and break-up of family group.

Literature Reviews

1. “world will look like in 2116” (2016) -Space scientist Maggie Aderin-
Pocock, who co authored the report said: “We are likely to see the
emergence of towering mega structures as well as sub-aquatic cities and
transportation via advanced flying drones- some of which could be strong
enough to transport entire houses on holiday. Drone technology has become
a favorite for governments and consumers alike in recent years, and it
sounds like they are only going to get bigger. So big in fact, that the report
suggests enormous drones will be strong enough to carry entire homes
around the world when the wealthy among us fancy a holiday. The rest of
us will have to settle for our own personal drone, which will replace cars
as the common mode of transport.

Khoj A (A m Yo




2. ‘Impact of Westernization on Indian culture” (Sulekho.com) - Indian
culture, which is one of the oldest & richest cultures, is now days posing
a serious threat as western culture is establishing its strong base in India
and slowly and gradually wiping the Indian culture. It had already made
‘its presence in Metro’s and now slowly heading towards other parts of
India

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY:

This research paper is completely a descriptive paper. Only secondary data
has been used to show the impact of modernization in our society. This paper is
generally prepared to show how our societies have moved from traditional
technology to modern technology and also to show the impact of modernization
or western culture in our society. To fulfill these objectives comparison has been
shown between traditional and modern way of living. This paper has also

highlighted the possible changes in technology which will make human life easier.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY :

1. To highlight the impact of Modern technology in our society.

2. To highlight the impact of modernization in our culture and day to day
life
IMPACT OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY IN OUR SOCIETY

To understand the impact of: modernization in a very clear way, the aspect
of technology has been classified in three categories:

a) Past aspect of technology

b) Present aspect of technology and

c) Future aspect of technology

Past and Present aspects of technology

Then

VS

Sent party invites through :

the mail anel no one Y invites 1 :
would st i Facebook e
e} showe up o BEOLE BEVE
ancl si1i) 16 Gines :

Sent Part

Showesdd up
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In earlier days people were generally using letters through post office to send
information. The process was taking minimum 2-3 days for to reach to the
receivers. This process was time consuming, costly and also people need to wait
long time to get the reply. But now the technology is so ddvanced that anyone can
send information to the particular person within a few second with the help of
internet. The most common way of sending information is e-mail, mobile calls,
watsapp etc. which takes less than a second to reach to the target person.

In earlier days the most advanced way of communication'was landline phone
through which people could communicate but this technology had only one feature
i.e. one could talk only. One disadvantage of this technology was that people
need to go the place of landline to use the service and they could not hold the
telephone anywhere. But now the technology is so advanced that one small smart
phone is providing multiple service and it can be hold anywhere. This small smart
phone is having the features like playing niusic, sending information, chatting,
internet facility. In simple word we can say that smart phone is a mini world
where we can search anything with the use of internet. .

During 90s the way of getting national and international news was only
through radio. During that era radio was the most common device to get news
and entertainment. But there was a fixed time to get information through different
programmer. But now a day, the way and timing of getting information, news,
music, entertainment etc. is totally different. Now anyone can get these kinds of
news and entertainment anywhere and anytime by using internet in computers,
tablets or smart phones. ;

Future aspects of Technology

To highlight the future aspect of technology the researcher has highlighted
the report prepared by Space scientist, Dr. Maggie Aderin-Pocock, who also co-
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authored the report for smart things, revealed “Our lives today are almost
unrecognizable from those a century ago, technology like Smart Things would
have been inconceivable, yet today developments like this let us monitor, control
and secure our living spaces with the touch of a smart phone. Over the next century
we will see further seismic shifts in the way we live and interact with our
surroundings.”

According to the report after 100 years technology will be so advanced that
it will create a new world under water also. There will be underwater homes and
underwater cities that can actually use the seawater to create a liveable environment
after 100 years. It will look like the picture given below.

Source: report “world will look like in 2116

Space scientist Maggie Aderin-Pocock, who co authored the report said:
“We are -likely to see the emergence of towering mega structures as well as sub-
aquatic cities and transportation via advanced flying drones- some of which could
be strong enough to transport entire houses on holiday. Drone technology has
become a favorite for governments and consumers alike in recent years, and it
sounds like they are only going to get bigger. So big in fact, that the report saggests
enormous drones will be strong enough to carry entire homes around the world
when the wealthy among us fancy a holiday. The rest of us will have to settle for
our own personal drone, which will replace cars as the common mode of transport.

b |

Source: report
“world will look
like in 21167
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The report-which basically extrapolates current forms of technology-also carves
out a large place for 3D printing technologies in the future, including for our
culinary needs. “we will be downloading dishes from famous chefs that we will
tailor to our personal needs. We will be able to 3D-print a banquet or a favourite
cake in minutes,” it says. That’s right, actually cooking fppd will be considered
retro.

The report was commissioned by Smart Things, a Californian-based tech
company owned by Samsung and also says the much anticipated colonization of
space will be well and truly underway by 2116.

Impact of Modernization on our culture & day to day life

Modernization has a great impact on our culture. If we look back and realize
the current situation then we will get that we are becoming more and more western.
We are adopting the western culture but not trying to promote our own culture.
Now days we can see that almost each and everyone wears western cloths.
Teenagers are adopting the western styles hairs, fashions and also using the western
language (English). Indian culture, which is one of the oldest & richest cultures,
is now days posing a serious threat as western culture is establishing its strong
base in India and slowly and gradually wiping the Indian culture. It had already
made its presence in Metro’s and now slowly heading towards other parts of
India. :

Westernization has greatly affected our traditions, customs, our family and
our respect and love for others. The concept to joint families is fastly decreasing
everyone wants to remain aloof from others. No body bothers about others and
only cares about himself which is totally contradictory to our Indian culture which
teaches to be a part of each other joys and sorrows to celebrate the moment together.
Slowly all our value for which India has the pride is vanishing & western culture
is taking its place. People are blindly following the western culture without
knowing its consequences
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Westernization has givenrise to single families. Marriages are fastly breaking
& our tolerance and patience has given the answer. The most affected are our new
blooms, which have sprouted they find themselves stressed and isolated in this
new atmosphere as there is no one o take care of them. They will not get the care
and love of their Grandparents ar they find themselves in crutches were some
others will take care of them. It is very unfortunate that the new sprouts remain
untouched and cut from our moral value and sanskaras. in today’s Scenario were
both husband and wife are working there is no one at home to look after them to
inherit these sanskaras in them as our elders who gives these sanskaras to their
grand children are not with them. To many cases it is not deliberate but in majority
of case the children prefers to remain away from their parents which is very
unfortunate.

Now a day we can see that teenagers are adopting western fashion and they
think that our own fashion is old and cheap. They like to wear western clothes.,
coloring hairs, adopting hair style, playing inside the room in computer or laptop,
spending time in watSapp, face book and other social networks.

G - A e BR

"Then Y Now
- According to a research, the average child spends just under five hours a

week playing outside. Less than half the 11 hours their parents’ generation en-
joyed. Experts believe the lack of outdoor activity is having a significant impact
on children's health, with exercise low in their priorities.
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We can also imagine the changes in apparels from traditional to modern.
Now a day’s teenagers are more interested to wear western dress instead of their

-own cultural dress. In simple word it can be said that we are adopting western

culture by forgetting our own culture. This also results in declining the Indian
traditional apparels industry and raising western apparels industry in India.

CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS:

Today’s people are more advanced as compared to past and it will go ahead
in future because technology is growing like anything. We are changing ourselves
day by day. We are becoming modern day by day. But one thing is there which we
can realize; our happiness is gradually decreasing day by day because we are not
getting time enough to spend with our family, relatives, friends which are a 'major
source of happiness. We are spending much time with moderrll teclnlologles by
forgetting our past lives which were giving more happiness in comparison to
today’s life. Technology helps us to do our tasks but it also makes us lazier. We
can also see that we are becoming more and more western by adopting western
way of living, wearing western dresses, changing our fashion etc. in simple word,
we are moving ahead with western culture and not with our own culture. If we
will go like this then one day will come when we will go to museum to see our
own culture. No doubt, with modern technology we should also try to develop
ourselves but we should never forget our own culture. We should try to go ahead
with our own culture and also try to promote our culture within and outside our
country.
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FOOD AND FEEDING HABITS OF Mystus
Vittatus (BLOCH) IN FRESHWATER HABITAT

Jyotima Phukon

ABSTRACT:

Mystus vittatus(Bloch)is a hardly popular food and ornamental fish
species in freshwater habitat. Food and feeding habit of any fish species is
really essential to get success in culture of that particular fish species. So, the-
present study has been performed to get information on the food and feeding
habit of Mystus vittatus. Gastro-Somatic Index, Relative Length of Gut, Gut
Fullness & Feeding Intensity and Gut Content Analysis have been performed
as parts of the study. Results of the study have revealed that it is a carnivorous
fish and zooplankton is the basic food group for this fish species; Mosquito
larvae has also been observed as the most preferable food class. During the
study, it has been observed that lowest feeding activity during intense breeding
season while highest feeding activity during pre spawning months.

Key words: Mystus vittatus, Food, Feeding Habit. )

INTRODUCTION:

Since the beginning o3f fishery biological studies, the nutrition of fishes
has been an important theme. Nutrition is one of many factors which regulate or
at least influence the occurrence, growth and migration of fishes and therefore

‘any information concerning the mechanism involved would aid in the development

of an optimal stock management programme. The study of food and feeding habits
of fishes are of a very complicated nature and needs much field and laboratory
work to accomplish. Also, direct observation on the feeding habits of a fish in its
natural habitat is virtually impossible and thus to ascertain the exact nature of a
fish food, the best way to examine its gut contents. Mystus vittatus is hardy species
lives in low oxygenated and eutrophicated ponds and pools. Mystus is commonly
known as Tengara or Singara in Assamese which is a freshwater popular food fish
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due to its good taste species, inhabits both flowing and standing waters. The species
is distributed in India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan (Talwar and Jhingran.
1991). It is a preferred food fish due to itsgood taste and it has made its entry in
ornamental fish markets and also has been reported to be exported from India
(Gupta and Banerjee, 2014). This fish species is a single spawner having a short
breeding period in monsoon.

