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Similar sayings are popular in Assam and Mithila
{(North Bihar) where, however, they are attributed to Dak
alone, there being no place for Khana in the local tradi-
tions. A collection of Dak’s sayings in Assamese has
been recently published by D. Datta who has appended
to his work a good bibliography on the subject. The
topic has also been discussed in works like Maheswar
Neog’s Asamiya Sahityar Ruparekha (Outline of Assamese
Literature) etc. A large number of Dak’s sayings in
Maithili have been quoted by J. Christian in his Behar
Proverbs published in 1891.

It will be seen that, out of the three territories of
Easern India, the aphorisms are divided between Dak
and Khana only in Bengali. Many of the Bengali sayings
of Khana are, however, in their Assamese and Maithili
forms, attributed to Dak in Assam and North Bihar.
Even in Bengal, Durgabati Mukhopadhaya attributed the
majority of Khana’s aphorism to Dak in his Dak Puruser
Katha (The sayings of Dak Purus) published in 1904.
In S. K. Dey’s Bangla Pravad also, two of the popular
proverbs (Nos. 6122 and 7981) are represented to both
Dak and Khana. These facts probably suggest that in
Bengal also, the sayings were originally assigned to a
single astrologer but that were divided between two of
them only after the development of distinct legends
regarding the latter. In different parts of Northern India,
as we shall see below, the aphorisms are represented as
the sayings of a single astrologer or as the address of one
astrologer to another. Amongst a number of Khana’s
sayings, while some are attributed to Varaha or Mihira
some others are represented as the sayings of Ravana.
Of course, as is the case with the sayings in the other
languages, most of the aphorisms have no reference to

their author,
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imaginary ‘Mihir son of Varaha’. We shall see below
that such fabrications are also known from other parts of

| India. Tt has to be noted that nothing can be more

absurd than the conception of the daughter-in-law of a
sixth century astronomer of Malwa composing aphorisms
in thé Bengali language. The historical value of -the
legends about Dak is no better.

There are divergent traditions about Dak in Eastern
India. In Bengal and North Bihar, Dak is said to have
belonged to the milkman community while, in Assam, he
is supposed to have been a potter of Lehi Dangara, the
modern village Lauhagaon about seven miles to the south
of Barpeta in the Kamrup district. It is said that the
potter girl, who was barren, received a boon from Mihira,
an astronomer of Ujjayini, and gave birth to Dak. But
one of the Assamese aphorisms represents Dak as a
member of the Brahmana community. Such disparity no
doubt goes against the genuineness of the legends. More-'
over, if Dak was a historical personage, then his sayings
must have been composed in a single regional language of
India. But as we shall see below, Dak’s sayings are popu-
lar even in Rajasthan in Western India far way from the
said three territories of Eastern India.

A large number of Dak’s sayings in Rajasthan have
been quoted by Jagdish Singh Gahlot in his Rajasthani
Krishikaha Vatem. Just as this Rajasthani Dak is un-
known o the writers of East India, Gahlot was unware
of the existence of Dak’s sayings in Eastern India. It may
be mentioned here that Rajasthan’s Dak can scarcely be
regarded as a Tantric Buddhist teacher since Tantric.
Buddhism never spread in that area.

Some of the Rajasthani aphorisms published by
Gahlot are represented as addressed to Bhadli or Bhaddali’
by Dank. There is no doubt that this Dank is the same
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Mihira in Bengal and Dank (Dak) in Rajasthan, the
same as Ghagh of Uttar Pradesh.

We are quoting below the aphorisms mentioning
Dank (Dak) and Bhadli (Bhaddali) from Gahlot’s work.

1. Parbhate geh dambra sanje sila bav
Dank Kahai he Bhaddali kala tana subhav.

Dank says to Bhaddali, clouds flying in the morning
and cold winds blowing in the evening are sure signs of
famine.

2. Ugantero machhlo athamvtero mokh
Dank kahai he Bhadli nadvamchadhsi gokh.

Dank says, O Bhadli, rainbow at sunrise and red rays
of setting sun augur the overflooding of rivers.

3. Savan pahili paneami jhini chhant padai
Dank kahai he Bhadli saphlam rumkh phalai.

Dank says to Bhadli, If there are showers of rain on
the fifth day of the dark half of the month of Savan, the
fruit-bearing trees will produce excessively.

4. Poh sabimal pekhje Chait nirmal chand
Dank khae he Bhadli man hutam an mand,

Dank says, If the sky is thickly clouded during the
whole month of Posh but is cloudless in the bright half
of Chait, O Bhadli, grain will sell cheaper than a maund

Per Rupee.

5. Bhadarve jag relsi chhat anuradha hoy
Dank kahai he Bhadli karo na chinta koy.

 Dank says to Bhadli, If it rains all over the country
i the month of Bhadon and if there be Anuradha nak-




LI

TIFq I e
. amo
satra on the sixth day of that month, do not be A
for the failure of crops.
6. Chitra dipak Chetve Svati Govardhan

Dank kahe he Bhaddali athag nipje ani. - .

b \ Govar
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7. Diva biti pancami Som Sukar Guru Mul

Dank kahe he Bhadi; nipje satum tul. “
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