The present study have been taken on food and feeding habits of a ornamental
cat fish, Mystus vittatus. Several aspects concerning the nutrition like nature and
intensity of feeding, gastro-somatic index, occurrence of food organisms collected
from ponds and pools have been recorded.

MATERIAL AND METHODS:

This study is based on the analysis of gut contents of 15 species per month
(5 c.m. to 17.50 c.m. in total body length) collected during August 2012 to J anuary,
2013.All the samples were collected during forenoon from 6 to 8a.m. It is therefore
presumed ‘that the food of all samples were subjected to the same amount of
digestion and that any diurnal rhythm in feeding was also avoided. The gut of
each fish is dissected out, kept in a petri dish and observed the condition of food
number of each food organism and stage of di gestion under a binocular microscope.,
The intensity of feeding was studied by determining the gastro-somatic
index (Gut weight expressed as percentage of body wei ght) using the method
suggested by Khan et al (1988). For the analysis of gut contents, methods like the
frequency of occurrence, numerical counts and volumetric method were applied
as summarized (Lagler, 1956) for quantitative analysis, the prey items were
identified and categorized according to their systematic status.
a) Frequency of occurrence: in this method the contents were analysed in al]
~ the stomachs and percentage number of fishes studied were calculated
The percentage values for each month were studied for each food item. -
b) Eye estimation method: Following above method the contents of each
sample is taken as unity and the various items are expressed as percentage
volume by eye estimation Inspection, £
RLG and GSI value has been measured following the formula (Al Hussainj 1949):
RLG=TLG/TL. GSI has been measured using (Total Weight of Gut (TWb d
Total Length of Gut (TLG) have been measured to the nearest of (.0] 21231
cm, respectively) following equation: GSI = TWG x L00/TBW Ol gand 0.1

RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

_ Analysis of gut content of fishes are the best ang most direct way of
investigating their food habits, The identification of food eaten by a partic):ﬂar
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species of fish in its proper habitats is the direct interlinks between the trophic
components in an ecosystem. In the present investigation the gut contents of Mystus
have been analysed. The different food items both quantitatively identified in the
alimentary canal of the species. It has recorded copepods (e.g. cyclops)

as the major food items. whereas insect larvae and insects formed the second
major food items of the species from highly polluted pools. It is observed that the
dominant in all the guts included mainly chironomid larvae and pupae (Diptera),
nymphs of Dragon flies, Larvae of Tubiform, Lepidoptera and Trichoptera. It is
found that the yearly percentage of food items of Mystus are 25% Copepods, 10%
Diptera, Insect larvae 10%, Fish scales 4%, Body parts of insects 18%, Nematoda
5%, sand and mud particles 10%, and unidentified semidigested particles 5%.

RLG value: RLG value has been observed to vary from 0.56 (length group 5-6
cm) to 0.9 (length group11-12 cm) with a mean value of 0.80 (Fig. 1).

Relative Length of Gut
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Fig. 1. Length group wise relative length of gut in Mystus vittatus

GSI value. The mean monthly value of GSI has been observed to become high
during March to May with the peak being in May. Then it started to decrease from
June onwards; reached the lowest value in August and then gradually started to
rise from September onwards to reach the peak again in the month of May (Fig.2).
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Monthly variation of GSI in Mystus vittatus

A onthly
variation of GSI

Gut content analysis. It has recorded copepods(e.g.cyclops)as the major food
items . whereas insect larvae and insects formed the second major food items of
the species from highly polluted pools. It is observed that the dominant in al] the
guts included mainly chironomid larvae and pupae (Diptera), nymphs of Dragon
flies, Larvae of Tubiform, Lepidoptera and Trichoptera. It is found that the yearly
percentage of food items of Mystus are 25% Copepods, 10% Diptera, Insect larvae
10%, Fish scales 4%, Body parts of insects 18%, Nematoda 5%, sand and mud
particles 10%, and unidentified semi digested particles 5%.

Gut fullness and feeding intensity :Gut fullness and feeding intensity has been
categorized into five classes namely: empty,1/4 full, 1/2 full, 3/4 full and full and
results of monthly analysis of gut fullness indices which have been determined
are23.5, 21.15, 20.81, 15.16 and 11.31% for full, 3/4 full,1/2 full, 1/4 full and
empty gut respectively.

Al_Hussaini (1947) earlier enlisted the RLG values for carnivorous (0.5-2.4)
omnivorous (1.3—4.3) and herbivorous (3.7-6.0) fishes. Das and Moitra (19635
later also mentioned that RLG value is generally low in carnivorous fish higher
in omnivorous fish and highest in herbivorous fish. Thus, observation c;n RLG
values in the present study is depicting carnivorous feeding habit of the species
The low values of GSI along with the declining trend from June to August are;
depicting the poor feeding activity for this fish species during this time period
which is in correspondence to their intense breeding periodicity (Gupta and

Banerjee, 2013). Similar kind of observation op | :

) ow GSI value d ;
season. So, this study has revealed that Mystus vittatusis ue during the breeding
is in correspondence to the feeding

gulio (Pantulu, 1961; Pandian,19

b acarnivorous fish which
; t?blt ot.' most species of Mystus like Mystus
6; Kaliyamurthy and Rao, 1972), Mystus
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cavasius(Rahman et al., 2004; Krishna Rao, 2007), Mystus nemurus(Khan et al.,
1988), etc.Zooplankton is the basic food group and insect larvae is the most
preferable food class for this fish species; earlier Chattopadhyay et al. (2014)
have documented high preference for zooplankton in Mystus vittatus. Feeding
activity of this fish species corresponds to its breeding periodicity (Gupta and
Banerjee, 2013); while lowest feeding activity is observable in the intense breeding
season (June to August), highest feeding activity is in correspondence to the
prespawning season (March to May).

CONCLUSION:
From the feeding nature of the species it is considered that this small sized

fish is mostly larvivorous. They prefer mainly mosquito larvae and that is why it
is more effective for controlling mosquito population to get rid of malaria, dangue
etc. ' :

The following measures for conservation of such type of larvivorous fish species
in environment are (Phukon, 2002): a) a total ban on fishing violating the breeding
season b) banning application of small meshed nets, various types of fish gears
and frequent mudding off the water bodies.c) preventing flow of pesticide laden
toxic water from nearby cultivated areas mix with natural drainage
system.d)Awareness program should be adopted to conserve these fishes.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES

Niaz Ali Shah

INTRODUCTION:

Programming language designs and Implementation method have evolved
since the earliest high-level languages appeared in the 1950s., it found that over
500 languages were being used on various defense projects.

DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY LANGUAGES:
First Generation programming language(1GL):

Earliest computer were programmed entirely in binary. It introduced in the
year 1940s. Instruction data entered directly binary and very difficult to edit/
debug. While the programs were small, all operation, data and memory had
to be managed by binary.

1.1 Second Generation programming language(2GL):

Assembly language were introduced to mitigate the error prone and excessively

difficult nature of binary programming. This language introduced 1950s.
Written by a programmer in a mnemonic which later compiled into binary
instruction. Almost every CPU architecture has a companion of assembly
language. Most commonly in use today RISC, CISC and x86 as that is what
our embedded system and desktop computer use.

1.2 Third Generation Programming Language (3GL):

The third-generation languages are the primary languages used in general
purpose programming today. However, they all share great enhancement in
logical structure over assembly language. This language introduced in the
year 1950s.It driven by desire for reduction in bugs, increases in code reuse
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and based on natural language and it often designed with structured

programming in mind. And the most modern general-purpose languages such
as C, C++, C#, Java, Basic, COBOL, ML and Lisp.

1.3 Fourth generation programming languages(4GL)

A fourth-generation language is designed with making problem in a specific
domain to simple to implement. The advantage of greatly reducing
development time cost. And at same time there is disadvantage of increasing
developer learning cost. This language introduced 1970s. It driven by the
need to enhance developer productivity and further from machine and also
closer to the domain. Some examples are SQL, SAS, R, MATLAB’s GUIDE,
ColdFusion, CSS etc.

1.4 Fifth Generation programming languages (SGL):

The 5GL Languages seem as constraint systems. The developer a set of logical

constraints, with no specific algorithm and the compiler builds the program
based on these-constraints. So, it is constraint-based instead of algorithmic
and it not in common use. Example are Prolog, Mercury etc,

2. Programming languages for numerical calculation:

At first, list out the attributes of a typical scientific and ep

are as follows:

2.1 Numerical computation as a matrix, numerica]
algebra, optimization, root finding etc. It sup
Numerical software tools C/C++, Python, Java e

2.2 Platform independent graphics such as
and 3D. Integration with graphic input / o
plotter etc. It supports Fortran family,
python, Java etc.

gineering application

algorithms, linear
ports Fortran family,
tc.

graph plotting, modeling 2D
utl?ut devices such as mouse,
Numerica] 3 software tools c/c++,

back ends for complex application, server (MySQL /PostgreSQL)

2.5 Learning curve the difficultly of master:
. ast .
associated develol?ment tools(IDEs) Leiﬁ?agxiz:};e Api';;grammmg languag®
2.6 Web deployment is new technology of weh a, ) ete. o
to IIS (Internet Information Services is aq e Pplications and Web site
by Microsoft for use with the ¢

Xtensible web server created
synchronizes IIS servers to family) servers, 1t efficiently
538 = C4fe

Version of IIS,

Windows NT
migrate to new
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2.7 Execution speed is multiple commands simultaneously in the pipeline
and hardware acceleration of various compute —intensive steps in the
flow. Execution speed for a typical 500 — instruction program is 1.

3. Top 20 Most Popular Programming Languages in 2017:

The software engineering craft has been steadily growing in popularity
for the past couple of decades. The innovations in technological startups and
companies depending on digital sales, along with groundbreaking research in Al
and the latest developments in Internet of things, are promising for technical
professionals considering long-term opportunities’in the software development
industry. ' ' . | -

As a sector, ICT is growing rapidly and creating about 120,000 new jobs
each year. But due to differences in demands and skills, and despite high un
employment-especially among the young-Europe could face a shortage of up
to 900,000 skilled ICT workers by 2020. :

New technologies and frameworks emerge on a daily basis, and software
programmers often feel threatened if they invest in a technology that could cease
to exist over the next years. Luckily, TIOBE has been maintaining a popularity
index of programming languages since 200}, monitoring multiple channels and
job boards for the latest trends in the programming industry. Here is the list of the
most popular programming languages in 2017 based on research data as of
February 2017: " S

Programming language popularity sincé June 2001

3.1 Scratch is free visual programming language and online community
used by millions of children around the world. With scratch, children
can create their own interactive stories, then share their creation with
one another. Scratch has just entered the top 20 charts after being used
mainly for educational purposes. It is a.free software programming
language created in MIT Media Labs and its repository now hosts over
20 million Scratch projects with an actively increasing number of new
users each month.

3.2 Objective - C ranked in top 3 back in March 2015. The programming
language designed for building OS X and iOS applications was the main
tool for mobile developers building applications for iPhone and iPad
devices. The Android market, however, has been expanding thanks to
the number of hardware manufacturers relying ‘on the open source
operating system. This has led to a steady decline in the demand for
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Objective-C developers, along with the inception of Swift —an alternative

‘development language for iOS that has made it to the chart.

PL/SQL is a procedural language built on top of SQL that provides the
ability for crafting more complex and powerful applications within an
Oracle database engine. Relational database management systems
(RDBMS) are the main storage facility for the majority of the software
and web applications, and Oracle is a leading vendor among Fortune
500 companies with $37.04 billion reported revenue for 2016.
MATLAB is among the top software environments for scientists and
engineers. While being a proprietary language developed by Math Works,
its uhderlying layer is a solid foundation for processing calculations and
computations on top of a matrix (the basic data element of MATLAB).
Visual Basic was designed by Microsoft in 1991 and officially declared
legacy in 2008, Despite its legacy status over the last 9 years, the multi-
‘purpose foundation and ease of use have emerged a number of corporate
application platforms with strong teams of VB developers. Being
introduced to the NET framework allowed first-generation developers
to leverage the power of the new platform, leveraging their expertise
without having to learn a new language from scratch.

R is another programming language incorporated with a software
environment used for statistical computing and graphics. It is capable of

‘eonducting numerical computations through additional packages. Being

open source (unlike MATLAB) has been beneficial to organizations that
specialize in research and development, or are cautious about intellectya]
property and data governance.

Go- is a programming language developed by Google in 2007. Go is
designed for building simple, fast, and reliable applications; receives 5
good amount of support from its parent company (being incorporated in
several Google projects), and gathers a large community of contributors
thanks to its open source nature.

The assembly language is a low-level programming language often
used as an intermediary layer between popular higher-leve] language
and machine code. The high demand for Assembly developers cog >
from its performance benefits, the ability to program a wide a mes
devices with direct registry access, and the unique flexibility f, nee of
hardware manipulations. ty for direct
The Swift is the successor of Objective-

C has rea .
popularity which could continue over th ched 2 peak in

€ coming mopthg, Swift is
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suitable for building applications for iOS, macOS, watchOS and
tvOS. In terms of adoption, it is more syntax-friendly and flexible
than Objective-C, and designed with medern devices in mind (such
as smart watches and smart TVs).

The Ruby programming language was in top 10 back in May 2016 and
is still a preferred tool of choice for many startups. The Ruby on Rails
framework is notorious with bleeding edge innovations for web
applications, though the rise of Node.js was a reason for the disperse of
new generation developers among competitive communities.

Perl has initially appeared back in 1987 and served as a solid foundation

for legacy web systems and UNIX-based operating systems. Its usability

in modern days is questioned by developers, yet new versions are actively

released in 2017. Professional security and networking experts rely on it

for fast prototyping. Programmers and data scientists often use it for

data mining, statistical analysis, or script automation.

Delphi/Object Pascal Delphi is the successor of Turbo Pascal — the

~ software development system used with the Pascal programming

3.13
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language. Pascal was largely intended to be used in a training environment
for teaching best programming practices to beginner engineers. Its
adoption in schools and universities, along with its flexibility for Delphi-
based applications, has led to a massive volume of enterprise and software

-applications that are still supported and extended. Delphi’s popularity

declined to number 20 just a couple years ago and is back to number 9 in
February 2017.

Visual Basic .NET is a new programming language running on top
of the. NET framework designed by Microsoft. The original
expectation was that legacy Visual Basic application can be easily
ported to Visual Basic .NET - taking advantage of the new runtime
—which hasn’t been possible in most cases. The wordplay welcomed
a large community of old-school programmers who transitioned to
the new environment, reducing the learning curve as compared to
studying a new language from scratch.

JavaScript is one of the most widespread programming languages
nowadays. Initially designed for the web, it is the foundation of server-
side environments such as Node.js, dozens of frameworks for mobile
applications, and even desktop software. JavaScript appeared first in
Netscape Navigator in 1995, laying the foundations of dynamic web
pages in the modern web.

T . da



3.15 PHP is currently used by 82.5% of websites. It seamless integration with

MySql and RBDMS. and stater application have led massive demand
PHP web developers across the world. PHP was the third most popular
language in March 2010 after receiving the “Language of the year “award
by TIOBE in 2004.

3.16 Python is a general-purpose programming language with countless

3.17

3.18

3.19
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applications in various scenarios. It is a versatile embedded scripting
language, a solid foundation of many web frameworks, a preferred choice
for automating tasks (including in 3D software applications),
programming desktop tools, and performing data science and
computation activities. Python’s flexibility makes it possible to build
applications for various operating systems, including Android.

C# is the leading programming language featured by Microsoft as a
flagman for .NET applications. It is wide used as a main tool for
Microsoft-driven tools, desktop applications, and components of the
Windows operating system. While the framework had been initially
closed to external contributors, Microsoft announced that they will open
source .NET core back in November 2014, which has been welcomed
by the rest of the open source community that is now adopting it for
different purposes.

C-++ has been fluctuating between the third and the fifth place for m ost
popular programming languages for over a decade. Itis a foundation for
several programming languages, the main programming choice for many
of the most used desktop applications; a go-to choose for device drivers
game engines, audio/image processing tools, embedded software ané
more. Windows is largely written in C++, and desktop environments
like KDE for Linux are programmed in C++ as wel]],
The C programming language has been ranked ag
language in the world in March 2015. The applications
on C are almost endless, and it has always been op
popular languages.

C is the predecessor of C++ and is a simplified . )
This allows for running it on top of a lagger se?;g tess functional version.

. e hardwar . .

limited memory — such as embedded hardware deviigsvlces W1Fh

performance-critical scenarios when Operating with mq Ssiv‘ ?ncll:f_ in
¢ traffic,

volumes of data, or processing audio and video

. ; ) stre
the Linux operating system is written in C, which i l':lsnelcsl.fThe Kernel of
of most popular OS. or the kernels

the most popular
and dependability
€ of the two most
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3.20 Java has been the main rival of C in terms of popularity, sharing the first .

couple of spots. It won the “Programming language of 2015” award,
and, according to Oracle, is actively used by 9 million developers. Java’s
popularity is a combination of several key features — being a multi-purpose
open source platform that claims to run everywhere, the leading
programming language behind the Android mobile operating system, a
powerful language for the web empowering sites like LinkedIn. Java is
currently maintained by Oracle and used for all sorts of applications,
with'a large and active community. = ‘ I

CONCLUSION: -

There are hundreds of programming languages in use teday. How can you

know which one to learn first? How do you know which ones are the best for your
IT field of choice? Learning a programming language is not easy, but it can be -
very rewarding. You will have a lot of questions at first. Just remember to get help
when you need it! You can find out the answer to almost everything on Google
nowadays.... 5o, there is no excuse for failure. Also remember that it takes years
to become an expert programrner. Don’t expect to get goed overnight. Just keep
learning something new every day and eventually you will bé competent enough
to get the job done;) I have added some general reviews and comments about
each language. '
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PHYTOCHEMICALANALYSIS OF
ETHANOLIC EXTRACT OF LEAVES OF
Chromolaena odorata (L.) King and Robinson
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&
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ABSTRACT: '

The main objective of the study is to do the preliminary phytochemical
screening of Ethanolic Extract of leaves of Chromolaena odourata L. About
60 gm of air dried powdered material of leaves was extracted with 90% .ethanol
in a soxhlet extractor for 24 hours. After that the extract was taken in a beaker

.and kept on hot plate and heated at (30-40°C) till all the solvent got evaporated
The preliminary phytochemical screenings of Chromolaena odourata L., were:
performed using generally accipted laboratory technique for qualitative
determinations and the screening shows the presence of Phenol and tannins
flavonoids, saponins, glycosides, fatty acids and ‘oil. ‘ ’
Key words: Chromolaena odourata L, Ethanolic extract, Phytochemical

INTRODUCTION:
-Chromolaena odorata (L) King and Robinson commo
. . . . ! nl kno i

we.ed,. isa fast-gromg perennial and invasive weed native to S);)uth xda(sl Sltan;

America. It has been introduced into the tropical regions of Asia, A frica andenthra

parts of the v.vorld. It is an aggressive competitor that occupies zlifferent t s of

lands where it forms dense strands that prevents the establishment of othe};'pfis) .
ra.

(K.Harini e al 2014.) It belongs to Asteraceae family h .
traditionally for various health ailments. ¥ have been widely employed

- Chromolaena odorata (L) is commonly known as ¢
and used a$ a traditional medicine. The young leaves
paste is applied as antiseptic to cuts and wounds,

9o m (4%

‘germany bon” in Assam
are crushed, and the leaf
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C. odorata (L) has the reputation of using as a medicinal herb for a variety -
of ailments including malaria, fever, and the aqueous leaf extract of the plant is
used as antiseptic. The fresh leaves and extract of C. odorata (L). are used in
traditional herbal treatment in developing countries for burns, soft tissue wounds
and skin infections. In folk medicine, a decoction of the leaf is used as a cough
remedy. (Bhargava D et al.,2013). These plants can reduce yields of cultivated
plant and a!so functions as organic fertilizers, bio-pesticides, and herbicides. (Siti
Rofida & Nurwahdaniati,2015). A

Chromolaena odourata L possess anticancer, antidiabetic, anti-hepatotoxic,
anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and antioxidant properties. Its phytochemical
components are alkaloids, flavonoids, flavonoid, essential oils, phenolics, saponins,
tannins, and terpenoids. (Anushika Sirinthipaporn ef a/ 2017) ,

Plants are used as a source of medicine since the ancient times. Plants
posses both primary and secondary metabolites which provide as a source of
medicine since ancient times. The kingdom played an important role in the
treatment of diseases and provide an important source of all the pharmaceutical
in the world. Co

The medicinal values of plants lie in their component phytochemicals such
as alkaloids, tannins, flavonoids and other phenolic compounds, which produce a -
definite physiological action on the human body (Hill, 1952).

A systematic search for useful bioactivities from medicinal plants is now.
considered to be a rational approach in nutraceutical and drug research.
MATERIALS AND METHODS: : -
Collection.of medicinal plants. S :

The medicinal plant Chromolaena odorata L have been used in the present
study was collected from rural region of Barboruah, district Dibrugarh (Assam)
in the year 2017. o : :

Processing of the medicinal plants . ‘ :

The extracts for the study is prepared from the whole plant or parts of the
plant. The collected plant was washed with water to remove the soil and dust
particles. Then they were dried into thoroughly shaded place, and blend to form a -
fine powder and store in air tight containers. ‘ ,
Preparation of the plant extract —_—

Crude plant extract was prepared by soxhlet extraction method. About 60gm
of dried finely powdered plant material was uniformly packed into a thimble and
extracted with ethanolic solvent using soxlet apparatus. The process of extraction
continues for 24 hours or till the solvent in siphon tube of an extractor become
colorless. After that the extract was taken in a beaker and kept on hot plate and
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heated at 30-40°C till all the solvent got evaporated. Dried extract was kept in
refrigerator at 4°C for their future use in phytochemical analysis. (Yadav and
Munin, 2011) c I - :

Test for proteins

Millon’s test - - L : . : : .

Crude extract when mixed with 2ml of Millon’s reagent, white precipitate
appeared which turned red upon gentle heating that confirmed the presence of
protein. : .
Ninhydrin test :

Crude extract when boiled with 2ml of 0.2% solution of Ninhydrin, violet
colour appeared suggesting the presence of amino acids and proteins.

Test for carbohydrates '
Fehling’s test S -

Equal volume of Fehling A and Fehling B reagents were mixed together
and 2ml of it was added to crude extract and gently boiled. A brick red precipitate
appeared at the bottom of the test tube indicated the presence of reducing sugars
Benedict’s test )

" - ‘Crude extract when mixed with 2ml of Benedict’s reagent and boiled, a
- reddish brown' precipitate formed which indicated the presence of tile
carbohydrates. g ' ‘
Molisch’s test
Crude extract was mixed with 2ml of Molisch’s reagent and the mixture
was shaken properly. After that, 2ml of concentratedH2S04 was poured carefull
along the side of the test tube. Appearance of a violet ring at the interphase indicatez
the presence of carbohydrate. ‘
Iodine test S - :
Crude extract was mixed with 2ml of iodine solution,
coloration indicated the presence of the carbohydrate:
Test for phenols and tannins
Crude extract was mixed with 2ml of 2% solutio
or black coloration indicated the presence of ph, .
Test for flavenoids d : phenols and tannins,
Shinoda test

Crude extract was mixed with few fragménts of m |
of ; .
concentrated HC] was added drop wise. Pink scarlet colI:;.gn esium ribbon and
minutes which indicated the presence of flavonoids, appeared after few
Alkaline reagent test :

Crude extract was mixed with 2mi of 2%, solution of NaOK An intense
. An inten
SOR m (AT —

Adark blue or purple

Khoj

nofFeCl3. A blue-green: |

yellow colour was formed which turned colourless on addition of few drops of
diluted acid which indicated the presence of flavonoids.
Test for saponins
Crude extract was mixed with 5Sml of distilled water in a test tube and it
was shaken vigorously. The formation of stable foam was taken as an indication
for the presence of saponins.
Test for glycosides
Liebermann’s test . ]
Crude extract was mixed with each of 2ml of chloroform and 2ml of
acetic acid. The mixture was cooled in ice. Carefully concentrated H2SO4 was
added. A colour change from violet to blue to ‘green indicated the presence of
steroidal nucleus, i.e., glycone portion of glycoside.".
Keller-kilani test A
Crude extract was mixed with 2ml of glacial acetic acid containing 1-2
drops of 2% solution of FeCl3. The mixture was then poured into another test
tube containing 2ml of concentrated H2SO4. A brown ring at the interphase
indicated the presence of cardiac glycosides. :
Test for Phytosterols

Salkowski’s test
To 0.5ml chloroform extract in a test tube 1ml of concentrated H2SO4

was added from the side of the test tube. Appearance of reddish brown colour in
the chloroform layer indicates the presence of phytosterol
Test for alkaloids -

Crude extract was mixed with 2ml of 1% HCl and heated gently. Mayer’s
And Wagner’s reagents were then added to the mixture. Turbidity of the resulting
precipitate was taken as evidence -
for the presence of alkaloids.
FIXED OILS AND FATTY ACID

Spot test
Prepared spot on the filter paper with the test solution and oil staining on

the filter paper indicated the presence of fixed oil & fats.
RESULTS: '

The phytochemical screening in the present study, has revealed the presence
of flavonoids, phenolics, tannins, steroids; saponins ,cardiac glycosides and fatty
acid and oil. Phenolics, flavanoid and cardiac glycosides detected in the extracts
are compounds that have been documented to possess medicinal properties and
health-promoting effects (Salah ef al., 1995; Del-Rio et al., 1997; Okwu, 2004;

Liu, 2004).
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- The flavonioids and phenolic compounds in plant have been reported to
exert multiple biological effects including antioxidant, free radical scavenging
abilities, antiinflammatory, anti carcinogenic etc. (Lalitha ef al., 2012). Saponins
have hypoternsive andicardiodepressant properties (Olaleye 2007). Glycosides are
naturally cardicactive drugs C used

in the treatment of congestive heart failure and cardiac arrhythmia (Brian et

al.,1985)

Table 2: Preliminary phytochemical screening of different solvent extracts

Phytochemicals ~ Test Ethanol
Alkaloids ) Wagners test -
Flavanoids Shinoda +
Lead acetate
Phenolics & Ferric +
tannins -1 chloride
Lead acetate
Sodium
hydroxide
Phytosterols Salkowski’s test +
Saponins Honey comb I
o . Foam test
Cardiac ' Glycoside +
| Glycosides - test
| Protein Biuret test -
_ Ninhydrin test
Carbohydrate Fehlings test R
] Benedicts test
Fixed oils and fatty acids | Spot test +

CONCLUSION:

The presence of phytoconstituénts make the

. ) 1 .
different ailments and have a potential of providin plant useful for treating

; g useful d
the present study, we have found that most of the biolo gically ;cut%\s/eo ;ﬁ;?:}?eﬁfcalf;

were present in the ethanolic extracts of leaves of Chromolaena odarata. Since

the ethanolic extract contains more constituents j
. . . ntS lt can be s .
for further investigation. considered beneficial

S98 m (JIT
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TRADITIONAL BELIEF AND PRACTICES OF
THE DEORIS OF DIBRUGARH |

Promanita Bora

ABSTRACT:

Belief is the state of mind in which a
something to be the case with or without ¢
prove that something is the case with fact

Person or group or society thinks
here being empirical evidence to
ua}I certainty. When the belief and
‘Or society from generation to generation

h 1 ) - Thus traditio i i
are.hlghly dlyerse and }ncluge various ethnic, cultur;a]als)e\i::ﬁand pr]a_ct‘lces
beliefs. Keeping these v1ev.vs Inmind, in the present paper as religious
made to tra.lce out.the various traditional beljef and Pr an attempt has bee.n
(Tengapania Deories) of Dibrugarh District practices of the Deoris
Key x.vords: Belief, Empirical, Factya] certainty, Practj . .
Deoris. » Fractices, Tradition, Ethnic,

INTRODUCTION:

res .
to trace some aspects of religious beliefs a;:ilt Writing, an attempt has been made
Deori) people in Dibrugarh district, practices of the Deori (Tengaponiya

THE PEOPLE:

The Deoris are a branch of the

The Deoris are one of the four divisiChunyas which

belong to th
ons . e Bodo race.
of the Chutiyas who reigned Eastern

ar book: 2004, pp292). Deori
\ .
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people are the original people of Kundil which was in Sadiya. In early times they
lived on the banks of river Kundil in Sadia during the Ahom regine. Later they
migrated to Lakhimpur and Dhemaji due to flood and such other calamities. With
the passage of time the Deories generally scattered into the different places of
Assam. The literal meaning of the Deories, as in their language is a person who
knows god and worship in a perfect manner.

They are bilingual and speak both Assamese and Deori language. They
offer sacrifices to the following Goddess: 1.Kndi Mama 2.Kosaikhati 3.Bolia-
Baba. Deories belonging to the Tengaponia sub-clan do not take mutton or flesh
of the goat as it is forbidden according to a legend of the clan .They prefer rice
beer to water evenwhile quenching thirst.

Ggenerally, the Deories like to live on river banks. The houses are constructed
on a bamboo platform raised about five feet above the ground, and they face east
to west direction, with the doors opening to the east. Agriculture is the main
source of income of the Deoris. They have traditional community weaving centres.
Today Deori people are spread over many places and are mostly in the district of
Dibrugarh,Dhemaji,Lakhimpur and Sibsagar.

The Deoris attach much importance and mystery to their religion. They are
widely known to be priestly class of Ahom, Chutia and Kacharies. Their priests
are Bor Deori,Soru Deori,Bor-Bhaorali and Soru Bhorali only.The term Deori
appears to be a later coinage derived from Deva which means A God. Deoris have
Deodhani who predicts about the prosperity or malady of-the villages through the
oracle. (ibid: 293). : T .

The Deori people are divided into four clans, namely Dibongia, Borgoiya,
Tengaponia and Patorgoya. '

OBJECTIVES:
1. To trace out their cultural and religious beliefs,
2. Whether these are still practicing or not?
3. Role of diviners.

MATERIAL AND METHODS: .

To fulfill the above objectives a field study is carried out in the year 2014.The
data are collected from the Madhupur village of dibrugarh ,which is almost 29km
from dibrugarh town.Observation, interview methods are applied for collecting
datas.As the village itselfis a typical representation of Tengaponiya Deorie so ,in
this paper instead of the name Mdhupur I have mentioned it as Tengaponiya Deories
of Dibrugarh.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION:

(A)RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES
In Dibrugarh district the Tengaponiya Deoris are found aboundantly. The
Tengaponiya Deori of Dibrugarh has their own traditional belief and practices.
They believe in a large number of benevolent and malevolent deities. Besides
there are some local deities and they try to propitiate them with sacrifices for
well-being of an individual, members of the family, clan, village, domesticated
birds and alsq for bumpe.r Crops. A.mong the benevolent spirits the a’ncestral means
gzg ;lh; .most important in the socio-ritual life of the Tengapaniyas of Dibrugarh
) They belief that the Lord Siva is their supreme God. The popular name of
that supreme God prevalent among them is Bolia Baba, At the salzne time they
have also practice of worshipping the mother Goddesses. They call mother Goddess

.as Harahati or Hapusimia. Balia Baba and the .
them for the overall welfare of the famil rrother Goddess are worshiped by

. . ) Y and community as a whole. In fact
through v.vorsth of Bolia Baba and the mother Goddesses they pray for blessings
from their departed ancestors. This we Y pray &

Ifare i .
diseases and epidemics, welfare of dop ¢ Includes their health recovery of

mestic ani
calamities, drought, flood, and earthquake ang ::;I:als, bumper crops, natural

. Among the Deoris of Djbrugarh district

in connection with child birth has been obs
In case of prospective mother does

give a still birth, the women visit either Sj :

of Dhokuakhana to pray for a birth. atemple OfSIbsagar or Basudev Than
Such women also have the practice of v

most of such cases the diviner advice tq

Several beliefs, practices and rituals
erved.

1sm'ng the diviner for his advice. In

of fowl is also prevalent in some cas
Gatidangari? Whif:h means the Lord Krishna i, Deori

If a miscarriage occurs they worship a rj tori language.
god or goddess. They perform the

sobr m (2T -
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on food items for an expecting mother. However, garlic, pineapple and starch
fruit are avoided. The commonly held belief is that they are highly acidic (suka),
thereby bathing to miscarriages. Another beliefis that a woman should be allowed
to consume or eat whatever she wants to, with the belief that otherwise the to-be-
born child will have overflowing saliva. Even the urge to eat broken pieces of
pottery as well as broken pieces of mud and cow dung plaster are indulged. A
pregnant woman is however not allowed to river or jungles. During this period of
confinement the husband also abstains from taking the life of animals and birds.

The concept of sex determination too prevails among them. Dreams are an
important way of sex determination before birth. When an expecting mother
dreams of a baby boy or girl, it is believed that the foetus will turn out to be one.
Another belief is that when a pregnant woman gains weight exceptionally, then
the foetus is female, otherwise it is a male.

When a baby is born, it is attended by the older woman of the family or
village. One of them cuts the umbilical cord with a new blade about 3 from the
navel. The detached umbilical cord is wrapped in an old piece of cloth and softly
buried in the backyard. If is it thrown carelessly, it is believed the baby will be
frightened at every pretext. :

Till the time when the cord-stump falls off, the parents are said to be in a
period of pollution and are socially seeluded. They are not to enter the kitchen
and the puja than. As soon as the navel cord falls off, the Audi ritual is performed.
Here, 5 to 7 elderly married woman are invited called gopini. They are given a
feast comprising of one cock, one jar of rice- beer, leafy vegetables and fish. The
fish is carefully prepared along with a leafy vegetable, kochu sak. The gopinis
first offer symbolically one portion of the cooked food to the baby and give one
or two drops of rice-beer and kochu curry. Then the gopinis bless the child and
mother, give a name to the new-born and form that day onward the pollution
period comes to an end; and the baby is socially accepted.

(C) BELIEFS AND PRACTICES RELATED TO DEATH: |
When a man dies in a certain family village people assemble in the family
and arrange for funeral and cremation. The dead in bathed with the paste of back
gram and turmeric. After the cremation the villagers after taking necessary bath
they again come back to the concern family and make them free from unholiness
on the very day. The bereaved family perform their religious rites later on acéofding
to their convenient date and time. The Deories of Dibrugarh district practise two
ways of disposal of the bodies. Generally bodies of old man and woman are cremated
in their permanent cremation ground. Traditionally they have the practice Ofpreparing
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7 layers of fire wood in pyre for male member and 5 layers of firewood in pyre for
the female member. But in case of death of a priest the layers will be 9 in pyre.

The second way of disposal of body is burial. In case of child death, death
of lady at the time of pregnancy, death due to epidermic and death occurred due to
accident (unnatural death), the bodies are buried.

When the news of death of a person come to the knowledge of the villagers,
all the kin members and villagers will gather in the deceased’s house. The villagers
will offer one jar of rice beer to the members of deceased family. The deceased
family members will then return it to the villagers and ask them for help in this
situation.

The dead body will remain inside the house and the elderly persons will
bath the dead body with water and put new cloths to the body. The villager will
prepare one ‘Changi’ and place the dead body in it. When the along with deceased ’s
family members and kins will carry the body to the nearest cremation ground.
Already some of the villagers will construct the pyre there. If the deceased isa
male the pyre will be of 7 layers of firewood and if lady, the pyre will be of 5
layers. Every family will contribute firewood for the constrction of pyre. The
ladies may also go to the cremation ground.

After the cremation is over the villagers will take bath in river, the villagers along
with deceased’s family member will return to deceased house. In front of the gate
the priest (a person of their own community) will purify all of them by sprinking
water with ‘Tulsi-pat’. Then the villagers and family members are allowed tq
enter the house.

Generally, up to 4 days the deceased’s family and their kin will observe 3
taboo.The granaries of kin will not be opened in these four days. They also abstain
themselves from performing any rituals for those days.

But now-a-days as they are busy in different works for thejr day to day
life, they are unable to abstain from their duties and they prefer to cut the time
from 4 day to 1 (one)day only. Therefore, the priest at the time of purifying them
by sprinking Tulsi-water, give them another pot (called Bati) full of Mustered o]
Dubari ban and silver. Everybody of the deceased’s family and the kins also k h
their left little finger into the content of the pot and they are purified, Th fi‘; eep
or ritual is known as ‘Tilonee’ amongst them. - 1S lunction

Regarding the Sradha ceremony of the de .
time. If their economic condition ﬁerm?ts, it may ;Za(s);getrl:’?é l;af:';*tl Paz'ltlcular
death. But the economic condition does not permit it may be observed en th?ys of

or even after one year also. This ritual is termed as ‘Dahg’ by the vi ll;;l; " none

s8o m (Al
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The ‘Daha’ ritual is very much expensive. The deceased’s family collect
pig, chicken, fish, rice-beer, rice and vegetable and invited the villagers as well as
kin members. All the materials are handed over to the villagers and some selected
villagers will prepare a feast and will serve the villager and other members. But
before that the family members will take a little quantity of every item to offer to
the deceased. The elder son the deceased will offer these items at one corner of
his boundary facing towards east in a neat and clean place. This place is they
termed as ‘Khola’

(D) BELIEFS AND PRACTICES RELATED TO BIHU FESTIVAL AND
AGRICULTURE: ' . . ,

Usually worship of Bolia Baba and the Goddess mother are.performed at
the time of Bohag Bihu, Magh Bihu (just before celebrating the Bihu festivals).
Besides, in the month of Swawan (july& august) they worship Bolia Baba and
the mother Goddess. This puja is primarily related to the agriculture, particularly
to the bumper crop of Ahu paddy. All their worships are performed collectively
by the villagers in public place which they called ‘’Thann (prayer house). They
celebrate the puja, on the first Wednesday of Bihu months and Swawan month.
This is performed in an altar of the Thann by a main priest assisted by two others.
The Tengapaniyas have seven (7) exogamous clans namely Masiotika,
Bikoraniatika, Khutiotika, Chaku sarutika, Phagimegaratika, Fapariatika and
Senaboriatika. The main priest hail from Phagiomegarotika and Khutiotika.The
main priest is known as Bor-Bhorali. The other two associates of the Bor-Bhorali
may hail from other five clan. The associates are known as Saru-Bhorali. The
villagers voluntarily master-strong to participate in that worship. The Bor-Bhorali

~ offers a plate of soak grams, mugu-dal and other fruits like banaria, coéon_ui and

rice powder and fried rice etc. offering of rice-beer is compulsory for any kind of
rituals and rites. Besides, in the worship they sacrifice domestic animals like
poultry, dig and goat. =~ .,

The worship of Bolia-Baba and the Goddess Aii performed in the Magh
bihu is related to the harvesting of Sali crop and that sawan month is to the Ahu
crop. Therefore, in these two celebrations they enjoy the harvesting celebration,
feasting with meat of the sacrificed animals. ‘

(E) OTHER RELATED BELIEF ANB PRACTICES:
Besides the above mentioned traditional beliefs and practices they also have

several other beliefs and practices... .
GEVI PUJA: In addition to the common puja as mentioned above Deori

ily puja which they call Devi puja. This is observed by every
T m 58

people observe a fam
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family once in a year during the month of Kati & Aghun (November-December).
The date is fixed at their own convenience. In fact in this puja they worship Devi
Harahati or Subhasini main for the well being of the homestead. This puja is
performed by the male head of the family. The absences of male person in the
family, a kin man perform the puja. The deoris are pile-dwellers and they perform
this puja in the main hall of the house. In that hall they decorate a place and
prepared-on altar for puja. A harbel creeper popularly known as’ Tanglati’ is hanged
near-on altar. The other offerings consist of a bowl of rice-beer, a few pairs of
betel-nut and betel-leaf with a symbolic amount of money i.e.coins.An earthen
pot (kalachi) filled with water is kept beside the altar. A platter is also offered
where a silver flower and ornament like earrings are kept. Three earthen lamps
are arranged facing the eastern side. They also offer a full bunch of banana near
the main post of the hall;They also offer raw rice powder (Pithaguri) and fried
rice powder, akhoi and salt. A duck fowl along with stand or madana are kept
“ other for sacrificing the poultry. Generally a piece of banana plant or a white
gourd is used for madana. To perform the puja the male head of the family act as
a priest. He spells some hymns in Deori language in the name of Harahati maii or
Subhasini maii. In this respect he is helped by another man. The duck is sacrificed
and the fusing blood of the sacrificed fowl is then poured on the rice powder as
mentioned above. Then this rice powder and sacrificed animal are passed to the
kitchen for cooking. The invited elderly devotees and the family members take
the cooked things as Prasad. -

Among the Deoris there are diviners. The people whenever faced some
crisis such as illness of somebody in the family, lost of cattle etc. they used to go
to diviner (Mangalati). They carry out the suggestion of the diviner. The common
suggestion includes donation of some pretty things, to provide meal to poor chop
and so on. : -

_“Deodhani’ is another kind of belief among the Deories. At the time of
Bolia-Baba and the mother Goddess puja somebody might show some peculiar
‘ ?ehaViour like trembling and raving, and people belief that the Lord Siva enters
Into that person concerned. Of course, the person may be of either sex. At that
moment he or she uses to dance for some time when he get relief of such deodhani,
he or she lives normal life.
perfo r‘:: the time of common iliness l.i!(e ch.icken pox, measles, mumps they
womenfoﬁ:?a for mother Goddess Aii. This puja is performed by elderly
. Pre rIf)ropmatory hymn in their Deori language.

g marriage when the villagers faced draught during cultivating season

the villa; :
8ers perform frog marriage. Here they pronounce the artificial voice of
83 W (Wi Khoj

frog or load. In doing so they believe that drought will come to end and the showers
will come. To do away with the pretty evils the shepherds are entertained with
some fruit and light refreshment.

CONCLUSION:

What have been discussed above are the Traditional beliefs and practices
that have been found amongst the Deori people of Dibrugarh district. The present
study also reveals that among the Tengapania Deoris there is belief of multiple of
Gods and Goddesses which are worship in different occasions in different ways
and in different places All these beliefs and practices are still prevailing
Nevertheless in the modern age it is seen that the Deori people of Diburgarh by
and by have come to the main ethos of greater Assamese nationality. As a result of
which the influence of Vaishnavism have distinctly fallen upon the people.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
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THE SINGPHOS—A STUDY OF THEIR
FERTILITY BEHAVIOUR

Nabanita Dutta

ABSTRACT:

Fertility is of great importance in population studies.It is the fertility
on which human survival depends.Though fertility is a biologjcal process, it
depends largely on the socio economic conditions of a population. The prese,nt

paper is making an attempt to study the fertility behavior of the S i
Studies have showed that age at marriage of Singpho wives issal:oglfnh; ]t':;b’]e“-

which is lower than the statutory minimum ;

females.There are numbers of?actors that Z%f?eiftsmt?]:l?f;.?.t 18byeaf§ for the
population.This paper is presenting the singnificance of tlity el1z?vnor ofa
of education as \fvell as income level op fertility b de 'fat mamage,level
womeq.The papf:r isalso investigating the knowled ey . € ,aVlor of Smgp.ho
of family planning measures among them, 8¢ ofattitude to and practice

measures,Singpho women

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT:
The North Eastern region of India ;
. 12 18 best kp, TR e
t hy, cultural : own f turesqu
opography, cu heritage,ethnic beauty anq rich naturalozei, fu E;z;lt iscih .

population of them is also inhabiteq in Sibg achal Pradesh. However,a smat’
88 m (A% sagar,Jorhat,Golaghat and Kard!
T ___ Kho

Anglong district of Assam. This ethnic group is known for their fierce
independence,disciplind fighting skill,craftsmanship,herbal healing and jungal
survival skill.Singphos are divided into a number of clans, each headed by a
chief.Their principal clans are Tesan, Mirip, Lophae, Lutong and
Mayrung.Singphos are Buddhist by religion and they speak their own dialect
with 50% lexical similarities with the Jingpho of Mynmmar.Although in the
past,Singphos rely on hunting and fishing to earn their livelihood,but at present
the economy of this tribe is an agrarian one and most of them are more or less

" self sufficient in grains. Introduction of Singphos can not be completed without

the mention of tea. They were well known to tea long before it was discovered by
Robert Alexander Bruce,Retd. Major of Marhatta regiment of East India
Company.Singphos traditionally cultivate tea and theirtea drink is popularly known
as Phallap

PROBLEM BACKGROUND .

For centuries, the tribal groups have remained outside the realm of the
general development process due to theirhabitation in forests and hilly tracts. After
independence, Government of India has scheduled the tribal groups in the
Constitution and provided special provisions for their welfare and development
as in the case of SCs. There are about 654 ST communitiés across the States in
India and 75 of the STs are most backward and are termed as Primitive Tribal
Groups. The review reports of the various committees, working groups and research
reports on the status of socio-economic variables ofliteracy, enrolment, educational
status, health indicators, per capita income, employment opportunities, access to
basic amenities like drinking water, housing,drainage facility, electricity etc. and
their assets were found to have wide gaps between the SCs,STs and the general
population.There is no exception in case of Singphos too.Besides,studies have
also showed that age at marriage of Singphos wives is around 17.74 which is
lower than the statutory minimum age at marriage at 18 years for the females.
Moreover, use of contraception has failed to exert any depressing effect on the
fertility performances of Singpho couples which may be due to use of
contraceptives by the couples only after having a large number of live births ( V,
Sharma and S, Sharma,1993) Considering the above mentioned problems,a
detailed study of each and every socio economic and demographic variable is
necessary so that a logistic plan can be framed to change the senerio in the desired
direction.But as every aspect can not be discussed in a research paper, the present
study has undertaken fertility, one of the important demographic variables for

analysis.
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:
The study attempts to
1. Find out the significance of age at marriage.level of education and level
of income in shaping the present level of fertility of the Singpho women

2. Study the knowledge of.attitude to and practice of family planning among
the Singphos.

METHODOLOGY:

The Singphos are mainly concentrated in the upper part of the Tinsukia
district of Assam.and Changlang and Lohit district of Arunachal
Pradesh.However,a small population of them is also inhabited in
Sibasagar,Jorhat,Golaghat and Karbi Anglong district of Assam.For the study,the
researcher has purposively selected the Margherita subdivision of Tinsukia district
of Assam considering their huge number in and around Margherita.Out of the
twelve heavily concentrated Singpho villages of Margherita, four villages namely
Katetong,Ingthem, Dibong and Mungunn are taken as a sample for the study.Nearly

-80% Of the total Singpho households of each sample village is randomly selected

which stood at total 116 households.
- Table :1.1 Sample Design

In the present study, it is found that out of 348 births,214 (61.49 %) took
place to the mothers who got married before 18 years. The number of births has
decreased when age at marriage ranges from 19 to 24 years. Considering the age
at marriage in between 25 to 29 years, number of births are found to be 19 which
constitute only 5.46 % of the total live births.

Impact of family income on fertility

The fertility behaviour is significantly influenced by the income level It is
generally seen that fertility is higher among low income groups as compared to
those having higher income. This is mainly because each additional child is
considered as an asset in poor and backward societies..
Table 1.2 has not revealed any definite trend in fertility and annual family income
of Singphos. Out of 348 live births, highest number i.e 105 live births (30.17 %)
are found among couples having yearly income of Rs.40,000 and above. Second
position is occupied by the couples having annual income of Rs 30,001 to Rs.
40,000 with 85 births  (24.43 %).With 66 births, couples having yearly income
of Rs.10,001 to Rs 20,000 can be placed in the third position .However, it is the
lowest (11.78 % ) among those having yearly income upto 10,000.This finding is
quite contradictory to the general findings.

Name of the | Name of sample Total number of | Number of sample
subdivision villages singpho households | households
Margherita Kateotng 70 56

Ingthem 26 20

Dibong 36 28

Mungunn 16 12

Total 148 116

The researcher has used both primary and secondary data in this work. The

relevant secondary data are collected from various
of Ministry of Tribal Affairs etc.

MAJOR FINDINGS OF THE STUDY:
Age at effective marriage and fertility

~ Insocieties where childbearing
age at marriage contributes significap
related to age at marriage which implie

mean duration of marriage wi]

Studies shows that in India, ing
before 18 years of age, the m

low.
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Journals, books, internet, office
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Table:1.2
Annual family income and number of live births ever born

Annual No of live births
Family
Income No of 15 L 2% 3g|8a% (ESh 687" " M Tatal
respondents
Up to 13 Rk A A RSy 2 S o I T
10,000
10,001 to 20,000 | 19 Ll 3ang Bits WORI12 -} 10.1:15.] 17168
20,001 to 16 U e s A ) 10 B (B L R B
30,000
30,001 to 31 6 |9 |20(14(9 |10{13]|11]85
40,000
Above 40,000 37 3 |8 1161711110111 IO 105
Total 116 13| 27 133 | 55 | 440 41 537 827 3a%
Souice; Compiled from field study
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EDUCATION AND FERTILITY LEVEL:

The effect of education on fertility has been the subject of numerous stud-
ies in the demographic literature for many years. It can undoubtedly be said that
the educational attainment in general and of the females in particular, has a strong
negative bearing on the fertility performances of the couples. Over the last de-
cades, the educational level of women has been rising in most industrialised coun-
tries and at the same time the overall level of fertility has been declining. The
couples with higher educational attainment level are conscious about the popula-
tion problems and are also aware of the modern methods of population control.
They have favourable attitude towards adoption of family planning devices which

checks the level of fertility.

have fewer children. But some economists argue that couples have large children-
because they want them and until the desired family size drops, family planning
1 programmes are a waste of money. More data from countries with strong family
\ planning programmes and falling birth rates have brought the two sides closer. It
is estimated that family planning have been responsible for approximately 43%
of the decline in the world fertility during the period 1965-1990.However,the
success of family planning programmes have not been uniform in all-areas. It has
dependent on several factors including strong political support, well designed
and implemented programmes, the availability of quality services and a wide
range of iuethods, flexibility and responsiveness in adapting to local conditions '
Table:1.3 ete. o
KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING AMONG SINGPHOS:
Knowledge of family planning methods plays a crucial role in their use.

Education of respondent and number of live births ever born ‘

Respondent’s No of live births |
education i However, the knowledge of contraceptives is not satisfactory among the Singphos.
No of dont L 12 13 14 |5 |6 |7 |8+ [Total | It is seen in table 1.4 that out of 116 females, only 79 women have knowledge
iliiterate resposn] es 7 (o8 2 313 about contraceptives which constitutes 68.1% of the total samples.The table also
28 |32 {158 ing k dge of contraceptives is highest
e =3 o T3 137 36 117 13515 :%hows that the percentage of female.s t}av1ng knowledg nt .
> |24 1190 in the age category 35 to 44 and it is 39.24%.Second position occupied by the
Up to primary 19 1 |3 |2 |8 |5 18 |10 {16 |63 , females in the age group 25 to 34 and their percentage is 36.71% of the females
level having knowledge of contraceptives. Surprisingly, the percentage of females not
Up to MLE level 17 3 012 (1711317 |5 17 |8 |62 | having knowledge of contraceptives is also found highest in the age category
Up to high school 25 4 |7 |15 (15 ]5 |6 |8 [0 |60 which have the highest percentage of females having knowledge of family plan-
Beyond high 4 1 11 {3 Jo o [0 1o 1o [5 ning i.e the age group 35 to 44 and the percentage is 29.73.Coming to the age
lschool groups 45 to 54 and above 54,the percentage of females who are aware of birth
Total 116 13 123 (55 |58 [48 |42 |53 |56 |348 control measures is found to be 3.79% and 10.12 % respectively.
Source; Compiled from field study Table : 1.4 _
From table 1.3, it is observed that 56.03 % (65 respondents) of the - Age distribution of females having/not having knowleﬂdge of contraceptives
respondents are literate. Among the literates, highest percent of respondents i.e - —— »
38.46% are found to take education up to high school level. It is alio obselvéd Age groups No. of females | Females having Females having no
that out of 348 births, 158 live births i.e. 45.4% are found among illiterate mothers knowledge | Knowledge
Con:1ing to theiliterate mothers, live births ever born is highfasig (33.16%) to those. 15-24 2 - ;
getting education up to primary level and lowest (2.63 %) to those. who have got 25t0 34 38 29 9
education beyond high school. 35 to 44 42 31 U
FAMILY PLANNING: 4510 54 12 2 .
tisalong running debate in the development field whether family planning 54 and above | 15
gﬁlgi::g?; S help to reduce high fertility rates. Many demographer};psay that Total 116 79 37
- c’&Ifgfvwomen lack access to contraceptives and if this gap is filled, they will Source; Compiled from field study
Khoj Khoj CAE m 8%




ATTITUDE TOWARDS FAMILY PLANNING AMONG SINGPHOS:

The attitude towards family planning determines the acceptance or non ac-
ceptance of family planning techniques. The unsatisfactory knowledge of family
planning of Singphos has resulted in their indifferent attitude towards adoption
of family planning measures. It is.found that more than half of the females
(64.65%) constituting the sample are not in favour of adoption of family plan-
ning while only 33.62% are in favour of the use of contraceptives.

PRACTICE OF FAMILY PLANNING:

The practice of family planning among Singphos is found to be very poor.
It is observed in table 1.5 that out of 97 females,16.49% are the user of contracep-
tives. Use of contraceptives is found highest among the females in the age group
of 30 to 34 and it constitute 43.75% of the females using contraceptives. Among
the non user of contraceptives, number is found to be highest (30) in the age

group 35 to 39 and it is lowest (2) in the age group 15 to 19.As 66.67% of the

tomales in the age grogpof 13 to 19do not use contraceptives. this may be oneof
the reason of getting highest number of live births in this category. On asking the
reason of not using contraceptives, majority of non users reported side effects on
health and lack of awareness of family planning as the main reasons of not using
family planning methods

Table:1.5

‘Age distributions of females in reproductive age group

using/not using contraceptives

seo m (4@

Age groups No of females Females using Females not using
_ contraceptives contraceptives

15to 19 3 1 2

20 to 24 6 2 4

25 to 29 18 3 15

30 to 34 20 7 8

351039 33 SE 30 o
40 to 44 9 0 9 o
45 to 49 8 0 3

Toi L o e

Source : Compiled from field study

EPILOGUE:

The analysis in the paper indicates th

_ gy at age at marriage has a significant
impact on fertility of the females of Singpho tribes, Itis found in the s%udy that
there exists an inverse relation between ageatm

: arriage and fertility. The analysis
further shows that there is ng any definite trend in fertility and t)”;amily income

Khoj

among the Singphos. Their yearly income has no significant bearing on their
fertility performances. The present study also reveals that education of the females
has a depressing effect on their fertility. The enhancement of educational amenities,
apart from their direct impact on literacy level, work as contraceptives for Singpho
women. Analysing the knowledge, attitude and practice of family planning, it is
found in the study that 31.4% of the sample is not aware of the family planning
measures .As only16.5% women use contraceptives, it has failed to exert
depressing effect on the fertility performances of the Singpho couples.
Considering the entire scenario, a concerted and whole hearted effort on
the part of the government, non governmental organizations, panchayats and active
involvement of the members of the community at large is required for changing
the scenario in the desired direction.
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FEMALE WORKFORCE PARTICIPATION IN
SLUMS OF DIBRUGARH CITY: A CASE
STUDY OF GRAHAM BAZAR SLUM POCKET

Poppy Gogoi

UNDERSTANDING SLUMS:

Generally the term slum is used to identify a densely populated urban area
characterized by substandard housing and squalor. In Indja slums were earmarked
across the country for the first time in the census of 2001.Under section — 3 of the
slum area Improvement Act, 1956, slums have been defined as mainly those
residential areas where dwellings are in any respect unfit for human habitation by
reasons of dilapidation, overcrowding , faulty arrangements and designs of such
buildings ,Faniowness or faulty tarrangement of streets ,lack of ventilation , light,
sanitation facilities or any combination of these
<afety, health and morals. factors which are detrimental to

The phenomenon of slum is a major problem of urbanization .Several
theories have been advanced by sociologist to explain the origin of slum. “Change
in urban land use pattern and lack of housing, which lead to overcrowding and
improper maintenance, have commonly been emphasized.”

SLUM POPULATION IN INDIA: )

The slum population is constantly increasing ; : :
. g 1n India. Th ulation
living in slums rose from 52,371,589 in 2001 to 65,494.604 ‘i" :%ﬁt ic;;; e ing
to census 2011 the slum population of Assam is 1.97 26’6 .
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY: .
~-The extents to which women form mapn
importance. On the one hand it materjal] power of a country have two fold

y influenced th tional
income and the standard of living; on the other hand, it hase aSlZoe Ofrftfle :f?uence
on family relatlonshrps and on wome powerful i

en’s status within famil 2 Th
y and communi us
participation in the workforce is one of the major indicators of the status of \:vyomen

se m (4% ‘ - Khoj

Women’s participation in employment can help to rediice gender inequality, thereby -
empowering women and contnbutmg to-their capacity to exert chorceand decrsxon )
making power and agency in'key‘domains of their lives®. = .. i N
Hence this study is important-for identifying the female workforce
participation situation of the Graham bazar slum pocket 6f Dibrugarh town. Such
type of study will provide adequate data to take measures to taclde the emergmg T
problems related to women of slums e g

SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The study is in the nature of case study anda s1tuat10nal analysrs of fémale
workforce participation of Graham bazar slum pocket of Drbrugarh gown. ° '
Objective of the study:

- To analyze the s1tuat10n of female worlcforce paruclpatlon of: Guﬁham brazaar ,(
slum pocket of Dibrugarh town. . , . ,

Hypothesxs of the study:

' The probability of female workforce partlclpauon of workxmg age group
doés not depend on average monthly per capita expenditure, htera:y status and 3
rehglon of females belongmg to workmg age group s '

[N

Graham bazaar slum pocket is one of the notlﬁed slum pocketcdﬂ]}hbmgarh
town. This slum pocket is situated in ward no. 17 and 18 of lerugarhmnmclpahty
As thirty households are selected randomly from the Graham bazaardlnm pocket
for the sample the sample size becomes thlrty on.
Data Collectlon .

Following methods mamly were used to collect data

(i) Structured interview schedule.

(ii) The Secondary source of data
Data analysrs ' .
" The methodology adopted for the study is both descriptive amd mfferenual

Slums of Dibrugarh city:.

The Dibrugarh city of Assam with only one subdivision is situated in the
eastern part of Assam. According to census 2011 Dibrugarh city hes population
of 1, 45,488.1Its sex ratio is 928 (per thousand) and average literacy rate is 89.42
percent. The existence of slums in Dibrugarh city is evident from the fact that the
Municipal Board has registered 10 slum pockets within its periphery in the year
1996. However in addition to this pockets there are other small areas also scattered
in the town having identical characteristics ,and as such, may be considered as
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slum. According to Dibrugarh city census 2011 data there are 5,830 slums in
Dibrugarh city and it’s out growth in which population of 27,089 resides. This is
around 18.62 percent of total population of Dibrugarh city. = . ' A
General features of Graham bazaar slum pocket of Dibrugarh city:

'~ Graham bazaar slum pocket is located in ward 17 and 18 of Dibrugarh
town. It is surrounded by National Highway 37 in the East, Red Cross road in the
West, National Highway 37 in the north and Circuit house road in South. It covers
an area of 173124 sq.km. According to census of Dibrugarh municipality (1996)
there are 583 households in the Graham bazaar slum pocket and its population is
2110 approximately. The sex ratio of the slum is 923.

In the Graham bazaar slum pocket most of the houses are katcha houses
which are made of mud, tin and bamboo. Housing condition is very unhygienic.
In some of the houses, there is no window through which fair light and air can
enter into the houses. There are some quarters provided by Dibrugarh Municipality
Board to its employees there. There is no proper drainage facilities for which the
area becomes water logged during rainy seasons. Water supply is very inadequate,

80 percent of the households use individual hand pumps, 15 percent of the

households use community hand pump and 5 percent of the households without
proper water supply. For refuse disposal there is no proper system.
Socio economic conditions of Graham bazaar slum pocket:

. In order to depict the socio economic profile of the sample slum dwellers
of Graham bazaar slum pocket of Dibrugarh city a few parameters are chosen.
These are — (i) age and sex composition (ii) literacy rate (iii) religious composition.
(i) Age and sex composition of the population: Age and sex composition of the

sample population is shown in table 1.A with their percentage to total and gross
total. . '

Table-1: A. :
Age and sex composition of the population of Graham bazar slum pocket
Sex Agegroup | Agegroupup | Agegroup 60 | Total | Percentage
uptol5 | to15to60 years and to total
years ~ years above
D) (0] (&) ) &) ©
Male’ 33 58 1 92 52.57
Female 28 54 1 83 47.42 -
Gross total 61 112 2 175
- Percentage to 3485 64 1.14 100
gross total

Source : field survey

8 T —— ,  Knoi

In the table it is noted that the number of male is higher both in 0-15 and

15 -60 age groups compared to females. ' , o o
(ii) Literacy position of thé Grahari bazaat slum pocket of the Dibrugarh

town : Literacy position of the slum pocket is exhibits in the table 2.B. |

Lév_él of education .. Total Number of i)el}sopsf Male Female
@ @ [0 @.-
Illiterate : 70 - [ 28 T a2

Titerate T80 49 | 31
() Lower primary 0 - | 28 [ T
() v to viil 13 5 '
i) vilito X — 1
(iv) HSLC and onwards 5 | 4

Table1:B ~

Literacy position of the Graham bazaar slum pocket of Dibrugarh city
Source: field survey - .

Table 1.B reveals the miserable literacy position of the area. It reflects lower
literacy position of female than the male. -
(iii) Religious composition: In surveyed slum households 24 households i.e. 80
percent are found Hindu and 6 households i.e. 20 percent households are Muslim.
Work force Participation scenario in Graham bazaar slum pocket:

Census of India defines work as participation in any economically productive
activity with or without compensation, wages or profit. The census classified
workers into two categories as ‘main workers’ and ‘marginal workers’. The main
workers are those workers who had worked for the major part of the reference
period (i.e. 6 months or more) and the marginal workers are those workers who
had not worked for the major part of the reference period (i.e. 6 months or
more).The reference period to determine a person as worker or non worker is 1
year or the population in the age group of 0-4 years is treated as non workers.

We make the following table to show the workforce participation situation
by gender in the Graham bazaar slum pocket of Dibrugarh city.
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" Table 1:C

Distribution of Maleand Female workers in "thé'Graham bazaar slum p0ckét by

Source: field survey

-~ Table 1: C indicates that among 175
persons depend on 61. people’s income. This me
to total population is 53.50. percent. In case
members 66 are dependent with a percentage
male, among 92 total male members 60 are dep
percent .In the table it is found that the number

..~ their occupation, 2017
Patternof | Employment status Number of | Number of
occupation of slam™~"|~ © " male female
dwellers of Graham employed | employed
bazaar slum pocket | , -
Construction worker | Main worker 5 0
C v Marginal worker 3 4
Sweeper in Dibrugarh | Main worker 5 4
Municipality Board Marginal worker 7 9
Domestic help Main worker 1 8
- Marginal worker 2 2
Driver - Main worker 2 0
. .Marginal worker 2 0
Peon Main worker ‘ 1 0
L L Marginal worker . 0 0
Employed in private | Main worker 2 0
firm (ward bo :
o,@mu;a workers - Marginal worker ! 2
etc.) , ) _ ‘
Rickshaw.puller = .| Main worker 0 0
e e - Marginal worker A 1 ' 0
Total '» R 55
Percenta_ge to total 5245 9% 17549

people of 30 sample households 114
ans the percentage of dependency
f female, among 83 total female
of 79.51 percent. Again in case of
enden.t Wwith a percentage of 65.21
of main workers jn case of female

variables are : (i)aye.rage monthly per capita consumption expenditure (ii)literacy A
status and (iii) religion. :

(i) Average monthly per capita consumption expenditure: Average monthly
consumption expenditure is an important measure of living standard measurement
study. And the main purpose of living standard measurement study is to monitor
the impact of development policy on the different groups of the society, with such
knowledge policies can be formulated or reformulated to distribute or redistribute
the fruits of development effort.

In the sample survey it is found that about 73.33 percent (i.e.22 households)
of the slum pocket households average monthly per capita expenditure is below
the Dibrugarh districts average monthly per capita expenditure (i.e. Rs.1246.78)
which is observed by HDR survey in 2013.

(ii) Literacy: Literacy is considered as one of the important variables which
affect the female workforce participation. In our sample survey among 80 literate
persons only 31 females (i.e 38.75 percent) are literate.

(iii) Religion: Religion is social norms that restrict women’s mobility and
entry into workforce®.In our sample survey six households (i.e.20 percent) are
Muslim and only one women of those households are employed.

Analysis of female workforce participation of Graham bazaar slum
pocket with the help of Logistic Regression model: i

For the analysis of female workforce participation of the surveyed slum
following logistic regression model is adopted. The model is

logit (p) =P+ B, X, +B,X, B, X, +U.......... 0))

Where,

P = Probability of female workforce participation.

-

B = Constant and B,, B, and B, are coefficients
relating to the explanatory variables.

X,= Average monthly per capita expenditure of females
belonging to working age group. ~

X, = Literacy status of females belonging to working age group.
X, = Religion of females belonging to working age group.
U = disturbance term.

Khoj ' (% m deq




Table1:D
CoefTicient table
Model B SE |Wald |d.f] Significance | Exp
- ®

Average monthly per S21 2.8451.034 |1 |.855 1.684
capita

consumption

expenditure of females

belonging to working 1 E CoL

age group 3775 |1.140] 109671 |.001

Literacy status of - ' 43‘5_97
females belonging to

working age group 5.118 | 1.470[12.131|1 |0

Religion of females : 00 _ 167.082
belonging to ' :

working age group -6.334 13.221{3.867 |1 :

Constant 049 .002

Dependent variable: probability of female ' |
. Wo . . .
Nk R 17w e e P
Results indicate that the coefficient of mﬁlfiple determi an .001. .
617. Therefore, about 61 percent of variation in probability of f ination 1.€.8 15
participation rate is explained by the explanatory v. ariable? of female workforce

To proof the null hypothesis i.e. . .
participation does not depenlc)I on averaegepr;(:;?}b;;hty of female workforce
expenditure, literacy status and religion of the femgeg belongi i
group the Hosmer and Lemshow test is carried, The o le onging to working age
and Lems_how. statistics has a significance of .004 whicﬁ ysis shows that Hosmer
null hypothesis and it is accepted that probability of fe mlea.ns we can reject the
on average monthly per capita consumption expen ditur male workforce d.epends
religion of females belonging to working age groy e, status of education and

It is seen in the table that for every unit ln(I:) .
per cgplta consumption expenditure (in thousand)
units in the probability of female workforce part;
two variables constant.. For one unit increase ip ¢
increase in 3.775 units in probability of female we
unit increase in female belonging to Hindu religio

units in probability of female workforce partic;

e d FA LT

Y per capita consumption

rease in the average monthly
fher.e is an increase of .521
¢ipation while holding other
he literate female there is an
Irllg'lorce.participation. For one

‘I€re is an increase of 5.118
Pation. When we assess Wald

T ————  _ Khoj

statistics by considering significance values we note that only the literacy status
and religion of the females belonging to working age group contributed
significantly to the prediction. . ' :

Hence the estimated equation is :

Probability of female workforce participation of Graham bazaar slum
pocket =-6.334 + .521 average monthly per capita expenditure of female +3.775
literacy status of female +5.118 religion of female + U.

Conclusion : After observing the female workforce situation of Graham bazaar
slum pocket of Dibrugarh city we find that the female workforce participation
rate of the surveyed slum is 42.54 percent which is higher than the district level
female workforce participation rate i.e 14.8 percent in 2013 as observed by HDR
in 2013. o S ' .

From the analysis of probability of female workforce participation it can
be concluded that in determining the female workforce participation rate the literacy
status and the religion of the females of Graham bazaar slum pocket occupied an
important place. ‘ R
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